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1. — Notices  of  Anti-Slavery  Meetings. 
Thi,  public  Meeting^s  that  have  been  held  throughout  the  kingdom 
iduriiic:  the  last  two  or  three  months,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  Par- 
Jianienl  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  have  been  numerous  and  important 
foeyopd  all  former  example.  We  propose  to  take  in  the  present  Num- 
ber a  general  survey  of  these  interesting  assemblies  ;  and  although 
it  is  not  possible  to  detail,  with  any  degree  of  minuteness,  the  pio- 
-ceedings  of  any  one  of  them,  or  even  to  attempt  an  abstract  of  the 
topics  discussed,  wc  think  it  will  nevertheless  be  highly  satisfactory 
to  our  readers  to  see  a  connected,  though  very  cursory  review  of  the 
simultaneous  exertions  made  by  our  fellow-subjects  in  aid  of  our  great 
cause,  at  this  eventful  conjuncture. 

1.        EniNBI   U(.H. 

On  the  8th  t)f  October,  a  numerous  and  highly  respectable  meeting 
of  the  friends  of  Abolition  was  held  at  E<linburgh,  in  the  Great  As- 
sembly Room,  George  Street.  The  Lord  Provost,  W.  Allan,  Esq. 
having  taken  the  chair,  and  opened  tJie  meeting  with  a  siiort  address, 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Francis  Jeffrey  (now  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,) 
moved  certain  resolutions  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  Edinburgh 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  expressive  of  theii  sense  of  the  evils  and  miseries 
necessarily  attendant  on  the  svstein  of  Negro  .Slavery,   and  their  con- 
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virtion  that  there  ou^ht  to  be  no  tnrthci  (KLiv  in  t;ikiii.:-  iiii";i>iiri->  lor 
Its  rtjiiil  aiitl  lutiil  >iix'lilioii  ;  iiiiil  that,  iu  tlie  intMiitiinc,  >ii(h  nu  uis 
(jiislht  to  be  iidoptcil  lor  miti'^iitin'^  its  evils,  mid  for  such  in>iru(  tioii 
and  iujprovonunt  in  \\w  oontlition  of  the  Shives,  us  uiiiiht  be  best  cal- 
culated ultimately  to  fit  thein  fur  the  blessinsis  of  freedom.  Mr.  .leliVcy 
entered  into  a  lon^j  .md  luminous  review  of  the  various  etl'orts  that 
had  been  made  in  this  country  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  and 
Slavery,  from  the  earliest  atcitatiun  of  these  unreal  nuestions  to  the 
present  period  ;  but  this  historical  summary,  thouj^h  distinguished  bv 
comprehensive  vie\v<;  antl  accuracy  of  detail,  we  must  necessarily  pass 
over.  After  advertiui;  to  the  insolent  contumacy  of  the  ("hartered 
Colonies,  in  rejectiuL;  the  Parliamentary  Resolutions  of  lS-23,  and  the 
unsatisfactory  character  even  of  the  reforms  that  had  been  introduced 
into  the  Crown  Colonies,  so  that  tjenerally  speakinvc  the  Slaves  in  the 
West  Indies  were  not  a  whit  better  in  their  condition  than  in  179-2,  he 
clearly  demonstrated  that,  except  by  the  authoritative  inter[)osition  of 
the  British  Parlianient,  there  was  no  hope  whatever  of  the  abolition  of 
Negro  bondage,  or  even  of  anv  material  mitigation  of  its  worst  horrors. 
Now  then,  he  urt^ed,  was  the  time  to  appeal  to  this  authority,  when 
we  were  in  the  be>j;inning  of  a  new  reitjn,  and  with  the  prospect  of  the 
immediate  convocation  of  a  new  Parliament,  with  a  number  of  new 
members  fresh  from  the  contact  of  their  constituents,  and  to  ask  if  a 
case  had  not  been  made  out  calling  for  its  interference.  If  the 
friends  of  abolition  wore  earnest,  they  had  been  at  least  long  suffer- 
ing;  and  now  was  the  time  to  come  forward  and  express  their 
opinions,  and  not  to  slacken  in  their  efforts  until  thev  should  oluain 
the  ultimate  triumph— the  extinction  of  Slavery  itself — (Applause.) 
Mr.  Jeffrey  then  adverted  to  the  various  pretexts  which  had  been  urged 
by  those  who  still  resisted  the  abolition  of  the  foul  system  of  slavery, 
and  ridiculed  the  threats  of  revolt  made  bv  some  of  the  colonists,  whose 
throats,  he  said,  were  only  preserved  from  the  knives  of  the  bondmen 
driven  to  desperation,  bv  the  bavonets  which  we  paid  for,  and  which 
assisted  them  to  uphold  a  monopoly  to  our  prejudice.  They  defied 
and  insulted  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  when  they  pretended 
that  it  had  no  right  to  look  into  their  affairs  ;  and  they  bhvsphemouslv 
quoted  Scripture  texts  as  an  authority  for  slavery.  They  offered  two 
arguments  against  emancipation  : — First,  that  the  slaves  were  their  own 
property,  and  they  miirht  do  with  them  what  they  liked  ;  and  secondly, 
that  they  had  treated  them  well;  and  that  they  were  contented  and  hap- 
py, and  better  off  than  if  they  were  free.  If  they  could  fairly  make  out 
the  first  position,  then  he  would  agree  that  thev  should  be  reimbursed 
for  their  property  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  they  could  make  out  a 
fair  claim  of  property  in  them.  He  then  referred  to  variou.  decisions  in 
the  Courts  both  of  En^rland  and  Scotland,  where  it  had  been  ruled 
that  man  had  no  right  of  property  in  man.  God  had  given  man  a 
right  of  property  over  the  beasts  of  the  field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air; 
but  had  he  given  him  a  right  of  property  over  his  fellow  men  ? — (Ap- 
plause.) If  the  slave  was  the  property  of  his  master,  why  did  the 
property  not  continue  when  he  brought  him  to  this  country  ?  If  he 
was  his  property,  like  other  live  stock,  then,  why  might  he  not  kill  hira 
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and  eat  him  ?     If  he  was  his  property  at  all,  he  must  be  so  out  and 
out.      But  the  master,  it  seems,  holds  a  right  of  property  in  every 
thing  but  his  life  ;  and  therefore  the  principle  failed  in  practice  by  this 
one  admission.     This  right  of  property    was    all    for    the  benefit    of 
the  one  and  the  injury  of  the  other,  since  all  that  rendered  life  worthy 
of  keeping  was  extorted  by  the  one  and  lost  by  the  other — (Cheers.) 
But  the   masters  said  their  slaves  were  happy  and  comfortable  as  they 
were  ;  and  that  to  liberate  would  be  to  injure  and  not  to  benefit  them. 
If  this  were  true,  no  one  had  a  right  to  interfere.     He   accepted  the 
pro])osition,  but  defied  them  to  the  proof.     His  answer  was,  if  that  be 
true.   ll..iy,  the  slaveholders,  hud  no  interest  in  maintaining  slavery. 
They  said'  they  were  better  fed.  better  lodged,  and  better  taught  than 
the  lower   classes  in  this  country  or  any  country  in  the  world.      It 
might  be  so,  but  the  unhappy  Iwndmen  did  not  think  so ;   and  why 
would  their  masters  persist  in  conferring  benefits  on  them  which  they 
did  not  prize  ?     Whv  lavish  benefits  on  so  thankless  a  generation  ?  — 
(Hear,  hear.)     But  how  could  all  this  be  reconciled  with  the  anxiety 
to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  bondage  ?     The  reason  was,  that  by  doing 
so  thev  got,  as  they  imagined,  more  work  out  of  them  than  they  could 
get  from  free  labourers.     There  were  two  infallible  tests  to  refer  to  in 
proof  of  the  evils  of  slavery  ;   the  one  was  the  continued  decrease  in 
the  slave  population  of  the  West  Indies,  and  the  other  the  amount  of 
punishments  for  crime  among  them.     The  slave  population,  within  the 
last  thirty  or  forty  years,  had  decreased  in  an   alarming  projx»rtion, 
while  the  free  blacks  \iad  gone  on  multiplying,  and  had  nearly  doubled 
their   numbers  in  less  than  forty  years.     The  increase  of  crime,  too, 
WHS  to  be  ascribed  to  the  abject  misery  of  the  slave  population.     From 
the  records  in  these  islands,  it  appeared  that,  in  ninety-nine  cases  of 
crinif   out  of  a  hundred,  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  evils  of  slavery 
alone.     The  learned  Gentleman  then  combated  the  argument,  that  the 
slave   in  the  West  Indies  was  better   off  than   the   labourers  of  this 
country,   and  enumerated   the   various   advantages   possessed  by   the 
latter  over  the  former.     The  slave,   he  observed,   had   no  power  of 
choosing  his  master  or  his  work,  or  changing  either  of  them.     He  was 
at  the  kbsolute  command    of  his   master,  and  must  do  the  work  ap- 
pointed by  him.    He  had  no  power  even  to  keep  his  master  if  he  liked 
him,  fur  he  was  liable  to  be  sold  to  a  strange  master,  who  might  alter 
his  course  of  work   at  pleasure.      He  had  no  voice  in  the  matter.      He 
was  e^•en  liable  to  be  sold  to  pay  his  master's  debts — to  be  separated 
from  the  meml>ers  of  his  own  family — he  might  \k'  sent  away,  and  was 
in    fact,  frequently  separated,  from   his   child,  ur  from  his  wife.     The 
work  re(|uired  of  them  too  was  far  more  ojipressive  than  any  that  was 
voluntarily  performed  by  the  poorest  manufacturer  in  Lancashire   la- 
bouring for  his  own  offspring — (Cheers.)     Their  average  hours  of  la- 
bour were  15  or  16  out  of  the  24.    And  in  addition  to  this,  when  they 
considered  the  fact  that  they  were  driven  at  their  work  by  the  lash  of 
the  cart-whip,  a  single  application  of  which  cut  through  the  skin,  and  if 
repeated,  lacerated  the  flesh,  what  audacity  was  it  to  tell  us  that  they 
were  contented  and  happy,  and  better  off  than  the  common  labourers 
of  this   country! — (Loud  applause).       Yet  this  terrible  la.sh  was  tlie 
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tit'cessarv  iicoonipunimcnt  ot'ttuir  tiild  uoik,  tu  uhicli  ihoy  wtie  'Inveii 
hv  It;  the  [xnvtT  of  the  master  or  uveri^eer  in  inHictiii'^  it  (  blasplicmoiHky 
fiarodviiii;  the  Scripture,)  Ix-imj  limited  to  thirty-nine  luslies; — and  tliese 
forty  stripes  save  one,  tlu'  master  or  overseer  niii^ht  inflict  at  his  own 
pleasure,  and  witlwul  challenge.  It  was  impossible  to  suppose  that 
human  nature  was  proof  at^ainst  tlw;  temptation  to  abuse  a  power  like 
this,  in  this  country,  again,  for  the  poorest  classes  a  school  was  o{)en 
where  they  might  be  taught  letters  and  morality,  and  for  every  soul  of 
them  a  minister  was  provided  at  the  public  expense,  to  instruct  them 
in  religion.  Were  the  negroes  better  otf  in  this  respect? — No!  It 
had  been  the  policy  of  their  masters  to  keep  them  in  brutal  ignorance. 
They  had  studiously  endeavoured  to  exclude  Christian  missionaries 
from  the  colonies;  chapels  and  meeting-houses  had  been  pulled  down 
and  razed,  and  even  the  persons  of  the  ministers  invaded  and  tortured 
to  the  death — (Applause.)  As  a  proof  that  it  was  the  set  purpose  of 
West  India  proprietors  to  put  down  all  attempts  to  instruct  the  ne- 
groes, he  referred  to  their  refusal  to  appoint  any  other  day  than  Sun- 
day for  holding  their  markets.  In  consequence  of  another  recent 
enactment,  no  negro  was  allowed  to  attend  worship  at  all,  between  the 
setting  and  risint;  of  the  sun  ;  and  as  they  mu:<t  work  t'rom  the  rising 
to  the  setting  of  that  luminary,  it  was  evident  that  they  had  no  time 
for  worship  at  all, — for  on  Sunday  they  must  cultivate  their  provision 
uroimds.  It  was  the  duty  of  every  man  who  had  been  taught  to  look 
his  fellow-creature  in  the  face  to  exert  himself  to  put  an  end  to  this 
hapless  slavery ;  and  he  tnisted  he  had  said  enough  to  satisfy  all  who 
heard  him  that  slavery  was  an  abominable  curse  and  crime,  and  that 
the  only  cure  for  the  evils  which  he  had  enumerated  was  emanci[>ation. 
He  contended  that  every  pretence  which  had  been  made  for  perpetu- 
atinir  slavery  was  false  and  grouiulless.  They  were  told  that  if  they 
emancipated  the  slaves,  they  would  cut  their  masters'  throats,  and 
woidd  cut  each  others'  threats.  He  would  answer  the  slaveholders  by 
sayintr — '  They  have  been  in  your  hands  since  1S(>6,  and  h'  thev  were 
then  brutally  iijnorant,  von  have  left  them  so.  If  they  are  vicious  or 
immoral,  have  not  you  permitted  or  encouraged  it  by  your  remissness  or 
your  example?  If  they  are  revengeful,  have  not  you  excited  the  feeling 
hy  the  wrongs  you  have  done  them  '.  If  they  are  unwilling  to  work, 
who  but  yourselves  have  taught  them  to  associate  industry  with  feel- 
ings of  degradation?' — (Loud  applause.)  He  contended  that  any 
danger  from  emancipation  was  almost  or  entirely  obviated  since  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  ;  as  there  were  now  no  fresh  importations 
of  men  smarting  under  the  feelings  of  being  torn  from  their  friends,  or 
the  rememV)rance  of  the  happy  scenes  of  their  youth.  T^>e  West  India 
slaves  were  now  all  trained  to  painful  industry,  and  even  accustomed 
to  do  some  work  vohmtarily  for  their  own  behoof.  What  danger  or 
difficulty  would  there  be,  in  now  doing  what  the  Government  of  this 
country  had,  thirtv-eieht  years  ae:o,  by  the  mouth  of  Lord  Melville, 
declared  might  be  accom[»iished  in  eight  years  from  that  date' — (Hoar! 
hear!  hear!)  What  paltrv  sophistry  could  be  brou^rht  tbrward  against 
a  resolution,  that  from  the  1st  of  January  1S3I.  all  negro  children 
born  m  the  West  Indie*  should  be  free? — (Loud  cheers.)     The  young 
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race  would  then  every  year  aftbrd  a  strong  pledge  for  the  good 
condiict  of  their  parents;  and  he  believed  that  eventually  the  loss  to  the 
masters  would  be  nothing. — Mr.  Jeftrey  concluded  a  8}>eech  of  more  than 
two  hours  in  delivery,  (of  the  impressive  eloquence  of  which  this  slight 
abstract  can  convey  but  a  faint  idea,)  by  moving  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, on  which  it  was  proposed  to  found  a  petition  to  Parliament, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery  at  the  earliest  practicable 
period;  and  that  all  negro  children  born  after  the  1st  of  January  1831, 
should  be   free.     The  learned  Dean*   sat  down  amid  loud  cheering. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Ritchie  seconded  the  resolutions,  and  in  the 
«'0urse  >f  an  energetic  speech,  mentioned  that  he  had  recently  had  the 
high  honour  of  putting  hishandto  a  similar  petition,  as  representative  of 
a  court  consisting  of  300  ministers,  conveying  to  Parliament  the  senti- 
ments of  the  church  with  which  he  was  connected,  and  of  all  its  mem- 
bers, in  this  great  and  good  cause,  t 

The  Rev.  Dr.  A.Thomson  next  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  very  power- 
ful speech.  He  praised  the  proposed  resolutions  as  excellent,  so  far  as 
they  went,  but  objected  to  them  as  not  going  far  enough.  He  thought 
the  word  ."  i/nrticdiately"  ought  to  be  inserted  in  lieu  of  "  the  earliest 
practicable  pciiod" — the  latter  being,  in  his  opinion,  an  expression 
which  the  enemies  of  emancipation  would  eagerly  grasp  at,  in  order  to 
delay  abolition  to  an  indefinite  future  period  ;  for  with  them  the  ear- 
liest practicable  period  would  always  be  in  the  future  tense.  The 
word  "  immediatchj"  was,  therefore,  he  contended,  absolutely  neces- 
sary. He  would  beg  this  assembly  to  look  to  the  history  of  this  ques- 
tion. What  had  it  been,  in  regard  to  the  philanthropists  of  this  country, 
but  a  history  of  vain  and  abortive,  though  generous,  attempts  to  put 
down  slavery?  What,  in  regard  to  the  Government,  but  a  history  of 
affected  or  mistaken  confidence  in  Colonial  Legislatures  and  West 
India  planters — a  confidence  which  had  been  abused  as  often  as  re- 
posed in  them  ?  What  in  respect  to  the  Christian  people  of  this  coun- 
try, but  a  history  of  sad  disappointment  and  delusion  ? — What  as  re- 
garded the  West  India  legislators,  but  a  history  of  hollow  professions, 
deceitful  promises,  rebellious  doings,  principles  and  maxims  which,  if 
adopted,  would  go  to  put  off" altogether,  and  for  ever,  the  consumma- 
tion so  devoutly  to  be  wished,  the  deliverance  of  800,000  individuals 
from  all  the  evils  and  miseries  of  West  Iiulian  bondage? — (Loud  ap- 
plause.) Without  entering  into  the  details  of  that  history,  he  trusted 
all  present  would  be  convinced,  that  if  they  did  not  go  farther  than 
was  proposed  by  the  resolutions,  thev  would  be  compromising  the 
eternal  principles  of  justice,  and  puttnig  in  their  place  maxims  of  ex- 
pediency, aiTangements  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  and  imaginary 

•  Mr.  Jeffrey  was  then  Dean  of  the  P"aculty  of  Advocates. 

t  Dr.  Ritchie  presided  as  INIoderator  of  tlit  Synod  of  the  Associate  Secession 
Church,  at  its  last  meeting  in  September,  wlien  a  petition  to  Parhamenl  for  the 
early  and  total  abolition  of  Sla\er\'  was  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  that  vene- 
rable body,  in  their  collective  capacity  ;  and  congregational  petitions  vvere,  at  the 
same  time,  urgently  recommended  to  be  sent  up  by  all  the  churches  undeT 
ilieii  charge.  / 
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apprehenbions,  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  religion  and  justice,  and 
the  dearest  ritjhta  ol"  men — (Applause).  If  they  argued  ul)unt  cxpc- 
dtencv,  ihiit  was  a  point  on  which  the  slaveholders  would  \\illiiiLfly 
meet  them.  They  would  be  glad  to  divert  them  from  the  principle,  and 
battle  With  them  about  expediency.  He  trusted  the  country  woidd  lujt 
tolerate  this  for  one  moment.  The  slaveholders  endeavoured  to  divL-rt 
us  from  the  idea  of  immediate  abolition  by  expatiating  on  the  evil  con- 
sequences of  such  a  measure.  They  talked  of  the  bloodshed  and  mas- 
sacre which  would  ensue,  and  the  brutal  treatment  they  might  expect 
from  their  emancipated  slaves;  and  yet  they  tell  us  that  their  slaves  are 
dA  Cumtortable  and  happy  as  the  people  of  this  country.  If  that  be  the 
case,  let  us  take  them  at  their  word,  and  where  will  be  the  danger  of 
emancipation  '.  Were  the  slaves  to  resent  injuries  they  had  never  suf- 
fered, or  revenge  wrongs  that  had  never  been  indicted  '.  The  ar<iument, 
in  fact,  was  a  mere  bugbear.  They  were  afraid,  they  pretended,  of 
the  risk  of  bloodshed.  He  would  deprecate  as  much  as  any  man  the 
shedding  of  blood ;  but  he  would  rather  that  some  blood  was  shed,  if 
necessary,  than  that  800,000  individuals  should  remain  for  ever  in  the 
hopeless  bontlage  of  West  India  slavery,  which  was  an  intinitely  greater 
evil  than  all  that  could  be  suffered  by  their  opponents.  There  was  no 
c()m[)arison  between  the  two  evils,  if  we  must  have  one — (Great  ap- 
|)lause.)  But  then,  we  were  told  that  the  slaves  were  not  prepared  for 
inmiediate  emancipation.  If  this  was  the  case.  Vie  would  say,  w  ith  the 
I>earned  Dean  of  Faculty,  the  faidt  was  their  masters'.  They  had 
known  for  a  lon^r  series  of  yearsthe  teelings  of  the  British  nation,  and  the 
mlention  of  the  leijislature  ;  and  why  were  ttiey  not  prepared  '.  Just 
l>ecause  thev  derted  the  legislature,  and  did  not  wish  them  prepared. 
If  anv  evils  were  reallv  to  be  apprehended,  it  was  a  duty  of  the  legis- 
lature to  enact  such  other  conteini)oraneous  meeisures  as  would  provide 
against  the.se  evils,  and  accomplish  the  security  of  both  masters  and 
slaves.  He  held  that  at  whatever  period  the  legislature  should  enact 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  their  duty  would  only  be  half  done,  if  they  did 
not,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  do  every  thing  to  promote  the  temporal  wel- 
fiire  as  well  as  the  spiritual  and  eternal  interest  of  the  slaves  w hom  they 
em-.incipated.  Nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  make  such  provi- 
sions, and  to  guard  against  evils  which  might  arise  from  the  enactment. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  everv  man  that  religious  instruction  was  the  best 
mode  of  preparing  the  slaves  for  freedom ;  but  he  would  ask  what  had 
l>een  done  in  tliis  respect  ?  The  slaveholders  professed  to  allow  reli- 
gious instruction,  but  their  arrangements  made  it  physically  impossible 
for  the  slave  to  get  what  thev  pretended  to  give  ;  and  the  inference  he 
drew  from  this  was,  that  they  were  unwillin<r  that  the  aiaves  should  be 
prepared  for  emancipation.  Dr.  T.  objected  to  anotfier  point  in  the 
resolutions — that  which  proposed  to  secure  emancipation  by  declaring 
all  the  negro  children,  after  a  certain  date,  to  be  born  free.  He 
tlioutrht  it  was  indirectly  sanctioning  the  principle  that  those  bom  be- 
fore that  period  were  lawfully  kept  in  bondage.  He  suggested  other 
objections  also  at  some  length  Uj  this  proposition.  On  the  whole  view 
of  the  case,  he  thought  the  meeting  would  not  do  justice  to  their  own 
feeling* — lo  the  «laves,  or  to  the  country — unless  they  went  forward 
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and  i(Ad  the  legislature  that  they  must  have  immediate  emancipation. 
They  were  a  free  and  enlightened  christian  people,  and  coidd  judi^e  of 
a  case  like  this  as  well  as  any  legislature  on  the  face  of  the  earth — 
(Loud  cheers).  He  woidd  not  recommend  any  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, or  advocatt!  the  cause  of  anarchy  ;  but  he  would  say  that  they 
ought  to  tell  the  legislature  plainly  and  strongly,  that  no  man  had  a 
title  to  property  in  man  ;  and  that  there  were  800,000  individuals  sigh- 
ing in  bondage  under  the  intolerable  evils  of  West  India  slavery,  who 
had  as  good  a  title  to  be  free  as  they  had ;  that  they  ovght  to  be  free, 
and  that  they  must  be  made  free — (Loud  cheering).  He  was  satisfied 
that,  if  t',^y  went  fonvard  with  a  petition  of  this  kind,  they  would  let 
not  only  the  legislature  see,  but  the  West  India  interest  (which  he  was 
sorry  to  say  was  a  great  deal  too  strong)  see  that  they  were  no  more 
to  be  bamboozled  or  put  offanv  longer  in  this  great  claim  of  humanity 
and  justice — (Cheers.)  The  Rev.  Doctor  concluded  b\  saying  that  he 
<iid  not  wish  to  divide  the  meetingbv  proposing  any  amendment  to  the 
resolutions;  but  merely  rose  to  state  his  sentiments  on  the  subject. 
There  was  a  loud  cry,  however,  in  different  quarters  of  *  move,  move,' 
and  Dr.  Thomson  accordingly  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  word 
inmediately  should  be  inserted,  and  the  proposition  regarding  children, 
expunged. 

This  amendment  having  been  seconded,  an  animated  discussion 
ensued,  in  which  Mr.  James  Simpson,  advocate,  Mr.  Wilson,  a  planter 
from  Trinidad,  and  the  Lord  Provost,  warmly  opposed  Dr.  Thomson. 
Dr.  T.  stoutly  defended  his  positions  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  had 
seconded  his  amendment  supported  him  in  a  speech,  which  he  con- 
cluded with  the  well-known  Latin  adage,  ^  Fiat  justiti^i  mat  caelum,' 
'  Let  us  do  justice,  be  the  consequence  what  it  may.'  Upon  this,  the 
Lord  Provost  arose,  and  left  the  chair,  declaring  that  he  could  not,  in 
bis  capacity  of  chief  magistrate  of  Edinlnirgli,  countenance  a  meeting 
where  such  sentiments  were  applauded. 

This  abrupt  and  uncalled  for  abandonment  of  the  chair,  which  no  one 
present  could  be  induced  to  occupy  in  his  stead,  and  some  discrepancy 
of  sentiment  on  the  question  of  gradual  or  immediate  emancipation, 
between  a  certain  portion  of  the  managing  committee  and  the  majority 
who  sided  with  Dr.  T.,  led  necessarily  to  an  adjournment  of  the  meet- 
ing. A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Committee  and  a  unani- 
mous declaration  that  no  discourtesy  was  intended  towards  the  Lord 
Provost,  were  however  first  unanimously  adopted  ;  and  a  resolution 
passed  by  acclamation,  that  another  meeting  should  be  speedily  held 
in  the  same  place,  to  support  an  energetic  petition  to  Parliament  for 
the  total  and  immediate  abolition  of  Negro  Slaven.'. 

2.    Second   Meeting  at  Edinburgh. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  a  second  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Negro 
■emancipation  was  held  at  Edinburgh.  An  able  and  well-conducted 
n*:\vs\)Q.\)or  ( The  Scotsnuni,)  describes  it  as  being  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  respectable  meetings  ever  assembled  in  that  intellect\ial  city. 
The  Great  Assembly  Room,  in  which  it  was  held,  was  crowded  to 
overflowing.     The  audience,  consistinc;  almost  exclu'-ively  of  the  well- 
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ctliR;iltil  and  most  iiitLlli^fiil  ranks  of  society,  amoiintcd  to  iioi  1,  ,» 
than  1  ,'2UU  persons.  A  petition  to  the  Ir^risl.iture,  on  rlio  print  ipl,, 
of  iminnliate  cmmiripittion,  \\\i.^  moved  by  Dr.  Thomson.  •■  and  »np 
ported  "  (says  tlie  Seotsmun,)  '•  by  an  address,  which  tor  clearno-  ,,| 
statement,  bold  and  masterly  argument,  and  an  elo(pience  that  k»  pi 
the  feehni^s  en'j;a<j;ed  in  the  conchisions  arrived  at  by  the  jndii:m<iii 
we  have  never  heard  snrpassed."  As  this  able  speech  has  been  siiuA' 
printed,  and  mav  be  had  on  application  at  IS,  Aldermanbiiry,  we  ni»  tl 
not  here  attempt  anv  analysis  of  it.  It  deserves,  and  we  trust  udl 
obtain,  a  very  extensive  circulation  throuu:hout  the  country. 

At  this  meeting',  which  was  conducted  with  the  most  perfect  decorum 
and  unanimity  of  sentiment,  the  chair  was  occupied  (in  the  absenct- 
of  Lord  Moncrief,  the  president,)  by  John  More,  Esq.  advocate  ;  and 
the  principal  speakers,  besides  Dr.  Thomson,  were  the  Rev.  Janun 
Buchannan,  Rev.  Mr.  M'Lean,  of  Leilh,  Dr.  John  Ritchie,  Rev.  J. 
Haldane,  Dr.  Grenville,  and  Mr.  William  Ritchie.  At  the  close  o| 
the  proceedings,  the  formation  of  a  Ladies'  Anti-Slavery  Society,  (tho 
Hrst,  we  believe,  in  Scotland,)  was  announced,  comprising;  amongst  iK 
members  many  ladies  eminent  in  rank,  and  distinguished  for  intelli 
gence  and  active  benevolence. 

The   petition   adopted    at    this   meeting  was  sul)se(iuently  si^ed  by 
upwards   of  ^^.OOO    respectable    inhabitants  ;   and  has  been  since  for 
warded  for  presentation  to  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Lord  Chancelhu 
Brougham,  and   to   the  Commons  by  Sir  T.  Denman.     The  subslanco 
of  its  prayer  is  comprised  in  the  following  clauses  : — 

"  Thai  th€  voice  of  a  disappointed  and  impatient  nation  now  calls  loudly  fui 
some  prompt  and  comprehensive  measure  to  redress  the  hondman's  wrongs  ;  and 
that  your  petitioners,  as  a  part  of  l)iat  nation,  eaii  now  no  longer  repress  the  lull 
and  earnest  expression  of  iheir  con\  iction,  that  man  cannot  hold  property  ui 
man  ;  that  slavery  is  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  natural  right,  and  of  thelawa 
of  revealed  religion;  that  it  involves  seventies  on  the  part  of  the  slaveholdei-, 
and  sufferings  on  the  part  of  the  slave,  which  no  laws  can  prevent ;  that  to  ket-p 
up  by  taxation  a  system  so  essentially  iniquitous,  ought  to  be  felt  as  an  intolerahln 
burden,  bodi  by  the  legislature  and  the  people  ;  that  all  attempt3  at  palliativ.; 
and  preparatory  measures,  while  the  unjust  and  immoral  principle  of  the  system 
remains,  must  be  delusive,  and  have  hitherto  only  mocked  the  sufferings  of  thu 
slave,  riveted  the  prejudices,  and  consolidated  die  opi)osiiioQ  of  the  slavehoKI«;i, 
and  left  upon  the  nation  the  unmitigated  guilt  u{  these  flagrant  wrongs  ;  :uid  ttiui 
nothing  less  can  satisfy  the  demands  of  eternal  justice,  than  the  full  and  absoluir 
termination  of  the  evil. 

"That  your  petitioners  therefore  do  approach  your  most  Honourable  Houie, 
not  only  with  a  deep  feeling  of  compassion  for  800,000  oppressed  and  svitferm^ 
slaves,  but  under  die  heavier  pressure  of  a  conscience  burdened  with  die  guilt  ni 
participation  in  the  iniquilous  oppression  ;  and  with  all  the  energy  with  which  » 
petitioning  people  can  respectfully  urge  a  representative  legislature,  do  imploru 
your  most  Honourable  House  in  its  wisdom  to  adopt  effectual  measures  for  dio 
immediate  and  total  abolition  of  Slavery  throu„^hout  the  Colonies  of  the  Empire. 

"  And  that,  at  the  same  time,  your  petitionei-s,  equally  anxious  for  the  safely 
and  improvement  of  the  black  population,  and  for  die  securing  to  the  white  in. 
habitants  die  uninjured  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  dieir  legitimate  possessions, 
do  also  petition  your  most  Honourable  House,  contemporaneously  with  the  dcr 
cree  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  to  make  such  pri)vi-,ioiial  enactments  as  shall  be 
necessary  or  expedient,  for  protecting  the  white  pijiMiation,  if  (heir  safety  slialj 
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appear  to  be  endangered — for  riromotm'/  the  temporal  welfare  and  moral  im- 
provement of  the  negroes,  and  irl  general  for  securing  the  interests  of  all  parties 
who  maybe  affected  by  the  great  me&sure  of  emancipation." 

3.    pKttTIf. 

We  shall  notice  the  other  princijial  Anti-Slavery  meetings  that  have 
recently  taken  place  in  Scotland,  beforf;  we  turn  to  the  other  quarters 
of  the  United  Kinii:dom. 

On  the  13th  of  October  a  niimTon*  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Perth  was  held  in  one  of  the  churrii.«-.s  of  that  city-  The  chair 
was  taken  by  J.  Meliss  Nairne,  Esq.  of  Munsinane  ;  and  the  meeting 
was  success!. dy  addressed  by  tlie  R'  v.  W.  A.  Thomson,  Rev. 
l)r.  Pringle,  Rev.  Messrs.  Young,  Nf-'* lands,  Jamieson,  R.  Thom- 
son, Mr.  James  M'Laren,  and  bv  Mr.  Alston;  a  native  of  the 
West  Indies,  now  resident  in  Perth.  Several  of  the  speeches  were 
very  impressive,  and  all  of  them  evinced  much  acquaintance  with 
the  history  and  effect*  of  slaven.-.  "  West  Indian  slavery,"  said  the 
Rev.  Robert  Thomson,  "  is  a  svstem  which  gives  to  one  man  arbitrary 
power  over  the  per.son  and  goods  and  family  of  his  fellow  and  his 
brother; — it  is  that  whirh  desrrades  an  immortal  being  to  a  level  with 
his  beast  of  burden,  and  ignorniniously  associates  a  living  spirit  with 
his  goods  and  chattels  ; — it  is  that  which  denounce?,  denies,  or  ob- 
structs the  sacred  rite  of  matrimony  ;  or,  where  this  blessed  union  has 
been  efl'ected.  assumes  to  itself  the  right  of  cutting  the  knot  which 
God's  own  tiiizcr  had  tied,  and  unceremoniously  and  barbarously  se- 
parates the  wife  from  the  husband,  and  even  the  mother  from  her  child  ; 
— it  is  that  which  places  the  person  of  the  slave  entirely  under  the  ab- 
solute control  of  vicious  masters,  or  their  agents  ;  which  control  is  often 
used  for  the  corrupting  of  the  young,  and  the  polluting  of  the  most 
hallowed  relations  of  life  ; — it  is  that  which  refuses  to  man  the  day  of 
rest,  which  God  designed  for  the  very  beast; — it  is  that  which  sanc- 
tions the  use  of  the  cart-whip,  and  the  flogging  of  females  indecent hj ; 
—it  is  that  which  allows  to  be  perpetrated  with  impunity  enormities 
too  odious  and  obscene  even  to  be  named.  And  this  complicated 
system  of  black  iniquity  and  intolerable  oppression  is  supported, 
and  defended,  and  continued  from  generation  to  generation,  by  this 
free  and  Christian  nation, — darkening  our  history  and  degrading  our 
character,  and  weighing  us  down  with  the  guilf  of  blood,  until  '  earth 
is  sick  and  heaven  is  wearv'  of  our  national  w  ickedness." 

The  resolutions  passed  at  this  meeting  expressed  "  their  unalterable 
determination  to  leave  no  lawful  means  unattempted  for  bringing  about, 
by  parliamentary  enactment,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  the 
entire  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  British  dominions." 

4.  Kelso. 
On  the  21st  of  October  an  Anti-Slavery  meeting  was  held  at  Kelso ; 
the  Rev.  R.  Lundie  in  the  chair.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Bates,  Renton, 
M'Cheyiie,  Hall,  and  Mr.  James  Simpson,  Adv(x-atc.  addressed  the 
assembly;  and  a  ^petition  to  parliament  was  adopted,  praying  the  lee:is- 
laturt-  to  adopt  effectual  means  '•  for  paving  the  way  for  the  reception 
of  the  blessines  of  freedom;  and  to  fix  a  specifir  time  beyond  which 
slavery  shfuild  cease  tn  exist  m  any  part  of  the  Rnnsh  en-pne." 
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( )ii  tlie  .ITtli  of  October  u  luut-'tiiiii,  of  the  friends  of  Negro  eiii<Anci|>a- 
tioii  was  lu'lil  at  Abenleen,  a  city  that  has  long'  distiiij^uished  ils-Jf  \>\ 
zealous  e.vertiuii  iii  tlie  Anti-Sla\ery  cause.  The  Hall  in  Union  Street, 
where  the  assembly  met,  though  capable  of  containing  upwards  of  a 
thousand  persons,  was  crowded  to  excess,  and  many  hundreds  of  re- 
spectable Inhabitants,  including  some  of  those  who  were  to  have  ad- 
dressed the  meeting,  found  it  impossible  to  gain  admittance.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  the  Ilev.  Dr.  Mijrrison,  of  Banchory,  who,  in  an 
opening  address,  deplored  the  removal  by  death,  since  their  last  meet- 
ini;  in  18"28,  of  not  fev.er  than  seven  of  the  best  supporters  of  the  cause, 
and,  among  others,  of  their  late  venerable  chairman,  Dr.  Robert  Hamil- 
ton, distiuijuished  not  less  by  his  ardent  zeal  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
than  by  his  eminence  in  literature  and  political  science. 

The  meeting  was  successively  addressed  by  several  gentlemen,  in 
animated  speeches,  evincing  in  many  cases  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  practical  details  and  bearmgs  of  the  ([uestion,  not  less  than 
ardour  in  the  high  moral  and  political  principles  on  which,  as  freemen 
and  Christians,  we  are  bound  to  consider  it. 

The  following  Ministers  of  the  town  and  environs  were  the  princi- 
pal speakers  :  Rev.  Messrs.  Foote,  Leith,  Spence,  Tliorburn.  Simpson, 
Angus,  Penman,  Cocking,  Clowes,  and  Principal  .lack,  of  the  Univer- 
sity. A  petition  was  agreed  upon,  "  urgently  nnploring  parliament  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  devise  and  enact  the  wisest  and  best  measures  for 
insuring  the  early  and  tinal  abolition  of  slavery." 

G.    Pm^i.iv. 

.An  Anti-Slavery  meeting  was  held  at  Paisley,  in  the  Court  Hall,  on 
the  1st  ot  November;  James  Carlile,  Kscj.  in  the  chair.  It  was  nume- 
rously attended.  The  subject  was  discussed  with  threat  ability  by  the 
following  speakers:  J.  M.  Bell,  Esq.  Advocate,  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  Rev. 
Messrs.  M'Diarmid,  .M'Nair,  Baird,  Smart,  and  Kennedy.  The  speech 
of  Dr.  Burns  has  since  been  pul)lished  in  a  separate  form,  and  is  well 
worth  the  attention  of  our  readers." 

7.      Gl.ASOOW. 

On  the  1  Ith  of  Ninember,  a  public  meetin<;  of  the  friends  of  negro 
emancipation  was  held  at  (rlasgow,  with  a  view  to  petition  Parliamenl. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Anthony  VViixham,  l\s(j.  who  opened  tlie 
proceedintrs  by  an  animated  adilress.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wardlaw  followed, 
in  a  speech  distinguished  for  high  argimientative  elocpitnce.  NV  e  ex- 
tract the  t'oUowiui::  specimen  : 

*•  From  the  defenders  of  slavery,  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  exag- 
geration. They  allege  that  some  of  the  facts  adduced  to  nnpress  the 
public  mind  are  false,  and  that  others  are  i^reatly  a>j:ii:i;ivate(i.  When 
they  discover  one  of  this  description,  they  make  the  most  ot  it ;  and 
would  fain  adopt,  and  persuade  others  to  adopt  the  maxim,  '  Ex  uno 
disce  nmnes:  And  not  a  few  are  in  danger  of  applying  the  maxim, 
and  of  haviuir  their  sentiment  of  condemnation  thus  weakened;  so  that 
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tliey  repoit  thf-  <ounter-statements  they  have  heard,  with  minds. unset- 
tled, and  almost  reduced  to  neutrality.  They  hear  the  printed  journal 
of  the  atrocities  of  slave.'y  traduced  as  a  parcel  of  lies,  the  inventions 
and  exa^g-erations  of  malice  ;  they  have  specimens  adfluced,  in  which 
the  falsehood  or  the  aggravation,  they  cannot  but  think,  is  fairly  mad«* 
out ;  and  their  antipathies  to  slavery  are  brought  almost  to  a  mere 
negation.  TTiat  exaggerated  accounts  have  been  occasionally  circu- 
lated we  may  readily  admit  :  it  were  almost  a  miracle  that  it  shoidd 
be  otherwise.  But  I  cannot  allow  such  a  charge  as  that  of  any  thing 
like  frequent  mis-statement  to  be  brought  against  the  printed  record 
to  which  1  have  alluded.  The  Anti-Slavery  Reporter  is  compiled 
under  the  full  assurance  that  there  is  an  eye  of  vigilant  jealousy  which 
will  closely  scrutinise  every  article,  and  every  particular  of  every  arti- 
cle that  appears  there,  and  will  drag  to  light,  and  expose  to  pu})lic 
obloquy,  every  thing  that  can  be  detected  in  the  form  of  mis-state- 
ment. Even  with  this  knowled<re,  strong  as  is  the  pledsre  of  veracity 
and  careful  incjuiry  afibided  Vn  it,  it  would  be  wonderful  that  there 
never  had  bf-en  a  slip.  And  yet.  taking  the  whole  average  mass  of  its 
monthly  contents  f*or  a  series  of  years,  ihe  Editors  might  adopt  tire 
language  of  the  angry  patriarch,  and  say  to  their  keenest  and  most 
virulent  inqui-itor,  '  whereas  thou  hast  searched  all  my  stufl',  what 
hast  thou  found  ?'  But  Sir,  I  will  give  the  oV)jector  the  benefit  of  a 
large  allowance.  The  facts  themselves  are  so  nuiltiplicd,  that  we  can 
tasily  afford  it.  1  ask,  what  is  the  inference?  Our  principle  is,  that 
Slareri/  in  a  had  ihiu/f,  and  oin/hf  in  he  aholished.  How  stands  thet 
tounter-argumenl  ?  '  You  sav  that  Slavery  is  a  bud  thins;;  but  some 
of  the  alleged  facts  in  support  of  your  position  have  been  found  exag- 
gerated or  groundless;  so  that '^ — So  that  what?  what  is  the  conclu- 
sion ?  that  Slavery  is  a  (jood  thing,  and  ought  to  be  continued  ? 
L'nless  the  premises  carry  to  this,  they  are  nothing  to  the  purpose.  But, 
alas,  for  the  Logic  !  How  would  it  do  in  application  to  some  other 
subjects''  Suppose  we  take  Persecution.  There  can  be  little  doubt, 
that  occasionally  there  have  been  false  and  exaggerated  representa- 
tions of  particular  facts  in  the  history  of  persecution.  Individuals 
may  have  ''een  represented  as  killod,  when  thev  were  only  tortured; 
as  tortured,  wlun  they  were  only  banished  ;  a>;  banished,  when  thev 
were  oidy  imf)ri^oned  ;  as  havhit;  lost  both  eyes,  when  they  t)nly  lost 
one;  as  havin<:  i»een  put  upon  the  rack,  when  they  were  only  thund)- 
screwed  ;  or  as  having  received  fifty  lashes,  wlun  it  wtis  only  forty- 
nine,  or  even,  if  vou  will,  none  at  all;  and  a  thousand  may  have  been 
stated  as  massacred,  when  there  were  only  nine  hundred.  We  can 
conceive  an  endless  variety  of  ways  in  which  there  may  have  been 
greater  or  slighter  mis-statements.  What  is  the  inference  ?  That  per- 
secution is  a  srood  thing?  or  that  it  should  not  be  condemned  and 
reprobated  so  strongly,  in  the  principle  or  the  practice  of  it,  or  branded 
with  quite  so  deey)  a  stigma  of  infuniy,  as.  in  these  happy  times  nf 
liberty  of  conscience,  we  have  learned  to  affix  to  it  ^  I  shall  only  say, 
that  the  one  inference  would  be  as  fj'oorl  a-  the  other.  Both  are  un- 
■-ouncl  and  woithle^s. 

•'  In  the  same  >puit.  Sii.  we  are  rminv  it  liuip  assureil.  that  ihc  idea 
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we  have  o(  the  t  ondi.iun  of  the  >laves  is  a  very  false  one  :  -  ihut  ihey 
are  well  \'ci\,  ami  well  sct'ii  to;  tirat  (lay  uie  on  the  a\i'iaj^'c  loiter  oH" 
tliaji  iiiaiiv  of  the  woikiii-x  cla>--i-;  of  our  (uvn  c  mntrv  ;  thit  iht-v  do 
not  feel  tlieir  slavery,  l)m,  if  '.iily  let  alone  hy  otficioiis  iiiiciiiieildlcrs, 
wo-  M  be  merrv  and  happv.  But,  Sir,  kccpintj  to  general  piituipUs, 
I  would  first  of  all  ask, — lookin;;  at  the  simple  fact  of  SOl>,(ii)U  slaves, 
portioned  out  amontr>t  I  know  not  how  many  owners  and  superintcn- 
daats, — and  taking  into  account  the  natural  and  asccitamed  tendencies 
of  slavery  to  degrade  on  the  one  side  and  to  harden  uu  the  other, — 
whether  it  be  in  the  nature  of  things,  whether  it  be  within  the  range 
of  moral  possibilities,  that  there  should  not  exist  an  incalculable  ac- 
cumulation of  wrong  and  outrage  ?  We  are,  a  priori,  prepared  to 
expect  it.  On  the  averages  of  human  nature,  we  feel  sali>tied  that  it 
cannot  be  otherwise ;  and  that  there  is  a  previous  verisimilitude  in 
any  tale  of  horror  that  comes  to  us  as  the  product  of  such  a  system  ; 
altiiough  such  tales  there  have  been,  possessing  features  (.f  atrocity 
so  hideous,  that  but  for  their  thorough  authentication,  tlu'v  must  have 
stunned  us  into  incredulity.  Keeping  to  licneral  principles,  I  ask 
farther — slaves  being  regarded  in  general  simply'  as  so  niiu  h  farm 
stock,  and  estimated  by  the  quantum  of  bone  and  muscle,  and  phy- 
sical capability, — am  I  not  ri^iht  when  I  say,  that  similar  priiici[)les  of 
treatment  are  applied  to  them  with  those  applied  to  any  I'tiier  animal 
machine,  in  the  shape  of  horse  or  ox?  Now  there  are  here  tw(;  sys- 
tems of  solution  for  the  same  practical  problem.  The  problem  is,  how  to 
bring  the  greatest  amount  of  product  from  the  animal's  lal>our,  whether 
brute  or  human.  The  first  system  is,  exacting  aa  much  labour  as 
possible  in  a  short  time.  The  other  is,  exacting  less  labour,  and 
niakins:the  animal  last  the  lon'zer.  The. one  method  wearing-  out  the 
physical  powers  quickly,  l)ut  making  them  the  more  proiluctive  while 
thevlast;  the  other,  vvearin;:  them  out  more  slowly,  aJid  _^aininjr  in 
time  what  is  deficient  in  toil.  Now,  the  man  who  knows  his  own 
interest,  must  know,  as  a  general  principle,  that  whichx.»ever  of  these 
plans  be  followed,  gootl  feeding  and  careful  treatment  are  necessary 
to  its  efficiency.  But  in  the  case  of  the  slave,  as  well  aa  of  the  brute, 
it  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  a  calculation  of  interest.  And  alas  ! 
in  how  many  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  cases  do  the  hasty, 
the  capricious,  or  the  malignant  tempers,  which  are  either  natural, 
or  produced  by  the  very  tendencies  of  absolute  domination,  miserably 
overcome  the  principles  of  mercenary  calculation,  and  make  the  vic- 
tims of  that  domination  feel  the  yoke  to  be  cruelly  i:allinir '.  And 
even  their  -^ood  treatment,  Sir,  what  is  it?  It  is  just  the  i:ood  treat- 
ment of  their  tellow-labourers,  the  horse,  the  ox,  and  the  mule  !  .Ynd 
where  is  the  British  peasant,  or  the  British  mechanic,  t'roiu  John 
o'Groat's  to  the  Lmd's  End,  who  would,  for  such  feediUij  and  such 
treatment,  relin(piish  his  tVeedom,  sell  himself  at  a  valuaii..n,  iiec-ome 
a  part  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  another,  his  absolute  property,  one 
of  his  live  stock,  a  human  brute,  to  be  tasked  at  his  mercy,  and  dis- 
posed of  at  his  pleasure  '.  Where  is  th.;  man  who  would  not  [irefer  to 
such  a  condition  the  free  sweat  of  his  brow,  w«  n-  il  coiupeusated  by  no 
more  than  his  crual  of  bread  and  his  mouthful  of  water  (     Think  not. 
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O  think  not,  that  1  epeak  lifjhtly  of  the  sufferirgs  of  my  fellow-coun- 
trynuni  at  home.  If  iho  man  is  to  be  found  wiio  would  make  such  a 
choice,  he  is  deeply  to  bo  pitied.  He  ha.s  been  rendered  at)ject  by 
the  pressure  of  his  condition.  But  here  atrain,  what  is  the  inference? 
That  becaube  the  mere  physical  condition  of  aome  of  the  neo:ro  slaves 
is  superior  (admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  the  assertions  of  the 
West  Indians  to  be  true,)  to  the  physical  condition  of  ftome  of  our  la- 
bourers at  home,  we  should  therefore  let  the  slaves  alone,  and  that  ail 
our  talk  about  them  is  the  mere  cant  and  whining  of  sentimentalism  ; 
and  all  our  zeal,  and  all  our  petitioning,  and  all  our  efforts,  the  dri- 
velling of  a  h  •4)0critical  enthusiasm,  that  is  careless  of  distress  at  our 
door,  and  'will  be  meddling'  with  what  is  none  of  its  concerns  ?  No, 
Sir,  the  legitimate  inference  is.  not  that  we  should  give  up  caring  for 
the  negro,  but  that  we  should  care  more  than  ever  for  the  suffering 
poor  amongst  ourselves.  Sir,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  sigh 
over  the  thought,  that  there  should  exist  any  ground  for  the  degrading 
comparir,on.  And  sure  1  am,  that  if  any  measures  can  be  brought 
into  legitimate  operation  for  lifting  the  burden  of  poverty  and  its  at- 
tendant evils,  from  any  class  of  our  countrymen  on  whom  it  heavily 
presse."-,  there  is  not  a  man  on  this  platform  who  would  not  lend  heart 
and  hand  to  its  promotion,  who  would  not  be  ready  to  show,  that  the 
friend  of  the  Negro  slave  is  the  friend  of  the  British  peasant,  the  friend 
of  mankind."- 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Heugh,  Greville  Ewing,  and  Beattie,  likewise 
delivered  long  and  able  addresses  ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Patrick  M'Far- 
lane,  in  moving  one  of  the  resolutions,  adverted  to  an  attack  from  the 
Glasgow  Courier,  in  the  following  terms  :  "  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Svnod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  a  petition  to  Parliament  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  was  agreed  to.  A  Journal,  the  organ  of  the  West  India 
interest  in  this  city,  has  since  animadverted  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Synod,  observing,  that  the  Ministers  of  Glasgow  derived  their  stipends 
from  the  prosperity  of  the  West  India  interest ;  and  if  they  effected  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  they  must  have  their  stipends  reduced  one-half — 
as  much  as  to  say  :  Take  care,  you  are  nursed  by  the  West  India  in- 
terest ;  and  you  had  better  keep  in  amity  with  that  powerful  body. 
He  came  there  that  day  to  resist  the  attack  made  on  the  independence 
of  himself  and  colleagues.  He  would  tell  that  Journalist  that  no 
influeiire  should  deter  him  from  the  right  of  thinking  and  acting  for 
himself;  and  he  would  pledge  himself  for  the  Ministers  of  Glasgow, 
that  they  were  of  the  same  mind.  They  held  it  as  their  indefeasible 
right  to  act  and  think  for  themselves,  on  all  subjects ;  and  they  would 
not  be  frowned  down  by  the  most  wealthy  or  powerful  body,  or  by  any 
influence  whatever,  from  exercising  th(;ir  undoubted  privilege.  The 
writer  attempts  to  alarm  them  by  a  refeituce  to  pecuniary  considera- 
tions, biit  he  rejected  with  disdain  the  foul  insinuation  that  they  were 
guided  bv  pecuniary  motives.  He  cast  from  himself  and  brethren, 
with  the  utmost  scorn  and  indignation,  such  an  imputation  ;  his  col- 
leagues had  acted  honestly  and  inde])endentiy,  and  they  would 
continue  to  do  so.  (Applause.)  The  letter  in  question  was  sicned 
D.C'.,(whir!i  he  interpreted,  Defender  of  the  Colonies,)  South  Wcllinj- 
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luij  Place.  (A  l;iii.;li.)  This  redoubtable  journalist* — tins  pampered 
and  well  paid  supporter  of  the  West  India  interest — this  dec  laiiner 
ajjainst  the  riichts  of  8U<>,1)0()  black  men,  and  as  had  been  shown.  u\ 
wliite  men  too — (a  lauuh) — know  too  well  that  his  sophistrv  woidd  not 
do  with  men  of  education  ;  and  he  therefore  attacks  what  he  su[)poses 
to  be  the  weak  side  of  the  Ministers  of  Glasirow  ;  and  he  says,  in  etloct, 
•  Gentlemen,  lake  care  of  your  interests!'  It  must  be  a  bad  cause  indeed 
which  retpiired  such  support.  If  the  cause  was  a  good  one,  if  it  was 
consistent  with  hunuinitv,  whv  did  its  supporters  not  appeal  to  a  pub- 
lic meeting  ?  It  woidd  be  curious  to  see  an  advertisement  in  tlic 
Courier  for  instance  calling  a  meeting  in  the  Assembly  Rooms  on 
such  a  day  and  at  such  an  hour  to  take  into  considerati<m  the  best 
means  of  perpetuating  the  inetiUble  blessing  of  slavery,  not  oidv  in 
the  West  Indies,  but  to  extend  it  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  !f 
(Liiughter.)" 


*  Tlie  well  known  Mr.  Macqueen  is  alluded  to. 

\  The  Pro-Slavery  party  \n  Gl;iii:^ow  have  not  ventured  to  call  a  public  meeting: ;  but 
they  are  now  assiduously  promotini;  a  petition  to  Parliament,  praying  fur  •(/■(/(/««/ 
emancipntion.  And  assuredly,  as  in  the  hands  o£  the  Planters  even  amelioration  has 
been  during  the  last  23  years  so  gradual  as  to  be  in  many  points  actually  retrogressive, 
we  may  look  for  emancipation,  under  such  auspices,  at  the  iniUenniuin — and  not  till 
then.  W'e  subjoin  two  of  the  clauses  of  this  petition,  as  illustrative  of  the  tone  the 
West  India  party  have  recently  assumed,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  baffling  the  aims 
of  the  Abolitionists  now,  as  they  succeeded  in  baffling  them  for  20  years  in  the 
question  of  the  Slave  Trade, — by  plausible  pretexts  for  indefinite  delay.  Who, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  facts,  can  read  without  >com  and  indignation  their 
delusive  and  mendacious  assertions  about  the  pretended  "  efforts  dictated  by  a 
just  zeal"  "  being  made  to  instruct  him  (die  .slave)  in  the  principles  of  a  holy 
religion  and  pure  morality,"  "  under  the  protection  end  encouraticment  of  his 
owtier"! .'  And  this  they  have  the  matchless  etfronter\'  to  state,  while  they  .ire 
persecuting  (as  we  still  dnd  them  doing  by  the  very  latest  arrivals  from  Jamaica;  botii 
Missionaries  and  slaves,  even  to  death,  for  communicating  and  receivinij  religious 
instruction  !  Marking  merely  a  iew  of  the  hypocritical  phrases  of  the  following 
extract  in  Italics,  we  leave  our  readers  to  compare  such  professions  with  the 
general  and  unvarying  treatment  of  the  .Slaves,  as  unveiled  m  our  previous  pages, 
and  in  Mr.  Stephen's  invaluable  and  unanswerable  "  Delineation  of  Slavery." 

"  That  the  humamtij  of  resisting  the  slave's  immediate  enfranchisement,  is  .ren- 
dered still  more  evident  by  the  fact,  that  meanwhile,  under  the  protection  and 
encouragement  oj" his  owner,  every  effort  dictated  by  a  just  zeal,  and  warranted 
by  a  prudent  regard  to  circumstances,  is  being  made  to  instruct  him  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  holy  religion  and  pure  morality ;  and  dius,  by  elevating  hiin  in  the 
scale  of  civihzation,  to  fit  liim  for  ultimately  enjoying  in  a  right  spirit  that  free- 
dom, which  at  present  he  values  only  as  holding  out  a  prospect  of  total  exemption 
from  labour,  and  unrestnune<i  indulgence  of  those  low  appetites  that  always  pre- 
dominate in  the  savage  character. — That,  by  allowing  the  accessaries  to  civilization 
thus  already  at  work,  to  operate  their  natural  results  in  a  gradual  and  peaceable 
manner,  the  Slave  will  at  length  become  ready  to  enter  on  die  enjoyment  of  entire 
freedom,  widiout  any  shock  bein<r  given  to  society,  or  any  ruk  encountered  as  to 
his  own  future  destiny  :  and  therefore,  since  in  no  other  way  it  is  possible  to  re- 
concile the  interests  of  all  parties,  and  avoid  either  die  robbery-  of  the  Colonists, 
the  imposition  of  an  iiiMitf.nibly  large  coinpensatinn-tax  ^n  this  already  over- 
•axedVoutitr)-,  or  a  direct  noliitton  of'  the  humaniii/  due  to  the  Slave  himxelf — it 
IS  demanded  by  n-hl  Oelmg,    is  well  ds  by  sound  poli<  y,  that  a  Hoaf  ear  should 
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A  series  of  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  from  wliicli  wf 
extract  the  followiiiff  : — 

"  That  granting  ibe  desirableness,  so  incessantly  pleaded  by  the  slave-holders, 
and  the  advocates  of  tbeir  system,  of  preparing  the  slaves,  by  a  previous  process 
of  mental  culture,  and  especially  of  moral  and  religious  instruction,  for  appreci- 
ating, enjoying,  aiid  rightly  using  their  proposed  freedom, — it  is  as  lamentable  as 
it  is  notorious,  that  by  those  who  urge  this  plea,  no  general  and  efficient  measures 
have  yet  been  adopted  for  imparting  the  necessary  preparation,  so  that  were  Uieir 
intentions  to  be  judged  by  their  conduct,  it  would  seem,  with  some  honourable 
and  praiseworiliy  exceptions,  as  if  instead  of  being  in  earnest  for  the  attainment  of 
the  ultimate  desjirn,  thiey  were  rathei  desirous  to  retain  the  convenient  plea,  in 
undiminished  foive,  for  an  indefinite  futunty. 

'*  That  the  system  having  grown  to  such  an  extent,  and  involving  in  it  so  great 
a  variety  of  contlictini:  interests,  it  is  not  reasonably  to  be  expected  that  any  de- 
visable scheme  of  emaucipation  should  be  unencumbered  with  difficulties ;  that 
those  measures  are  euL.led  to  preference  which  most  effectually  combine  the  two 
commands  to  '  do  justly'  and  to  '  love  mercy  ;'  that  desirous  as  we  are  of  the  im-"^^ 
mediate  extinction  of  all  slavery,  as  a  violation  of  the  birthright  of  fellow-men,  ) 
and  a  foul  stain  on  our  country's  character  and  honour,  we  shall  rejoice,  if,  on 
mature  consideration  of  claims  and  consequences,  the  British  legislature  shall  find 
itself  in  a  condition  to  restore  the  right,  and  to  wipe  offtlie  stain  by  one  glorious 
act  of  instant  liberation  ;  but  should  the  case  still  appear  as  requiring  measures 
of  more  gradual  operation,  it  is  in  our  judgment  indispensable,  that  the  salutary 
proposals  which  have  already  been  approved  by  Parliament,  instead  of  being  any 
longer  left,  in  any  case,  to  tiie  discretionary  adoption  of  the  colonial  audiorities, 
shall  all  be  renden>d  imperative  by  express  enactment,  and  their  strict  obser- 
vance be  penally  enforced  ;  so  that  the  country  may  no  longer  be  befooled  by 
unexecuted  orders  and  illusory  promises." 

8.  ScuTTis^i  Synods  and  Presbyteries. 

Before  leavinir  Scotland  for  the  present,  we  have  to  add,  with  great 
satisfaction,  that  this  cause  has  been  advocated  by  the  ministers  of 
religion,  in  that  country,  both  of  the  established  church  and  other  de- 
nominations, with  peculiar  zeal  and  ability.  Keeping  the  question  of 
slavery,  as  it  otight  to  be  kept,  distinct  from  all  reference  to  party  po- 
litics, tiie  clergy  of  Scotland,  generally,  have  justly  viewed  it  to  be 
their  hi^h  duty  and  privilege  to  come  forward  prominently  at  this  im- 
portant conjuncture,  to  instruct  and  arouse  the  people  under  their 
charge  to  petition  the  legislature.  They  have  also,  in  several  cases,  sent 
in  their  own  solemn  appeal  for  the  abolition  of  Slavery  in  a  collective 
capacity.  The  Synod  of  (ilasgow  and  Ayr,  as  was  stated  by  Dr. 
M'Farlane,  have  done  so  unanimouslv  ;  and  the  Synods  of  Merse  and 
Teviotdale,  and  of  l/)thian  and  Tweeddale,  by  overwhelming  majori- 
ties. The  Presl)yteries  of  Edinburgh,  Paisley,  Selkirk,  and,  we  be- 
lieve, several  otluTs,  have  adopted  the  same  meritorious  course ;  and 
numerous  parochial  and  congregational  petitions,  promoted  by  the  cler- 
gy, have  been  presented  to  Parliament.      It  isbut  justice  to  notice,  that 

be  turned  to  those  who,  guided  only  by  abstract  notions  of  philanthropy,  and 
overlooking  all  consider atiom  of  practical  wisdom,  would  precipitate  at  once  a 
crisis,  which  cannot  coiiie  upon  us  safely  but  as  the  eflect  of  un  adcquntc  dcfiree 
of  iivilizalion,  produced  bi/  fminanizing  cauies  openttinfi  tkrougfi  a  sitflicirnt  length 
dfyeujs." 
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'>.  Hk  \i)roiu). 
On  the  4th  ol"  <  )rto!>cr,  ii  iiMiiiernus  nieftin^  of  the  riiluhit.intj*  of 
Bradtiml  and  its  vii.inity  vfus  held,  with  a  view  to  address  the  Tlirorn-, 
and  petition  Parliament  for  the  *'  speedy  extinction"  of  nc^ro  sluvcrv. 
The  Rev.  Henry  Heap,  Vicar  of  Bradford,  was  called  to  the  chijr; 
and  the  meetings  was  successively  addressed  by  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Bull, 
Rev.  Dr.  Stednian,  Rev.  Messrs.  Hudson,  Morjran,  Godwin,*  and 
Fish,  in  very  impressive  speeches.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hudson,  who  is  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  was  formerly  a  missionary  in  Jamaica,  observed 
that  the  colonists  talked  much  of  the  evils  and  perils  which  mitjht  be 
apprehended  to  result  t'rom  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  West  Inflies  ; 
but  that  in  his  opinion,  formed  after  three  years'  residence  there,  these 
apprehensions  were  iiToundless.  After  discussinij  and  illustratino" 
this  part  of  the  question  at  some  len<i;th,  and  denionstratin;^  the 
futility  of  the  threats  of  the  colonists  to  rebel  and  throw  themselves 
into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  should  abolition  be  carried  in  par- 
liament, Mr.  Hudson  detailed  some  facts  of  which  he  had  been  a 
witness,  illustrative  of  the  inhimianity  with  which  the  slaves  were 
fretjuently  treated.  Amon^  other  cruelties,  he  had  himself  seen  a 
boy  laid  down  to  be  flogged,  and  his  mother  compelled  to  hold  him 
whilst  his  brother  administered  fifty-two  lashes;  and,  durimj;  the 
castiuation,  the  master  took  the  wlii[)  I'rom  the  brotlier's  hand,  and 
flo<r;,xe(l  him  for  not  HoLfirinir  hard  encjui^h.  It  was,  he  added,  common 
to  see  women  flogged  bv  the  drivers  with  the  cart-whip,  i  terrilile  instru- 
ment t'rom  rive  to  seven  teet  Ions:.  Notwithstandiuir  the  law  whiih  thrbids 
workiiij:^  between  seven  o'clock  on  Saturdav  nii^ht  and  seven  on  Mon- 
day morniuij',  he  had  frequently  seen  mills  and  carts  at  work  on  Sun- 
day. And  who  was  to  inform  a2:ainst  the  practice  ?  Self-interest 
operated  through  every  heart,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  and  therefore  it  could  never  be  expected  that  the  colonists 
would  abolish  the  system  by  which  thev  were  supported.  The  state- 
ment that  it  would  be  impossible  to  evan<relize  the  neijroes  was  false, 
because  it  was  t'ounded  on  the  principle  that  thev  were  not  men  but 
brutes.  Indeed  he  had  seen  a  letter  in 'the  Monto^o  Bav  Gazette, 
published  in  1828,  in  which  the  writer  held  that  negroes  were  neither 
men  nor  brutes,  but  a  certain  mixed  species  !" 

10.    MlLKSHAM. 

Early  in  October  an  Anti-Slaverv  mt etinj;  was  helrl  at  Mtlksham. 
when  several  iMier^etic  resolutiiius  were  passed,  and  petitions  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  aiireed  upon.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Hume,  Newton, 
Johnson,  Roofers,  Ellicjt,  Honywill,  Keene,  and  Parrv  ;  and  Messrs. 
Withy,  Fowler,  Awdry,  and  Hulbert,  i;espectively  addressed  the  as- 
sembly with  great  etiect.     Mr.  Withv,  in   a  speeih  of  considerable 
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lenf^tli,  delineated  the  evils  and  miseries  of  slavery,  as  lie  had  per- 
sonally witnessed  them  a  few  years  ago  in  the  southern  states  oi 
America.  He  had  there  seen  the  slaves  driven  bv  the  whip  on  the 
public  roads,  from  place  to  ^lace,  like  droves  of  cattle.  He  had  seen 
men,  women,  and  children  of  all  ages,  exposed  for  sale  in  the  public 
markets,  in  the  same  manner  precisely  as  cattle  are  exposed  in  the 
fairs  and  markets  of  this  country ;  and,  on  these  occasions,  every 
regard  to  decency  was  set  at  defiance.  That  the  negroes  were  en- 
dowed with  the  same  intellectual  powers  as  Europeans,  had  been,  he 
said,  demonstrated  to  his  perfect  satisfaction,  on  his  personal  obser- 
vation of  schools  in  America  for  black  and  coloured  children,  where 
he  had  seen  them  pass  their  examinations  in  the  different  branches  of 
literature  with  ability  quite  equal  to  what  he  had  ever  witnessed  in 
our  schools  at  home. 

11.  Trvro. 
On  the  8th  of  October,  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Truro  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Room  of  that  town.  Wm. 
Tweedy,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair;  and  the  meeting  was  succes- 
sively addressed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Martin,  Trist,  Moore,  and 
by  Messrs.  W.  M.'  Tweedy  and  W.  T.  Blair.  Several  of  the  speeches 
were  very  able  ;  but  the  necessity  which  our  limits  impose  of  restrict- 
ing our  extracts  within  narrow  boundaries,  compels  us  to  pass  over  this 
meeting,  like  many  others,  without  sivin^-  even  an  outline  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  meeting  separated  under  a  deep  impression  of  the 
duty  of  uniting  in  every  legal  means  of  putting  an  early  and  total  end 
to  the  criminal  and  degrading  system. 

1'2.     KiNGSTON-OX-TllAMES. 

On  the  same  day,  (October  8th,)  a  public  meeting  to  petition  Par- 
liament for  the  extinction  of  slavery,  and  to  establish  an  Anti-Slavery 
Association,  was  held  at  Kingston-on-Thames.  J.I.  Briscoe,  Esq.  M.  P. 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  introduced  the  business  by  an  appropriate 
address.  He  was  well  supported  by  Mr.  H.  Pownall,  in  a  long  and 
impressive  .speech  ;  and  also  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Gerard  Noel,  Mr. 
Joseph  Wilson,  of  Clapham,' Rev.  A.  Churchill,  Messrs.  Phillips, 
Strachan,  Palmer,  Chalk,  &c.     An  energetic  petition  was  adopted. 

13.  F.\LMorTn. 
On  the  11th  of  Octf)ber,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Falmouth,  with  the 
view  of  forming  an  Anti-Slavery  Association,  and  promoting  petitions 
to  Parliament.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  J.  Cornish,  Esq.  Mayor; 
and  the  meeting  was  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Harding,  Davies, 
Clarke,  Muscut;  and  by  Messrs.  Blair,  Bond,  Budd,and  Dr.  Boase.  We 
must  confine  ourselves  to  a  brief  notice  of  the  valuable  testimony  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  respecting  West  India  slavery.  Having  been 
recently  a  missionaiy  in  the  West  Indies,  he  gives  his  evidence  as  an 
eve-witness. 

He  came  forward,  he  said,  to  give  his  voluntary  testimony  against 
West  India  slavery,  as  a  system  im.^anctioned  by  ihe  word  of  Ciod.re- 
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piitrniiiit  to  the  rights  ul' nuinkind,  and  (apposed  tu  everv  ^ooit  prin- 
ciple in  liimian  nature.  Adniittini;  that  some  facts  mav  lia\«-  l)een 
uiis-statcd,  some  acts  of  cruelty  unintentionally  exairirerated.  the  colo- 
nists had  little  cause  to  complain  ;  for  were  every  thinj^  fairly  adjnstefl 
— everv  inaccuracy  corrected,  and  cxairi^eration  retracted,  and,  on  the 
other  side,  the  nianit'old  atrocities  brouijht  to  lii:ht  which  are  now  un- 
known, the  case  of  the  planters  would  appear  much  worse  than  it  does  at 
present.  There  were,  it  is  true,  some  planters  who  treat  their  slaves  with 
humanity — who  are  careful  to  restrict  the  unmeasured  use  of  the  whip 
— who  make  provision  for  their  wants — shew  them  considerable  atten- 
tion when  sick — and  even  provide  for  their  relii^ious  instruction  ;  but 
such  treatment,  said  Mr.  D.  is  the  exception,  not  the  ijeneral  rule,  in 
the  West  Indies  :  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  planters  are  cri- 
minal in  the  si^ht  of  God  and  man. — He  maintained  that  there  is  no 
analojjy  between  the  slavery  allowed  amone^  the  Jews  and  that  which 
[)revails  in  our  colonies,  either  in  orijxin  or  practice.  A  man  who 
should  acquire  a  slave  under  the  Jewish  law,  by  robbery,  as  our  ne»ro 
slaves  were  acquired,  was  liable  to  be  put  to  death.  The  Jews  held  a 
slave  in  bondaije  six  years,  and  then  allowed  him  to  ^ro  free,  with  a 
provision*  for  his  immediate  wants.  An  individual  mi>.z:ht,  indeed, 
v  luiitaiily  relinquish  his  ritrht  to  liberty,  and  remain  in  a  state  of 
bondai^e  ;  but  the  Jubilee  ternunated  even  contracts  of  that  kind. 
Was  there  any  thinir  of  the  mildness  and  mcrt-ifulness  of  this  spe<-ie< 
of  servitude  to  be  found  in  West  India  slavery  '  A'^ain.  under  the  old 
dispensation,  the  Jewish  master  was  dire<'ted  to  irive  his  bondman  a 
reasonable  support,  and  to  treat  him  with  kindness  and  humanity  ; 
and  no  iijnominious  punishment  was  to  be  inflicted  upon  him,  lest 
lie  should  appear  vile  in  the  estimation  of  his  brethren.  But  how  dif- 
ferent was  the  case  in  our  colonies  !  The  planters,  no  doubt,  asserted 
that  the  slaves  were  well  provided  for.  But  it  is  not  the  case.  A  poor 
slave,  on  one  occasion,  told  him  (Mr.  Davies)  that  he  wished  to  attend 
the  sacrament,  but  was  afraid  to  come,  because  he  was  compelled  to 
sell  and  buy  on  the  Sabbatli-dav.  Three  herriuirs  and  a  half  per  week 
for  himself,  and  a  herring^  and  a  h.alf  for  each  child,  was  not  sufficient, 
lie  said,  to  keep  them,  and  one  suit  of  clothes  was  not  enough  for  the 
year;  and  so  they  were  obh^ed  to  <^o  to  market  and  thus  obtain  sup- 
port. This  was  the  testimony  of  an  individual  makiuii^  no  complaint, 
and  who  was,  in  fact,  a  ^reat  deal  better  otFthan  many  of  his  brethren. 
One  poor  man  who  had  been  most  shamefully  treated,  after  tellini;- 
Mr.  Davies  his  piteous  talc,  remarked — "  Me  cannot  stand  all  this  for 
relisfion."  .Vnd  these  were  not  solitary  instances. — The  planters  see 
no  evil  in  slavery.  Their  blindness  to  its  evils  was  one  of  its  most 
depforable  etlects.  Men  may  see  so  much  and  live  so  Umj;  as  to  lose 
the  natural  sensibilities  of  humanity,  and  even  come  at  last  to  "  put 
darkness  for  liirht.  and  evil  for  ^ood."  This  is  the  judicial  curse  of 
slavery  upon  its  abettors.  Under  the  old  dispensation,  so  often  referred 
to  by  the  advocates  of  slavery,  the  bondman  was  respected  as  a  beins: 
accountable  to  God;  and  the  niastcr  was  bouiul  and  encouraired  to 
stimulate  him  to  attend  reli<?ious  worship,  and  participate  in  the  com- 
mon pri\ile^-es  of  the  dispensation.       Ml  the  great  festivals  were  days 
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of  delicrlii  tQ  tjjg  gj^y^  ^g  ^^^\\  as  ^^  ^^  master  ;  while  in  the  sabbatical 
year  tlic  produce  of  the  fields  was  given  to  the  slave  equally  with  the 
other  poor  of  the  land.  But  the  very  circumstances  under  which  the 
y  est  India  slaves  are  compelled  to  procure  their  subsistence  necessa- 
rdy  occasioned  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath. 

Mr.  Bond,  another  speaker,  said  he  had  resided  three  years  in  a 
land  of  hhivcry,  but  had  not  seen  enough  of  it  to  love  it!  He  ab- 
horred it  under  every  form  ;  and  from  his  own  experience  could  refute 
the  vile  assertion,  that  the  slave  is  better  off  than  the  poor  of  our  own 
country.  Ih-  denied  that  the  slaves  are,  or  can  be,  happy  ;  for  he  harl 
witnessed  the  tender  mercies  of  the  slaveholders,  that  they  are  cruel. 
They  did  _i)thingfor  the  slave  beyond  what  self-interest  imperatively 
exacted,  and  not  even  always  that.  Every  thing  else  which  justice 
and  huiimiiiiy  claimed  was  left  undone. 

14.      Soi'TIIAMPTON. 

A  nuui«  tons  meeting  was  held  at  Southampton  on  the  11th  of 
October,  lor  the  purpose  of  petitioning  for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Nicoll  ;  and  the  evils  of  the  system 
were  biilv  aiul  ablv  discusser!  l)y  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Maur'ce,  Coleman, 
(  ral)b,  \\  ilstm,  Bettridge,  Adkins.  Bromley,  Genest,  and  Dr.  Clarke. 
A  petition  fur  "  the  early  and  utter  extinction  of  slavery"  was  agreed 
upon. 

15.      HuDDERSriELU. 

On  I  In  siuue  dav  (Oct.  1 1)  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  HutUlristieUl  and  its  vicinity,  was  held  in  the  Court  House  of  that 
town  ;  Mr,  Be.uimont  in  the  chair.  The  slavery  question  was  dis- 
cussed in  almost  all  its  bearings,  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Wyndham 
Madd.iu.  lUmthrovd,  Haunch,  Eagleton,  Bunting,  Farrar,  Lynn;  and 
by  Messrs.  Sut.diffe,  Clifi;  Watt,  Willans,  Wilson,  and  'Oldfield. 
Several  \ery  able  speeches  were  delivered  at  this  meeting,  but  we  can 
only  quote  the  following  remarks  from  that  of  Mr.  Watt,  in  the  justice 
of  which  every  one  acquainted  with  the  practical  effects  of  slavery 
must  tuU\  acquiesce, — Speaking  of  the  planters,  he  observed,  "It  is  dif- 
ficult to  Ivlievo  i;  possible  that  men  endowed  with  the  common  feelings 
ol  humauity  can  be  guilty  of  such  atrocities  towards  their  oppressed 
brethvv  e..  tar  loss  arc  we  inclined  readily  to  admit  that  ladies,  losing  the 
deliccuv  ot  tlu  ir  sex  and  the  finer  feelings  of  their  nature,  can  witness 
these  evueUu>.  and  actually  ord(  r  inflictions  which  produce  great 
bodily  |v;uu  to  the  unhappy  sufferers,  and  deaden  the  best  sensibilities 
of  then  u;Uun\  It  is  difficult  to  believe  such  thin'js,  althouu:h  their 
existeuee  Ih-  undeniable,  and  therefore  many  are  inclined  to  think  that 
the  sau\<-  ixpivscntations,  the  same  arguments,  and  the  same  appeals 
that  uu-  s\u\-vs.sful  when  made  to  our  feelings  of  mercy  and  our  Chris- 
tian pi.ivoiplos,  will  operate  in  a  powerful  manner  on  the  owners  and 
supenr.u-uvlauts  of  slaves,  and  produce  an  alteration  of  conduct.  But 
It  IS  uvvt  uNv.\\ <;  remembered  that  man  is  in  a  great  measure  the  crea- 
tun  ot  ouvu!i\stances,and  that  very  often  the  character  is  formed  from 
tlie  St.  .u:i.n   ;   that  the  practices  of  one  country,  for  which  there  ma\ 
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be  a  complete  toleration,  would  be  (  unsidered  ut>  sd  maiiv  atrocities 
111  another  country;  that  what  would  revolt  the  publif  tcelinir  "i  our 
own  land,  mi^ht  attach  no  disijrace  whatever  to  residents  in  »iiuv 
colonial  settlement.  It'  this  be  admitted  as  true,  (and  who  is  thi.re 
that  knows  the  world,  and  has  studied  luiman  nature,  but  will  admit 
the  correctness  t)t'the  description  '.)  then  1  think  it  follows,  that  what 
uould  be  revoltini;  and  abhorrent  to  our  l'eelinH:s  in  the  conduct  prao 
tised  towards  the  slaves,  and  which  we  would  term  inhumanitv, 
cruelty,  and  barbarity,  may  be  viewed  in  a  very  ditierent  li.iht,  and 
called  by  very  ditierent  names,  bv  those  who  live  in  an  atuiosphert; 
ditieriui^  both  naturally  and  morally  from  that  which  we  have  the  in- 
estimable privilege  to  enjoy.  And  this  view  of  the  subject  will  iro  a 
trreat  way  to  explain  how  we  cannot  put  faith  in  the  owners  and  su- 
perintendants  of  slaves,  and  oui^ht  to  determine  us  to  rely  u[)ori  their 
tender  mercies  no  lony^er.  but  with  united  voices  to  send  our  last  ap- 
peal to  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, — telling'  them 
respectfully  but  tirmlv,  that  humanity,  freedom,  and  ('hristianity 
require  a  speedy  and  utter  extinction  of  colonial  slavery." 

16.    Hanley  .vnd  Siielto.s". 

The  same  day  (Oct.  11,)  an  anti-slavery  meetni'Z  was  held  r)f  the 
inhaV)itants  of  Hanley  and  Shelton,  Staflordshirt;.  The  chief  bailitf, 
W.  Ridgwav,  Escj.,  occupied  the  cliair ;  and  the  meetinir  was  suc- 
cessively addressed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Edmonds,  Smith,  Shuttle- 
worth,  Newland,  Davies,  W'aterhouse  ;  and  bv  Messrs.  Josiah  Wed<r- 
wood  and  (iriffin.  The  speakers  here,  as  at  almost  everv  similar 
meetint^  of  which  we  have  obtained  a  report,  exhibited  ^reat  know- 
kdi^e  of  the  subject.  A  petition  to  the  lejrislature  "for  the  uiime- 
iliate  and  utter  extinction  of  slavery,"  was  adopted. 

17.      KtND.VL, 

On  the  I2th  of  October,  a  meeting:  to  petition  for  •'  the  early  ^ind 
utter  abolition  of  slavery"  was  held  at  Kendal ;  Jonathan  Hodir^on. 
Esq.,  Mayor,  in  the  chair.  The  assembly,  savs  the  '  Westmore- 
land Gazette,'  was  more  numerous  than  was  ever  witnessed  oii  any 
similar  occasion.  The  speakers  were  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Jones. 
Wilson,  Rowland,  Cousin;  and  Messrs.  Crewdson,  Moser,  Marshall, 
and  Benson.  Mr.  Crewdson  introduced  the  business  by  a  clear 
and  succinct  history  of  British  colonial  slavery,  from  its  first  iutroduc- 
tion  in  the  rei^i^n  of  Elizabeth  to  the  present  day  ;  and  the  subject 
\va3  subsequently  elucidated  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  by  those 
who  followed.  The  Rev.  David  Jones  combated  the  allei^ation  so 
often  brought  fonvard  by  tl^e  abettors  of  slavery,  that  it  is  a  system 
countenanced  by  Scripture.  After  fully  and  successfully  discussing 
this  topic,  he  conchuled  an  eloquent  speech  as  follows: — ^"  In  the 
bay  of  .Algiers,  amid  fire  and  smoke,  and  ruined  works,  and  slau^h- 
tered  men,  England  loudly  and  >olemnly  denounced  the  practice  of 
slavery  ;  and  why  should  the  same  abominable  practice  be  fostered 
and  perpetuated  in  the  British  colonies'  We  have  interfered  on 
behalf  of  the  Greeks  to  establish  their  liberties;   <ind  the  Grand  Sul- 
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tan  of  Turkey  has  been  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  by  the  ^rcat 
powers  of  Europe.  And  why  should  the  injured  sons  of  Africa  be 
neglected'  Is  it  because  they  cannot,  like  the  Greeks,  boast  of  classic 
story,  and  proudly  refer  to  sages,  orators,  and  heroes,  like  those  of 
Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Thermopylee  ?  Surely,  as  God  has  made  the 
Negro  of  one  blood  with  all  other  nations,  he  has  an  equal  right  of 
liberty  with  all.  Let  us  then  bestir  ourselves  in  his  cause.  Let  the 
British  people  arise  in  the  greatness  of  their  moral  strength,  and,  de- 
voted by  Christian  principles  to  the  sacred  cause  of  freedom,  let  thera 
proclaim  it  aloud,  not  only  that  '  Britons  never  will  be  slaves,'  but 
that  '  Britons  never  will  hold  slaves ! '  (cheers.)  Let  them  lift  up 
their  voices  on  high ;  our  senators  will  attend  to  it,  and  in  the  islands 
far  off  in  the  sea,  and  in  the  lands  across  the  deep,  the  slave  and 
slave-holder  shall  catch  and  comprehend  the  mighty  sound  ;  and  the 
fetters  shall  be  broken,  and  the  scourge  shall  be  laid  aside,  and  the 
badges  of  bondage  shall  be  trampled  under  foot, — and  the  emanci- 
pated shall  stand  erect  in  the  presence  of  God  and  of  men,  in  the 
holy  consciousness  of  his  liberty,  while  his  heart  palpitates  with  gra- 
titude for  the  arrival  of  the  hour  when  he  is  recognised  throughout 
the  world  as  a  man  and  a  brother  !  " 

18.    Hadleu.ii. 

An  anti-slavery  meeting  was  held  at  this  place  on  the  13th  of 
October.  The  Rev.  W.  Edge,  rector  of  Nedging  presided,  and 
opened  the  proceedings  by  a  luminous  speech  on  the  anti-scriptural, 
unjust,  and  inhuman  character  of  negro  slavery.  Several  resolutions, 
condemnatory  of  the  system,  were  passed,  and  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment adopted,  after  addresses  in  a  similar  strain  from  the  Rev.  H.J. 
Rose,  rector  of  Hadleigh, — Rev.  Messrs.  Wallace,  Edwards,  Speare, — 
and  Messrs.  Alston,  Staines,  Mudd,  Pickess,  and  Mr.  Morris,  of 
Colchester. 

19.    Pknzance. 

On  the  same  day,  (Oct.  13)  a  public  meeting  for  petitioning  Parlia- 
ment to  ahjiish  slavery  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Penzance.  The 
chair  was  occupied  l)v  the  Hev.  N.  Tonkin,  and  various  resolutions 
were  moved  and  supported  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Le  Grice,  Harvey, 
Townsend,  &C.     An  energetic  petition  was  agreed  upon. 

20.     Wkllingbokough. 

On  the  14th  of  October  a  similar  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  of  Wellingborough.  Charles  Hill,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair  ; 
and  the  several  resolutions  proposed  were  supported  Vjy  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Robertson,  Jacomb,  Renals,  and  Sevier ;  and  by  Messrs. 
Keep,  Wallis,  Sharman,  Marriott,  Curtis,  and  Soames.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  the  petition  adopted: 

"  Your  petitioners,  in  their  abhorrence  of  slavcn.',  denounce  it  as  unnalural, 
in  violation  of  human  rights,  inconsisient  with  every  sound  system  of  national 
policy,  in  opposition  to  every  princi])le  of  'religion,  replete  with  wrongs  and 
cruelties  to  men,  and  offensive  and  insulting  lo  f  lod,  who  has  made  of  oiii  blood 
ill  lilt  indiv, duals  of  the  liumaii   race,  and  with   uhnm  there  is  no   icspecl  ol 
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ptrsons;  and  \our  jxtitioners  a\ow  tiieir  cuiivjLiioii  luat  to  connive  ai  lU  con- 
tiuuarice,  or  lo  be  sileul  so  loiii^  as  it  bliall  be  tlie  rif)ioa(  li  ol  ;i  Irtij  mti  c-ii- 
lij^htL-ned  peo[)lc  lliat  it  is  sanctioned  by  tlieir  laws,  \\oulil  subject  ihciri  to  the 
imputation  of  being  insensible  to  the  value-  of  their  own  rights,  and  d^.•^lilllto  of 
the  feelings  of  hunianity. 

"That  vour  petitionei^,  strong  in  the  contidence  that  all  unjust  restrictions  on 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  every  denial  of  their  essential  claim-;,  will 
huallv  be  removed  and  redresse<i  ;  and  no  less  assured  liiat  the  moral  reclin-.'s  of 
llie  people  of  ilie  United  Kingdom  are  opposed  to  the  wliole  system  of  colonial 
bondage;  are  resolved,  never  to  desist  from  the  employment  of  all  lawful  means 
to  obtain  the  era«;ure  of  the  odious  and  detested  name  of  slave  from  the  statute 
book  of  their  country,  and  to  place  those  of  their  unotfending  and  deeply  injured 
fellow-subjects  to  whom  it  is  applied,  in  the  possession  of  the  blessings  which  the 
British  Constitution  recognizes  as  tlie  birth-nght  of  all  within  its  pale." 

•21.     PoRTSKA. 

A  meetinijto  petition  parliament  '•  for  the  entire  and  speedy  ahnli- 
fion  of  slavery."  was  held  at  Portsea,  on  tiie  loth  of  Oetobcr.  The 
Mayor,  D.  Howard,  E.s(|.  presided,  and  opened  tlie  jiroceedini^s ;  and 
the  foUow'ny;  ijeiitlemen  addressed  the  meetitiir  "■ — The  Rev.  Dr.  In- 
niaii.  Rev.  Messrs.  C.  B.  Heuville,  Maceonnell,  Martin,  Carr;.thtrs, 
\Vatts,  Best;  Messrs.  Minehin,  Hoskins,  Snooke,  Maurice,  Elliott, 
and  Jackson.  The  speeches  evinced  the  same  thorouj^h  acquaintance 
with  the  subject,  which  we  have,  with  hi<;h  satisfaction,  observed  to 
pr.vail  at  almost  every  similar  meeting;  which  has  recently  been  held 
thronarhout  the  kinf^dom  :  a  fact  which  we  hail  as  an  earnest  of  early 
and  entire  success  for  our  great  cause  ;  for  we  are  persuaded  that 
whenever  the  true  character  and  effects  of  negro  slavery  are  f'dbj 
appreciated  by  the  British  people,  the  national  voice  will  make  itself 
to  be  heard  in  parliament,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  longer  withstood. 
It  is  on  such  occasions,  when  the  hii::h  moral  principles  of  our  nature 
vindicate  their  divine  origin,  and  speak  out  loftily  and  loud  with  tlie 
irresistible  energy  of  collective  mind,  that  we  recogni/e  the  truth  of 
the  ancient  adage,  Vox  populi — vox  Dei. 

Of  the  tone  and  the  talent  with  which  the  ipicstion  was  discussed 
at  this  meeting,  we  can  admit  only  a  very  brief  specimen.  Mr.  Min- 
ehin observed,  that  "  they  were  not  met  to  argue  the  question,  whe- 
ther man  should  be  the  slave  of  his  fellow  man — whether  a  man  born 
of  the  same  common  parents,  formed  by  the  same  great  Creator,  and 
redeemed  bv  the  blood  of  the  same  common  Saviour,  may  become 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  another.  Slavery  is  not  an  offence  to  be 
tolerated;  it  is  a  foul,  a  wretched,  and  an  abominable  crime  to  be 
abolished.  And  although  the  legislature  liad  voted  for  the  abolition, 
and  Orders  in  Council  had  been  issued  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
for  the  regulation  of  the  colonies  in  respect  to  it,  and  for  the  amelio- 
ration and  gradual  emancipation  of  the  slave,  yet  it  was  a  lamentable 
fact,  that  every  measure  of  Government  had  been  opposed  <*nd 
thwarted,  its  endeavours  frustrated,  and  its  energy  weakened,  if  not 
destroved,  by  the  policy  and  conduct  of  those  in  the  colonies  inte- 
rested in  its  continuance;  so  that  it  became  necessary  for  the  Legisla- 
ture again  to  iiilcrftre  with  it>  -uprenie  authority.     The  voice  of  lh< 
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nation  in  abhorrence  oi'  it  would  now,  no  doubt,  be  expressed  from 
one  end  of  those  islands  to  the  other;  and  our  representatives,  who  are 
in  our  stead  in  the  great  Council  of  the  nation,  as  they  are  so  chosen 
or  at  least  oufht  to  be,  by  us,  are  bound,  if  they  do  their  duty,  to 
listen  to  that  voice,  and  vote  for  the  utter  abolitionof  a  system  which 
of  itself  is  an  abomination  in  the  empire." 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  discussinof  the  objection  of  the  West  Indians,  that 
the  planter  would  suffer  injury  by  emancij)ation,  arerued  thus: — 
"  Emancipation  will  enable  the  planter  to  produce  at  a  cheaper  latc 
by  free  than  slave  labour.  This  may  be  denied, but  how  stands  the  fact? 
Either  the  planter  treats  his  slaves  well  or  ill  :  if  ill,  then  emancipa- 
tion is  necessary  on  that  t^round  ;  but  if  he  ^nve  them  a  sutiicicnt  supply 
of  food,  suital)le  lodg-in<r,  and  proper  relaxation,  then  slave-labour  is 
as  expensive  as  free,  nay  more  so,  because  emancipation  will  render 
unnecessary  that  capital  which  is  now  laid  out  in  the  detestable 
purchase  of  this  '  live  stock.'  To  come  more  to  detail,  if  the  purchase 
money  is  10,000/.,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  human  flesh  and  interest 
of  money  is  (as  has  been  asserted)  25  per  cent.,  then  there  will  be  an 
annual  savin^r  of  2500/.,  by  usinir  free  instead  of  compelled  labour; 
and  this  is  independent  of  the  additional  work  which  would  be  per- 
formed by  free  men,  and  the  saving-  of  all  the  expensive  machinery  of 
slave-drivers,  overseers,  and  cart-whips.  Hence,  doubtless,  the  rea- 
son of  the  cheaper  produce  of  the  East  Indies  over  the  West,  so  that 
the  latter  to  c-onipete  with  the  former,  requires  a  larger  protectini>- 
dutv.*" 


■^  The  point  lierc  adverted  to  is  placed  in  a  ver)- striking  light,  in  the  following 
communication  from  a  respected  correspondent : — "  One  chief  practical  urpument 
against  emancipation  which  I  hear  in  conversation,  and  read  in  West  India  peti- 
tions is,  that  the  slaves  will  not  work  for  hire  in  a  state  of  freedom,  as  they  do  now 
by  severity  in  a  state  of  bondage ;  and  that  consequently  [iroperty,  so  far  as  '\l&  wortli 
depends  ujion  forced  labour,  will  be  diminished  by  makin<.;  labour  free.  The  ob- 
jection IS  usually  answered  by  shewing  that,  in  the  end,  free  labour  is  more  valuable 
than  slave  labour,  which  I  fully  believe  ;  l»ut  J  submit  that  it  were  better  for  the  pri- 
vate and  the  parliamentary  advocates  of  emancipation  to  meet  tlie  objection  in 
Its  direct  foi.n.  Let  them  say,  '  You  tell  us  that  you  cannot  get  men  to  work 
by  ^vages,  by  eiicoLia'.,'ements,  by  bribes,  by  voluntary  contracts,  however  gua- 
ranteed by  severe  lepil  j)unjshments  fur  tiie  breach  of  them,  as  they  work  now.' 
We  admit  it;  we  believe  it;  by  your  own  confession  you  exact  a  painful,  ex- 
hausting, and,  in  the  end,  murderous  quantum  of  labour,  such  as  notliing  but 
brutal  severity,  the  constant  terror  or  infliction  of  the  impending  cart-whip,  could 
extort.  Calculating  on  this  exterminatmg  extra  toil,  you  have  erected  mills,  and 
machinery,  and  cultivated  land  equivalent  to  it;  while  you  ])retended  to  the 
British  jjublic,  when  they  urged  that  your  system  was  too  severe,  that,  so  far 
from  it,  the  slaves  worked  with  plea.iure,  and  only  to  an  ea.sy  and  reasonable  ex- 
tent ;  they  had  no  more  to  do  Uian  tlu y  could  do  with  comfort,  with  health,  with 
longevity,  and  with  an  increase  of  population.  Now  tike  your  clioice  of  your 
own  opposing  arguments.  If  their  labour  is  not  unjust  and  intolerable,  it  can 
be  secured  as  well  by  wages  as  by  stripes ;  the  slave  must  eat,  and  you  may  make 
your  bargain  willi  him  to  work  to  the  extent  of  his  wants,  which  liberty  will  in- 
crease, but  beyond  whieS  you  have  no  right  to  force  him  to  toil.  But  you  now 
admit,  nay  contend,  that  the  necessary  work  is  far  too  laborious,  unremitted,  and 
nuirdeious  to  be  effected  by  any  means  that  can  be  ajiplieil  to  u  free  man.     You 
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■12.    Si(»\s  \iakki;t. 

At  this  phu-i'  ;i  uuiucroiis  meeting  to  petition  tor  tlir  abolition  of 
slavery,  was  held  ou  the  •20th  of  October.  Mr.  R.  D.  .\kxunder,  of 
Ipswich,  was  called  to  the  chair;  and  the  assembly  was  itddnssed  by 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Bidl,  Ward,  Spri-^'^,  J.  Charlesworth,  Rector  of  Flow- 
ton  ;  and  Messrs.  Cobbold  and  J.  Bayley.  The  .speakers  evinced  the 
same  remarkable  knowled^^c  of  the  slave  system,  and  the  same  una- 
nimity of  sentiment  in  denouncing  it,  which  we  have  already  noticed, 
as  distiniiuishing  so  manv  similar  meclinus  at  this  cri>is.  An  ener- 
getic petition  was  adopted. 

•23.   Readinc;. 

On  the  "2  1st  of  October,  a  meetiui;;  to  petition  lor  the  abolition  of 
slavery  was  held  at  Reading,  in  the  Town  Hall.  The  Mayor,  J.  J. 
Blandv,  Esq.  was  calied  to  the  chair;  and  the  meetinij  was  succes- 
sively addressed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hulmc,  Hinton,  Luiirley,  Sher- 
man, Morris;  and  by  C.  F.  Palmer,  Es(|.  M.  P.  Messrs.  Ring,  Dar- 
vall,  and  Joseph  Phillips,  from  Antigua.  The  sentiments  of  the 
above  speakers  were  unanimous  in  support  of  the  petition,  which 
denounced  British  colonial  slavery  as  "  impolitic,  cruel,  and  unjust." 
and  prayed  for  its  abolition  "•  at  the  earliest  possible  period." 

Mr.  Phillips,  who  had  been  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Reading  Anti-Slavery  Association,  gave  an  account 
of  his  observations  on  slavery,  during  a  residence  of  twenty-seven 
years  in  Antigua,  and  of  his  persecution  and  imprisonment  for  up- 
wards of  twelve  months,  by  the  Assembly  of  Antigua,  for  no  other 
crime  than  having  acted   as  secretary  to  a  society  of  Quakers,  who 

have  then  deceived  us,  or  attempted,  at  least,  to  do  so.  Ail  you  said  of  your  easy 
yoke  was  fraudulent  fiction  ;  and  now  you  turn  round  on  us  and  ask  us  to  in- 
demnify you  for  your  cruelty,  to  nr.ike  up  to  you  for  tlie  severe  extra  toil  which 
you  said  you  never  exacted,  and  which,  if  we  iiad  not  been  deceived  by  your 
false  statements  of  lenity,  we  would  never  have  allowed  to  be  extorted.' 

"  I  know  of  no  anrument  so  suicidal  as  this  which  the  West  Indian  interest 
are  now  urging,  and  which,  I  understand,  is  to  be  their  sheet  ;mchor  in  adjust- 
ing the  question  of  emancipation.  Suppose  that  it  were  ac;reed,  that  a  certam 
number  of  hours  are  as  many  as  children  in  a  cotton  manufactory  ou'^ht  to  work; 
that  complainLs  were  made  that  they  were  forced  to  woik  much  lonirer;  that  the 
proprietors  long  and  constantly  denied  this ;  that  at  len<,'lh,  to  set  the  matter  at 
rest,  parliament  humanely  determined  to  tix  the  maximum  of  hours  ;  and  that 
then  the  proprietors  turned  round  and  complained  that  they  bhould  be  ruined  ; 
that  they  had  invested  property  in  mills  which  would  be  deteriorated  if  the  child- 
ren initrht  not  work  half  as  long  again  as  all  men  agreed  to  be  reasonable,  but 
which  thfy  had  been  accustomed  to  do  up  to  the  pr-.sent  moment.  Would  par- 
liaraen'  \llow  the  plea  ?  Would  it  not  be  reprobated  as  preposterous  and  insult- 
ing ?  I  do  not  mean  that  the  cases  are  parallel ;  for  the  children,  in  our  mills, 
work  for  wages,  and  under  the  control  of  ilieir  parents  who  are  interested  in  their 
welfare,  and  not  ;ls  slaves  under  the  hish  of  a  stranger.  But  the  case  is  so  far 
parallel,  that  parliament  would  not  allow  the  wrong  doer  to  avail  himself  of  his 
own  falsehood  and  cruelty  to  enhance  artificially  the  nominal  value  of  his  pro- 
perty beyond  what  it  was  worth  without  a  violation  of  justice  and  humanity. ' 
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made  him  their  aerent  ti>  distribute  monev  to  relieve  the  necessities  of 
superannuated  slaves,  deserted  by  their  owners/ 

Tlie  most  remarkable  circumstanre,  however,  attendinfr  this  meet- 
ino^,  was  the  speech  of  a  Captain  Browne,  a  Jamaica  planter.  This 
gentleman  havins:  arisen  in  the  body  of  the  hall,  to  reply  to  the  state- 
ments of  those  who  delineated  the  evils  of  slavery,  was  politely  invited 
to  mount  the  platform.  He  according^ly  took  his  place  there,  and 
delivered  a  long  speech,  which  was  listened  to  by  the  meetinp:  with  the 
utmost  attention,  and  without  interruption  to  its  close.  As  it  affords 
a  fair  specimen  of  the  veracity,  candour,  and  modesty  of  the  West  In- 
dians, in  pleading  their  own  cause  before  the  British  public,  we  shall 
extract  from  the  Berkshire  Chronicle  of  October  30th,  (where  a  full 
report  of  this  sj>eech  is  given  "  by  particular  desire,")  the  following 
passages, — forming  as  audacious  a  defence,  or  rather  eulogy,  of  West 
India  slavery  as  we  have  recently  met  with. 

"  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hulme,  he  denied  the  ill-treatment  of  the  slaves 
in  the  British  colonies.     He   contended  that  on   the  contrary  they 
were  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  humanity,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  their  birth  to  the  latest  period  of  their  lives.     They  were 
nursed,  clothed,  fed,  and  provided  for  in  every  way  that  could  possi- 
bly  contribute   to  their  comfort  and  happiness.     They  had  medical 
aid;    they  had  spiritual  aid;    many  of  them  were  in  possession  of 
wealth   and    luxuries ;    and   manv  who  had  more  than   sufficient   to 
purchase  their  freedom,  would  not  do  so,  well  knowing  that  if  they 
did,  all  the  comforts  they  now  enjoyed,  and  which  they  received  from 
their  present  proprietors,  thev  would  have  to  provide  for  themselves, 
and  that  when  assailed  by  old  age  or  infirmity,  they  would  be  left 
destitute.     He  stated  he  had  been  in  the  colonies — he  had  witnessed 
the  happiness  of  the  slaves,  and  the  humanity  of  the  planters.     He 
denied  that  they  were  refused  the  worship  of  God,  as  stated  by  the  Rev. 
gentleman.    He  enlarged  on  the  value  of  the  West  Indian  colonies;  also 
on  the  laws  [what  laws  '.]  for  bettering  the  condition  of  the  negroes,  as 
enacted  by  Parliament  in  Mr.  Canning's  administration  in  1823 — and 
deniefl   that  they  had  not  been  obeyed  by  the  colonies,  except  in  one 
or  two  points,  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  which  no  df)ubt  was  done, 
not  with  the  view  of  treating  the  mother  country  with  contempt,  but 
in  the  belief  that   the   j)utting  them    into  execution   would  endanger 
those  colonies.      He  contended  that  the  slavery  in  the  British  colonies 
was  but  in  name,  and  not  in  reality  ;  and  that    if  ernajicipation  was 
declared  in  the  colonies  at  twelve  at  noon,  martial  law  must  and  would 
be  proclaimed  at  eight  at  night,   in  order  to  prevent  the  massacre  of 
every  white  person  in  the  colonies.    Such  a  measure  would  immediately 
undo  all  the  humane  endeavours  of  the  government  to  better  their 
condition,  and  also  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  planters  to  instruct 
them   in   those  moral  obligations  towards  each  otlier,  which  had   so 
materially  tended  to  their  happiness."    In  referring  to  the  slave  trade, 
"  he   also  denied  the  horrors  of  the   middle   passage  which  the  Rev. 
gentleman  so  forcil/iy  dwelt  upon." 

"  In   reply    to   the  Rev.   Mr.   I.angley,  of  Wallingford,  who    said 

*  See  notices  of  tlip  treatment  of  Mr.  PhiUi|)S,    in    No<.  52   and    5n,   Aiiti- 
Slaverv  Ile|ioilr-r:  and  in  the  present  IS'umher,  p.  G9. 
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C'apuiii  liruwne  liad  stated  at  Abin^jdon,  that  he  had  otVerf  d  his  ne- 
gTLH?d  their  freedom  ;  he  denied  having  said  so  :  what  ho  then  said 
waa,  that  such  as  had  the  means  of  piirchasintc  it,  were  at  full  hherty 
to  do  so,  but  would  not.  " 

Inste.id  of  replviiiic  ti^  the  above  unscrupulous  assertions  respecting 
the  treatment  and  condition  of  the  slaves,  which  are  in  fact  too 
preposterously  mendacious  to  be  seriously  replied  to,  we  shall  refer 
our  readers  to  the  facts  detailed  in  every  number  of  the  Reporter 
illustrative  of  the  actual  character  and  effects  of  West  India  slavery, 
and  especially  to  the  testimony  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thorpe,  in  No.  71,  to 
that  o{  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Hudson,  Davis,  and  Orton,  and  of  Messrs. 
Stephen  and  Phillips,  in  the  present  Number,  (see  pp.  40,  41,  6'},  69, 
7"2,)  and  to  numerous  other  recent  witnesses  of  unijuestionahle  cha- 
racter. Above  all,  if  any  reader  tinds  himself  too  uninformed  in  details 
to  repel  such  fallacious  assertions,  let  him  peruse  Mr.  Stephen's  second 
volume,  recently  published.  It  ouu:ht  to  be  familiar  to  every  man  who 
comes  forward  to  support  the  Anti-Slavery  cause. 

24.  LiSKF.ARD. 

A  meeting  to  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  was  htld  in  the 
Town  Hall  at  Liskeard,  on  the  21st  of  October.  The  Rev.  John 
Leske  presided,  and  opened  the  proceedings  by  a  long  and  interesting 
speech,  which  was  suitably  followed  up  by  addresses  from  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Radford,  Callaway,  Borlase,  Dunn,  Salter,  Dorrington,  and 
by  Messrs.  John  Allen  and  W.  Pearse. 

25.  Plymouth. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Plymouth  on  the  22nd  of  October.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Bavley  ;  and  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Nicholson,  Rowe,  Usher,  Hartley,  and  by  Messrs. 
VVoolcombe,  Prideaux.  Prance,  and  Derry. 

26.  Bath. 
On  the  22nd  of  October,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
Bath,  to  petition  for  "the  speedy  and  total  abolition  of  slavery."  It 
was  very  fully  attended  ;  and  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  presided. 
His  Lordship  opened  the  proceedings  by  an  appropriate  address,  in 
which  he  maintained  that  slavery  is  opposed  to  the  whole  tenor  and 
spirit  of  the  Christian  code  ;  and  that  it  is  impolitic  as  well  as  un- 
christian, and  ought  to  be  totally  abolished.  His  Lordship  observed, 
however,  that  he  was  not  an  advocate  for  instantaneous 'cm\xi\c\\ydi\on; 
but  thought  some  previous  preparation  and  instruction  necessary  to 
render  the  slaves  fit  for  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  He  was  also 
favourable  to  some  compensation  being  made  to  the  slave  owners, 
however  defective  in  a  moral  point  of  view  might  be  their  title.  It 
ought  ever  to  be  considered  that  he  was  the  best  friend  of  the  slave 
who  brought  fonvard  the  most  practicable  system  of  emancipation. 
His  Ix)rdship  concluded  by  expressing  the  satisfaction  he  should  have 
in  presenting  the  petition  now  pn^posed  to  the  loirislature,  and  by  avow- 
ing his  hope  that  tlie  period  was  near  at  hand  when  the  slave  shall  be 
prepared  for  freedom,  and  when  the  foul  blot  which  now  attaches  to 
the  (  h riracter  of  this  Christian  people,  shall  be  washed  away  by  the 
full  and  finni  nV>olition  of  nejiro  sluvpry. 
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The  Rev.  J.  B.  Jervoise,  in  proposing  the  first  resolution,  delivered 
an  energetic  address  upon  the  degrading  and  destructive  effects  of 
slavery,  and  on  the  mockery  of  the  West  Indian  legislatures  professing 
to  promote  the  instruction  of  the  slaves  in  the  principles  of  Christianity, 
while  they  kept  them  in  a  state  of  physical  incapability  to  obey 
its  precepts.  What  follows,  we  copy  from  the  Bath  and  Chelten- 
ham Gazette. 

"  During  the  address  of  Mr.  Jervoise,  certain  persons,  who  had 
fixed  themselves  on  the  sinister  side  of  the  platform,  attempted  to 
create  a  disturbance  by  interruptions,  clamour,  and  hisses.  The  Rt. 
Rev.  Chairman,  by  his  mingled  suavity  and  firmness,  at  length  silenced 
these  expressions  of  adverse  feeling,  and  succeeded  in  establishing 
order.  The  motion  being  put  to  the  vote,  Mr.  Caldecot,  who  appeared 
to  take  the  lead  in  this  opposition,  gave  in  a  paper  to  the  Chair,  con- 
taining some  other  propositions ;  but  the  persons  who  acted  with  him 
were  each  so  desirous  to  be  heard,  that  a  scene  of  confusion  ensued, 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  we  could  not  gather  two  consecu- 
tive sentences  delivered  by  any  one  of  them.  It  was  at  length  de- 
cided by  the  Chairman  that  the  regular  business  of  the  meeting 
should  proceed,  and  that  he  would,  at  the  proper  time,  submit  Mr. 
Caldecot's  amendment  to  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

"  Mr.  Wilberforce  then  came  forward  and  spoke  as  follows: — '  My 
Lord,  I  am  reminded  but  too  forcibly,  both  by  mv  bodily  and  mental 
infirmities,  that,  at  my  advanced  period  of  life,  it  is  time  to  retire  from 
the  public  stage.  But  when  1  heard  that  \our  Lordship  was  to  honour 
us  by  taking  the  chair  on  this  occasion,  how  could  I  but  wish  once 
more  to  raise  my  feeble  voice,  and,  however  faintly,  to  advocate  that 
good  cause  for  which  I  have  so  often  pleaded,  and  for  the  success  of 
which  my  heart  will  never  cease  to  feel  deeply  to  the  latest  moment 
of  rational  existence  !  Surely,  m\  Lord,  you  could  have  come  forward 
on  no  occasion  with  more  perfect  propriety  than  on  that  for  which  we 
are  now  assembled.  It  is  one  in  which  vou  imitate  the  example,  and 
act  'n  the  spirit  of  your  Divine  Master,  exercising  humanity  at  once  to 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  men — like  Him  who  first  fed  the  hungry,  and 
then  conferred  on  them  the  still  greater  blessings  of  his  own  divine 
instruction.  To  a  Christian,  my  Lord,  it  must  be  regarded  as  an 
axiom,  that  an  opportunity  of  doing  good  is  tantamount  to  a  com- 
mand to  undertake  the  service  ;  and  surely  there  never  was  a  greater 
mass  of  misery  to  be  terminated,  or  a  greater  amount  of  good  to  be 
conferred,  than  by  the  measure  which  we  are  now  met  together  to 
support. — Many  who  have  opposed  our  proceedings  have  appeared, 
mistakenly,  to  suppose  that  we  rest  the  propriety  of  our  interference 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  individual  acts  of  cruelty  committed  on  the 
bodies  of  the  slaves.  That  such  cruelties  will  exist  wherever  man, 
with  all  the  various  weaknesses  and  infirmities  of  his  nature,  is  pos- 
sessed of  absolute  power,  is  doubtless  undeniable.  No  man  is  fit  to 
be  trusted  with  it^  and  no  man  who  knows  himself  would  wish  t(^ 
possess  it:  and  but  for  mv  not  wishing  to  give  unnecessarv  pain  to 
many  who  are  here  present.  1  could  tell  such  tales  of  individual  iiijurv 
jnd  suffering,  as  would  cause  the  h^art  of  any  feeling  man  to  bleed 
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within  him.  but  it  is  tlie  nf/stem  thdt  wo  wish  t')  change.  It  has 
.ilwdvs  been  our  charge  that  the  slaves,  generally  speaking,  are  over- 
worked and  underfed.  I  know,  and  willingly  confess,  that  there  are 
many  individual  slave-holders  who  are  men  of  as  much  humanity  aa 
any  other  of  their  fellow-creatures  ;  and  it  is  really  true  that  the  same 
island,  Barbadoes,  contains  persons  of  our  own  colour,  of  the  best  and 
of  the  worst  description  of  West  Indians.  But  the  evils  of  which  I 
now  complain,  the  underfeeding  and  overworking,  arise  necessarily 
out  of  the  system.  The  greater  part  of  the  West  Indian  proprietors 
are  resident  in  this  country.  However  humaiiD  they  may  be,  the 
slaves  are  far  more  affected  by  the  disposition  and  temper  of  the 
individuals  immediately  over  them — their  book-keepers,  and  more 
especially  their  drivers  and  other  servants  on  the  estate.  Nor  is  this 
all.  The  attorneys  or  managers  naturally  wish  to  render  the  receipts 
as  great,  and  the  outgoings  as  small,  as  can  be  elfected:  and  as  long 
ago  as  the  time  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Historian  of  Jamaica,  it  was  stated 
by  him  that  there  were  many  managers  who  got  great  characters  by 
raising  great  crops  at  a  small  comparative  expense,  who  in  a  very  few 
years  stole  away  like  a  rat  from  a  barn  in  flames  (such  was  his  uwn 
language),  the  gang  of  slaves  who  had  been  under  such  management 
having  in  a  great  degree  perished  ;  while  the  manager  went  to  another 
part  of  the  island,  sure  to  obtain  a  servit'e  by  the  credit  he  had  ac- 
quired in  his  former  situation.  I  repeat  it,  therefore,  there  is  always 
a  necessary  tendency  to  render  the  expenses  of  the  estate,  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  which  consists  in  the  maintenance  of  the  slaves,  as 
little,  and  their  produce,  in  other  words  their  labour,  as  great  as 
possible. 

"  But  there  is  another  cause,  of  but  too  sure  efficiency,  which  must 
have  a  tendency  to  produce  the  ill-usage  and  degradation  of  the  Negro 
race.  Their  colour,  their  features,  and  other  peculiarities,  which  it 
might  be  otfensive  to  specify,  infallibly  tend  to  lessen  our  fellow  feeling 
for  them,  and  we  all  know  that  sympathy  is  the  secret  spring  of  hu- 
manity. I  grant  that  in  one  of  our  greatest  islands  the  situation  of  the 
slaves  has  been  of  late  greatly  improved  in  these  particulars.  I  refer 
to  the  great  island  of  Barbadoes.  The  slaves  were  there  formerly 
supported  by  certain  moderate  allotments  of  imported  food,  and  as 
the  truly  worthy  agent  of  the  island,  and  my  good  old  friend,  Mr. 
Braithwaite,  I  well  remember,  told  me,  when  flour  (American)  was  at 
a  high  price,  it  went  hard  with  the  poor  slaves,  in  consequence.  The 
mode  of  feeding  them  has  been  since  changed — the  slaves  are  supported 
by  a  sufficient  ((uantity  of  land  being  worked  for  the  growth  of  provi- 
sions enough  for  them  all.  And  here,  I  must  mention  a  decisive  proof 
which  this  very  case  supplies  of  the  justice  of  our  position — that  the 
mortality  of  the  slaves  arose  from  their  being  underfed  in  proportion 
to  their  work.  While  the  old  system  prevailed,  the  slaves  in  Barba- 
does being  chiefly  Creoles,  and  there  being  many  resident  owners, 
they  did  not  decrease  rapidly ;  but  they  barely  kept  up  their  number, 
which  for  many  years  was  little  less  than  60,006.  Yet  now,  when  their 
quantity  of  food  is  increased — and  how  much  more  you  may  judge 
when  you  iioar  that  it  is  nearly   tuo  nr  three  times  what  is  ^iven  to 
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many  of  the  slaves,  however  hardly  worked,  in  other  settlements — they 
have  increased  so  rapidly  as  now  to  amount  to  nearly  82,000.  1  bet^' 
this  may  be  noticed,  because  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  considera- 
tions in  the  whole  enquiry. 

"  But  I  am  ashamed  thus  to  dwell  on  the  bodily  grievances  of  the 
slave  :  great  as  they  are,  comparatively  speaking,  they  are  the  least  of 
his  injuries.     The  Negroes  are  our  fellow-creatures,  immortal  beings 
like  ourselves.     It  is  in  this  higher  character  that  I  am  now  contending 
for  their  rights.     That  they  should  be  so  long  strangers  to  the  in- 
stitution of  marriage,  which  they  enjoyed  even  while  in  Africa — that 
they  should  be  sunk  into  the  lowest  state  of  vice,  and  ignorance,  and 
degradation  —  strangers   to   the    ease    and   comfort   of   a    Christian 
Sabbath — strangers  to  all  the  blessed  hopes  and  prospects  of  Chris- 
tianity— my  Lord,  it  is  too  shocking  to  think  of!  and  we  should  not 
lose   an   hour  in  endeavouring  to  do  away  these  multiplied  wrongs, 
by  administering  the   only    cure, — their  actual   admission    to    that 
liberty   to  tvhich   the   God  of  nature  has  entitled  them,  and  which, 
in  its   consequences,  would  give  them  all   the  rest.     But,  then,  it  is 
alleged  that  their  admission  to  these  rights  and  enjoyments  would 
bring  ruin  on  the  West  Indies.     A  moment's  reflection  produced  in 
my  mind  a  strong  presumption  against  the  correctness  of  this  position 
when  it  was  first  urged  on  me.    1  could  not  believe  that  the  prosperity 
of  one  country  or  class  of  men  could  be  grounded  necessarily  on  the 
misery  of  another.     Knowing,  my  Lord,  the  (^haracter  given  us  in  the 
Scripture  of  the  Supreme  Being — that  He  is  emphatically  declared  to 
us  to  be  best  expressed  by  Love — 1  could  not  conceive  it  possible,  that 
it  could  be  requisite  to  retain  any  particular  race  of  men  in  continued 
suffering  and  degradation,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  affluence  and 
for  the  improvement  of  the  resources  of  another  set  of  creatures  of  the 
same  Almighty  hand.     I  took  courage,  and  proceeded  ;  and  soon  1 
discovered,  as  I  had  confidently  hoped,  that  the  path  of  justice  was 
also  the  path  of  true  policy.    My  Lord,  I  well  remember,  that  when  a 
gracious  Providence  first  led  us  to  discover,  and  endeavour  to  put  an 
end  to,  the  manifold  injuries  inflicted  on  the  negro  race,  it  was  then 
this  argum.iit  was  first  used — "  that  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
would  ruin  the  West  Indies."     Old  men,  your  Lordship  well   knows, 
are  stated  by  a  great  ancient  author,  with  whom  your  Lordship  is  well 
acquainted,  to  be   naturally  prone  to  speak  of  the   incidents  of  their 
younger  years.     It  was,  1   have   alreadv  said,  when  our  proceedings 
first  began  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  (1788  or  9),  that  we 
were  confronted  by  this  assertion,  that  "  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
would  be  ruin  :"  and  1  mention  it  the  rather,  because  the  case  fur- 
nishes two  most  important  arguments  for  our  use  at  present.     First, 
it  will  prove  how  little  people  are  to  be  trusted  when  they  are  blinded 
by  prejudice  and  self-interest:  and  still  more,  secondly,  how  false  the 
most  confident  predictions  of  ruin  from  any  intended  measure  of  im- 
provement really  prove  i"i  the  result.     When  the  light  of  Heaven  had 
first   been   shot  into  that  den  of  darkness,  the  Slave  Trade,  in  all   its 
varieties  of  guilt  and  misery,  1  well  remember  the  horror  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  hearing  of  that  part  of  it  which  respects  the  situation 
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of  the  slaves,  in  what  was  called  the  Middle  Passaije,  during;  their 
transportation  from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies.  The  House  could  not 
then  wait  the  slow  result  of  the  inquiry  concerninij  the  ccssafinri  of 
the  slave  trade  altojijether,  and  resolved  itninedintely  to  adopt  mea- 
sures for  rendering  the  condition  of  the  slaves  more  tolerable  while  on 
shipboard.  No  sooner  did  we  begin  to  examine  into  that  condition, 
than  merchants  of  the  greatest  resj>ectability — nien  of  wealth  and 
station  in  society — declared  that  all  our  ideas  of  the  slaves  being  un- 
comfortable were  totally  erroneous  ;  that  though  thev  might  suffer  at 
first  from  being  taken  from  their  country  and  their  friends,  their 
accommodations  were  all  that  could  be  desired  ;  they  were  lodged  in 
suitable  apartments  ;  their  food  was  such  as  suited  their  peculiar 
tastes  and  habits  ;  after  their  meals  thev  engaged  in  games  of  chance; 
the  song  and  the  dance  were  promoted  :  in  short,  so  happy  were 
they,  that  the  arrival  of  a  Guinea-ship  in  the  harbours  of  the  West 
Indies  was  known  by  the  sounds  of  the  music  and  the  merriment  of 
her  human  cargo  !  Mv  Lord,  what  was  the  fact?  To  express  it  in 
the  emphatic  language  of  Lord  (irenville — "  the  slave-ship  was  found 
to  contain  a  greater  condensation  of  human  suffering,  than  it  had  ever 
before  been  supposed  possible  to  enclose  within  the  same  dimensions." 
But  still  more,  said  the  slave-merchant,  if  you  pass  any  of  these  regu- 
lations, the  expenses  of  the  vovage-will  be  increased — the  trade  now 
hangs  by  a  thread,  and  the  ship-owner  will  infallibly  be  ruined.  The 
Bill,  however,  was  pass^,  and  only  a  very  short  time  had  elapsed  be- 
fore it  was  universally  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  the  merchants  had  ever  received. 

"  Nor  were  the  predictions  of  our  opponents  less  completely  falsi- 
fied in  the  case  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Thev  with  one 
voice  declared  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  law,  even  by  the  whole  Heet  of  England,  such  opportunities  for 
smuiTgling  were  everywhere  afforded.  But  if  it  coidd  be  possible,  the 
ruin  of  the  islands  must  inevitably  follow.  And  this  declaration  was 
contained  in  a  communication  from  the  legislature  of  Jan  .lica,  which 
actually  crossed  in- its  passage  to  Europe  the  vessel  that  was  carrying 
out  to  the  colonies  the  news  of  the  abolition  having  actually  taken 
place.  Well,  what  was  the  consequence  ?  In  that  instance  also,  but 
a  few  years  past,  and  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice,  it  was  acknow- 
ledged that  the  measure  had  been  highly  beneficial :  and  I  have  been 
lately  reassured  of  the  fact  by  the  gentleman  opposite  to  me,  recently 
come  from  the  West  Indies,  that  it  is  now  declared  in  common  parlance 
that  I  have  been  the  <;reatest  friend  of  the  West  Indies.  Why,  then, 
may  we  not  hope  that  their  prediction  of  the  ruin,  which  they  say 
would  follow  from  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  may  also  be  as 
erroneous  ? 

"  Again,  it  was  ursred  against  us,  strongly  and  repeatedly,  that  the 
abolition  would  inevitably  occasion  insurrections  in  the  islands,  and 
thereby  the  massacre  of  the  whites.  It  really  seems  quite  providential 
that  there  have  been  fewer,  insurrections  of  anv  real  and  serious 
amount,  since  the  abolition  took  place,  than  almost  ever  before  durinj^ 
an  equal  period.    But  let  it  not  be  supposed  iha    all  the  dangers  here 
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are  on  one  side.   The  niortalitv  amon;^:  our  troops  mio^ht  be  dwelt  upon, 
with  too  much  cause.     But  1  do  not  wish  to  dwell  on  this  topic; 
though  I  must  remark  that  it  is  most  unreasonable  (to  give  it  the 
softest  name)  that  we  do  not  employ  Black  regiments,  who,  I  have 
been  assured  by  many  general  officers,  are  as  good  troops  as  could  be 
employed.     But,  in  truth,  the  dangers  of  the  islands,  from  various 
causes  connected  with   their  neighbours    in   Hayti  and   the   French 
colonies,  are  of  immense  amount.     Our  colonies  appear  to  me  like 
that  scene  of  verdure  and  beauty  which  displays  itself  on  the  exterior 
of  one  of  the   volcanic   mountains.     All  without  is    promising   and 
smiling :  but  you  can  already  hear  low  and  fearful  mutterings  and 
growlings  from  the  inward  workings  of  the  discordant  elements  ;  and 
whi*e  all  appears  to  be  securitv  and  comfort,  they  may  break  forth  and 
waste  all  around  with  one  irresistible  course  of  havoc  and  desolation. 
Every  motive  therefore* conspires  to  urge  us  to  proceed  resolutely  in 
our  present  course,  and  it  has  become  more  clear  than  ever,  that  any 
idea  of  expecting  that  the  Colonial  Assemblies  will  take  the  matter 
honestly  into  their  hands,  is  utterly  absurd  and  monstrous.     Can  it  be 
reasonable  to  expect  that  they  will  follow  the  course  you  prescribe  to 
them,  when  they  frankly  tell  you  tliat  every  step  they  advance  towards 
the  ultimate  point,  is  in  itself  an  evil,  and  that  their  arrival  at  the  in- 
tended close  would  be  their  utter  ruin  ? 

*'  But  there  is  another  recent  event  which  proves  this  point,  if  possible, 
even  still  more  clearly,  and  one  which  I  must  say  reflects  dishonour 
on  many  men  of  high  rank  and  great  influence.  I  allude  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  West  Indians  in  this  country.  When  Mr.  Cannin^r  brought  forward, 
in  the  year  1823,  his  measures  of  amelioration, — in  which,  though  not 
at  all  what  we  desired,  there  certainly  were  many  excellent  regulations 
which  would  have  had  a  most  beneficial  eftect  in  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  slaves,  and  preparing  the  wav  for  liieir  ultimate  enjoyment 
of  liberty,^the  chief  West  Indians  both  ui  and  out  of  Parliament  then 
joined   him.     His  measures  were  unanimously  passed  by  both  Houses 
of  Parliament ;  and  the  West  Indians  in  this  country  recommended 
them  to  their  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  as  being  highly 
conducive  to  the  real  well-being  of  the  planters  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  slaves.     And  now,  could  it  be  believed,  that  the  Colonial 
Assemblies  having  all  opposed  Mr. Canning's  resolutions  in  almost  every 
particular,  in  defiance  of  the  urgent  representations  of  their  friends  in 
England,  those  friends  have  now  completely  changed  their  language, 
and  have  joined  the  West  Indian  Assemblies  in  opposing  the  measures 
which  they  formerly  had  so  stroagiy  recommended  to  their  support ! 
After  this,  is  it  not  undeniably  mcuiiiest  that  we  must  take  the  matter 
into  our  own  hands  ?     The  people  (.4  England  must  do  this  work  of 
mercy.   The  voice  of  the  country  mu>?:  be  raised.     It  has  been  raised; 
and   1  trust  that  it  will  have  its  jii*i  effect  on  the  Councils  of  the 
Nation,  and  will  prevail  on  Parliammt  no  longer  to  delay  the  striking 
ofT  of  the  fetters  of  the  slave,  and  bringing  him  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  just  rights  of  his  nature.     Much  mitrht  be  said  on  the  opposition 
made  to  Mr.  Canning's  proposed  reimlations.    There  was  one  especially 
'')  which  he  trusted  no  one  could  object — the  disuse  of  the  driving 
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whip  for  eiiJurciri'^  lahour  in  tfiu  Held,  wwd  still  more  tortli.'  punislinu-iil 
ut'  tilt'  teniale  sex.      He  had   been   made   indeed  to  hilieve  iliat  it  \va»i 
only  used  as  a  hadire  of  authunly  by  tlie  driver,  like  the  \x)u\  .Mavor's 
sword,  or  the  mace  of  the  Speaker  otthe  House  of  Commons,  a  relic 
of  amient  times.     So  he  had  been  assured  by  his  West  Indian  friends 
and  acquaintances  ;  and  it  had  been  asserted  confidently  in  the  House 
of  Commons.     But  no  sooner  did  his  recommendation  to  desist  from 
its  use  reach  the  Colonies,  than  with  one  voice  thov  declared  they 
could  not  do  without  it,  and  more  particularly  thev  contended  for  con- 
tinuing to  use  it  upon  the  fi  males.     Shame  \   shame  !  to  those  who  can 
so  forijet  the  claims  of  that  better  part  of  the  human  species.    In  truth, 
our  present  Secretary  of  State  has  had  a  verv  hopeless  task  m  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  West  Indian  Islands.      But  it  is  due  both  to  Mr. 
Canning  and  to  Mr.   Huskisson  to  sav,  that  thou'^^h  not  actin<;  up  to 
the  extent  of  our  wishes  or  of  their  diitv,  they'did  in  some  cases  resist 
the  almost  unnatural  applications  they  received  from  the  West  Indians; 
more  especially  one  for  remitting^  the  punishment  of  one  of  the  most 
cruel  and  barbarous  acts  that  ever  was  |)erpetrated  by  a  human  beinj^. 
when  such  remission  was  earnestly  desired  bv  the  Governor  of  the  co- 
lony, who  declared  that  the  tcuiltv  parties   were  highly  respectable 
people — that  during:  their  imprisonment,  which  he  wished  to  be  short- 
ened, tliey  were  visited  hv  the  whole  community,  and  were  indeed  very 
humane  and  well-disposed  people.      I  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Mosses 
in  the  Bahamas  :   and  I  cannot  conceive  any  document  that  can  throw 
more  lii^ht  than  that  which  is  afforded  by  the  account  of  this  whole 
transaction,  on  the  state  of  society  in  ourcrdonial  setth-ments,  and  on 
the  feelinijs  of  even  the  better  part  of  the  people  concemini;  the  mutual 
rii^hts  of  the  masters  and  slaves. — The  gentleman  oj)pfjsite  to  me  has 
stroni^ly  enforced   our  obli^ration  to   j^ive  full  compensation  to   those 
who  may  be  injured  bv  emancipation.      I  have  never  denied  that  their 
claims  should  be  fairly  considered,  and  that,  after  a  full  and  fair  exa- 
mination into  particulars,  any  losses  fairlv  char^-eable  on  the  effects  of 
the  measures  Parliament  should  adopt,  in  carrying'  into  execiition  our 
principles,  should  be  fairlv  made  {^ood  to  them.     Yet  much  is  to  be 
said  on  this  subject.   I  cannot  think  that  those  proprietors  who,  durintj 
even  the  latter  period  of  this   Ions:  contest,  have  been  investinij  their 
property  in  the  South  American  settlements,  merely  as  a  matter  of 
{rainful  speculation — greatly  to  the  injury  of  our  own  old  colonies — 
that    they    should   be  considered    as   standing:  on   the    same    ground 
with  the  inhatiitants  of  our  old  islands  that  have  -jone  with  us  throu<rh 
our    lono^    national    contests,    who    jiossess    their  estates,    many    of 
them  by  old  inheritance,    and   who    therefore  cannot    be  considered 
as  in  the  same  de2:rce  answerable  for  the  support  of  the    obnoxious 
system.      But  one  reason  why   I   have  said   le^s  <ni   this    sul)ject  is, 
that   the   greater  part  of  the   West   Indians  are   already  almost   in- 
solvent— at  least  the  depreciation  of  their  property  has  been  {greater 
than   any  one  could    possibly    conceive;    and    therefore   to   do   real 
justice,  all   their  claims  should  be   accurately   wci^rhed,  ajid   then  I 
Mjant  that  as  the  crime  was  common,  so  also  should  be  the  penalty. 
Lft  lis  then  proceed,  my  Lord,    with   rc.ncved  enenjy    in   cirryinii 
into  eTecution  one  of  the  <ire(itrst   nets  <>/  nirrnj  that   n   people   had 
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it  ever  in  their  poiccr  to  perforin.  Above  all,  let  us  reinemlKT,  it 
is  thus  only  that  we  can  comniunieate  to  the  poor  wretched  slaves  the 
flieatestof  all  ble.^sin;j:s,  b\  introfluciug-  among  them  not  onlvcivilization 
and  knowledgf,  but,  throu<,di  an  acquaintance  with  their  bibles,  the 
blessed  hopes  v-hidi  Christianity  holds  cent  to  all  the  sons  of  men.  And 
I  will  indulge  tb<  hope  that,  as  in  the  former  instances  I  lately  speci- 
fied, we  all  rfi;jy  here  also  one  day  rejoice  together  in  contemplating 
the  happine>^  v.e  may  have  been  the  blessed  instruments  of  conferring 
on  these  poor  flegraded  outcasts  of  society.  But  let  us  all  remember  that 
we  here  hare  no  option.  Our  faculties  are  given  to  us,  not  as  a  pro- 
perty, but  as  a  trust ;  and  we  are  bound  at  our  peril  to  forbear  availing 
ourselves  of  the  opportunities  Providence  may  place  within  our  reacli 
of  doing  justice  and  shewing  mercy, — of  lessening  the  miseries  and 
augmenting  tlie  happiness  of  our  species.  Let  us  only  act  with  an 
earnestness  and  a  perseverance  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  we  arc 
engaged.  The  blessing  of  Heaven  will  recompense  us ;  and  we  shall 
have  wiped  away  a  stain  justly  to  be  regarded  as  the  foulest  blot  that 
ever  dislionoured  the  annals  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people." 

After  Mr.  ^Vill)erforce  had  sat  down,  the  meeting  was  successively 
addressed  by  the  Re\.  J.  Davies,  of  Rodborough,  the  Rev.  E.  Wilson, 
the  Rev.  W.  Elliot,  of  Devizes,  and  John  Shepherd,  Esq.,  of  Frome. 

Tike  regidar  business  of  the  meeting  having  lieen  thus  gone  throu2:h, 
Mr.  Caldecot,  who  had  at  intervals  repeated  his  interruptions  of  the 
proceedings,  now  contended  that  his  motion  should  be  brought  in  as  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution.  The  paper  was  read  from  the  chair, 
and  ]Mr.  Caldecot  was  proceeding  with  some  further  irrelevant  re- 
marks,— when  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Moysey  rose,  and  remarked  that  as 
the  sense  of  several  of  the  speakers  was  favourable  to  a  remuneration 
for  such  losses  as  could  be  actually  proved  to  arise  from  abolition  ;  and 
as,  moreover,  the  exact  nature  of  that  compensation,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  could  be  effected,  was  not  to  be  decided  here,  but  in  Par- 
liament, it  might  perhaps  be  more  expressive  of  the  general  feeling,  and 
more  consonant  to  sound  policy,  to  add  a  clause  to  the  petition  itself, 
expressive  of  our  confidence  in  the  justice  of  Parliament,  and  our  wish 
to  protect  as  far  as  possible  the  established  interests  of  individuals  and 
property  m  our  colonies.  This  proposal  was  acceded  to;  and  Mr. 
Caldecot,  and  the  other  West  Indian  gentlemen  present  expressed 
their  approbation  of  the  principle  of  the  petition,  as  tlius  amended, 
and  declared  that  thev  woidd  readilv  si'xii  it. 

The  petition  thus  concurred  in  by  the  West  India  party  at  Bath, 
after  expressing  the  deej»  disappf)intment  of  the  petitioners  at  the 
results  of  previous  attempts  to  niiti<;ate  slavery  and  pioniote  its  ulti- 
mate extinction — "results."  itisaddeil,  "  which  have  clearlv  convinced 
the  petitioners  that  no  eftectua!  means  for  the  relief  of  t  lie  slave  popu- 
lation are  to  be  expected  at  the  hands  of  the  colonial  legislatures," 
concludes  bv  praying  the  House  "  f<jrthwith  to  adopt  sue  h  measures  as 
may  secure  the  complete  abolition  of  slavery  throuy:liout  the  British 
dominions  at  the  earliest  possible  period, — confiistently  with  the  esta- 
blished rights  of  individuals  and  property  in  our  colonir<5." 
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W'luK'  the  Batli  Anti-SlAvery  mCL'tiii'j;  was  thus  (listiii'^iiishod  l>v  ;in 
nmii'able  rominoiuise  between  the  abolitionists  and  the  West  Indians, 
a  very  diti'erent  seene  was  enacted  on  the  same  dav  at  Bristol.  A 
|)id)lie  meetin;4,  convened  bv  advertisement,  tor  petitioning:;  Parliament 
on  this  iTreat  question,  was  held  on  the  '2"2d  of  October,  in  tlie  Assembly 
Room  of  that  city  ;  and  lon^:;  before  the  hour  announced  for  the  <hair 
to  be  taken,  the  lar^e  apartment  was  completelv  HUed.  A  very  con- 
siderable number  of  hij^hiy  respectable  ladies  were  present. 

In  explanation  of  the  scene  that  ensued,  it  is  necessary  to  notice, 
that  on  the  precedini^  day  a  placard  had  been  posted  up  throu;;hout 
the  city,  calliuij  upon  "  The  Friends  of  the  Trade  of  Bristol — of  Order 
— of  all  Sacred  Institutions — of  the  Laws — of  the  Church — of  the 
State — and  of  Practical  as  well  as  Theoretical  Emancipation,  to 
attend  the  public  Meetins:;"  and  announcing  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  subscriber  to  briu'^  forward  some  measures,  havinji;  for  their  ol)- 
ject  the  accomplishment  of  the  j^eat  end  in  view,  "  without  injury  to 
any  partv.  "  This  appeal,  and  a  letter  to  the  same  effect,  which  was 
circidated  principally  amon^j  tradesmen  employed  by  the  West  India 
interest,  were  sii^ned  "  Christopher  Claxton."  This  individual  is  the 
captain  of  a  West  India  trader,  and  had  rendered  himself  conspicuous 
as  an  active  opponent  of  Mr.  Protheroe,  at  the  late  contested  election 
in  Bristol.  The  announcement  therefore  of  his  purpose  to  oppose 
the  views  of  the  abolitionists  had  the  intended  effect  of  drawing  to>;cther 
to  the  meetint^  a  number  of  persons,  who,  from  various  motives,  are 
inimical  to  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  This  party,  among  whom 
were  several  sailors,  or  persons  dressed  in  sailors'  clothes,  havin;jj  mus- 
tered in  considerable  strens^th,  took  possession  of  the  benches  in  the 
body  of  the  hall. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  j^entlemen  who  were  to  conduct  the  pro- 
ceedinp;s,  havin?  taken  their  station  in  front  of  the  platform,  which 
was  crowded  with  persons  of  the  first  respectability,  Richard  Ash, 
Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair.  This  s^entleman  introduced  the  bu- 
siness by  an  appropriate  address — not  however  without  considerable 
interruption  from  the  uproar  caused  by  the  West  India  party-  Mr- 
W.  T.  Blair*    then   rose  to  move  the  first  resolution  and  address   the 


*  This  gentleman,  a  retired  civil  servant  of  the  K.ast  India  Company,  and  now 
residirif^  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol,  has  ably  advocated  the  abolition  of  slavery,  at 
several  recent  meetings  in  the  south-west  of  England.  He  became  practically 
acquainted  with  the  evils  of  slavery  during  two  years'  residence  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  ;  a  colony  where,  although  the  system  is  milder,  especially  as  re- 
gards the  exaction  of  labour,  than  in  the  British  sugar  colonies,  it  nevertheless 
produces  its  usual  fruits  of  bitterness,  in  the  demoralization  of  the  white  colonists 
and  the  degradation  and  wretchedness  of  the  slaves.  Mr.  Blair  is  one  of  several 
very  able  and  inteliiaent  coadjutors  who  have  spontaneously  come  forward  at  this 
eventful  period  to  tjive  iheir  valuable  testimony  and  efficient  support  to  the  cause 
of  eady  and  total  ahulilion,  and  who  have  grudired  inidier  personal  exertion  nor 
pecuniary  expense  in  promoting  the  diffusion  of  correct  information  and  right 
principle*  on  this  great  question  throughout  the  British  empire. 
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meeting-,  but  was  rudely  prevented  by  Mr.  Claxton,  who  pertinaciously 
insisted  on  being  beard  first,  in  opposition  to  the  decision  of  the  chair- 
man and  the  opinion  of  the  great  majority  of  the  assembly.  This  in- 
solent pretension  was  supported  by  his  West  India  "  gang"  with  the 
most  outrageous  violence  and  vocifer action,  the  authority  of  the  chair 
and  all  decent  order  being  set  at  defiance.  Mr.  Blair,  in  order  that 
the  business  might  proceed,  expressed  his  willingness  to  concede  to 
Mr.  Claxton  the  privilege  of  first  addressing  the  meeting — but  this 
concession  instead  of  allaying  the  tumult,  was  vociferously  hailed  as 
a  victory  by  the  intrusive  faction  ;  and  such  was  the  uproar  that  Mr. 
Claxton  himself,  seeing  the  indignation  of  the  meeting  effectually 
roused  against  him  and  his  partizans,  entreated  them,  but  in  vain,  to 
hear  Mr.  Blair.  The  disorder  increased,  and  several  personal  con- 
flicts taking  place,  the  ladies  became  alarmed  for  their  safety  and 
fished  towards  the  platform,  over  which  they  were  handed,  and  im- 
mediately hastened  to  quit  the  scene  of  disturbance.  It  being  now 
apparent  that  the  object  of  the  West  India  party  was  to  produce  a 
tumult  and  prevent  the  business  from  going  forward,  the  Chairman,  by 
the  advice  of  several  gentlemen,  quitted  the  chair,  and  announced 
that  the  meeting  was  dissolved.  Several  of  the  adverse  party  encou- 
raged by  the  result  of  their  opposition,  now  rushed  forward  and 
attempted  to  take  possession  of  the  platform,  and  being  opposed,  a 
serious  scuffle  was  about  to  commence,  when  Mr.  Claxton,  apparently 
somewhat  ashamed  of  the  ruffian  conduct  of  those  he  had  called  to 
support  him,  agreed  to  withdraw  with  the  Chairman  and  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Still,  however,  the  meeting  shewed  no  inclination  to  disperse,  but  ra- 
ther, animated  with  high  resentment  by  this  audacious  attempt  of  the 
West  Indian  party  to  disorganize  and  defeat  their  measures,  appeared 
determined  not  to  give  way.  At  length  Mr.  Acland  succeeded  in  allay- 
ing the  tumult,  and  in  persuading  the  audience  to  elect  another  chair- 
man and  proceed  with  the  business  for  which  they  had  assembled. 
This  proposal  was  carried  by  acclamation,  the  West  Indian  faction  were 
constrained  to  give  way,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roaf  was  called  to  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  then  addressed  successively  by  Messrs.  Acland,  Tripp, 
Hall,  Howells,  Fry,  Lovell,  Cossens,  Dight,  &c.  and  a  series  of  energe- 
tic resolutions  were  drawn  up  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  passed  by 
an  immense  majority,  declaring,  *'  that  the  period  for  the  total  extinction 
of  slavery  at  the  earliest  possible  period  having  now  arrived,  a  petition 
be  prepared,  embodying  the  sentiments  of  this  meeting,  in  order  to  its 
presentation  to  our  Sovereign;  praying  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
direction  to  his  ministers  immediately  to  bring  into  the  two  houses  of 
parliament  a  bill  on  this  great  question,  which  shall  accord  with  the 
interests  of  humanity,  the  claims  of  justice,  and  the  often  expressed 
desires  of  the  people  of  this  country."  The  meeting  then  quietly  se- 
parated. 

"  When  we  consider,"  says  the  Bristol  Mercury,  from  which  we  have 
abridged  the  account  of  this  meeting,  "  that  the  proceedings  from  the 
moment  Mr.  Roaf  stepped  into  the  chair,  were  conducted  by  individuals 
who,  perhaps,  with  only  one  exception,  attended  without  the  remotest 
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intention  of  uttering  tlieir  seiilinients,  and  that  the  whole  was  au  uri- 
prenieditateil  tbulhtioii  ofiL'tliii'^ — we  must  sav  that  the  g-entlenuii  are 
iiiiitled  tu  no  inconsidt  Table  df^ree  of  credit,  for  the  abihtv  thov  dis- 
played, ad  well  as  fur  the  readiness  and  Himness  which  ihev  evinctcl  on 
tiie  occasion;  and  which,  we  sliould  think,  could  only  have  resulted 
from  a  firm  conviction  that  the  cause  thev  advocate  is  based  on  just 
principles." 

To  this  just  obser\ation  we  shall  only  add,  tl.at  the  strikinsj  conlran 
displayed  in  the  behaviour  ot  the  abettors  of  slavery  to  that  of  the 
friends  of  abolition,  at  this  and  several  other  Anti-Slavery  meeting;s 
where  the  former  have  intruded  and  attempted  to  interrupt  the  proceed- 
ings, can  luirdly  f'lil  to  open  the  eyes  of  many  persons  who  have  too 
lon^  allowed  themselves  to  be  deluded  by  the  oft-refuted  fallacies  and 
fabrications  of  the  West  India  partizans.  The  system  of  Slavery  v.as 
founded  in  robbery  and  oiitrao^e  ;  it  has  been  built  up  ihroii'^h  lonoj 
years  of  cruel  op[)ression  ;  and  now,  top-heavy  and  totterins;  to  its  fall 
under  the  weight  of  its  own  iniquities,  its  unscrupulous  abettors  vainly 
strive  to  prop  it  up  by  the  rotten  supports  that  have  heretofore  be- 
friended them,  but  which  now  begin  to  moulder  among  their  fingers — 
namely,  by  systematic  deception,  and  bv  a  nicnilacious  audacity  in  revil- 
ing their  opponents,  and  in  the  reiteration  of  detected  tulsehood,  un- 
precedentfti  in  the  annals  of  controversy. 

->>.  Second   Mecting   at   Bristol. 

The  tricnds  of  Abolition  at  Bristol,  after  the  indecorous  mterru()tion 
of  their  proceedings  on  the  '2'2d  of  October,  ilelermined  that  their  con- 
stitutional privilege  to  petition  the  legislature  should  not  thus  be  defeated  ; 
being  convinced  that  with  the  exception  of  a  small  but  interested  party, 
the  great  body  of  their  fellow-citizens  entirely  coincided  with  them  in 
opinion  on  this  important  public  question.  Another  ^Meeting  was  accor- 
dingly convened  on  the  9th  of  November,  in  the  same  place;  and 
Richard  Ash,  Esq.  the  same  gentleman  who  had  fornierly  presided, 
was  again  called  to  the  chair.  Mr.  Claxton,  the  West  India  champion, 
also,  did  not  fail  to  attend,  with  his  noisy  retainers;  who,  iiioui;h  ihey 
did  not  succeed  as  before  in  totally  interrupting  and  disarranging  the 
proceedings,  yet  so  far  prevailed  by  tumult  and  uproar  as  to  render  the 
addresses  of  most  of  the  speakers  almost  or  altogether  inaudible.  The 
business  of  the  meeting  was,  however,  carried  through,  and  a  string  of 
resolutions  passed  and  a  petition  to  Parliament  voted  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, praying  for  the  utter  extinction  of  Slavery.  The  meeting  was 
successively  addressed  by  Mr.  Lunell,  the  Rev.  .John  Leifchild,  Messrs. 
Howells,  Brydges,  Blair,  George,  Herapalh,  Sanders,  and  Claxton  ;  but 
such  was  the  clamour  kept  up  bv  the  West  Indians,  except  when  their 
own  chieftain,  Claxton,  was  speaking,  that  scarcely  two  <;onsecutive 
sentences  uttered  by  any  other  person  could  be  heard  beyond  the  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  Claxton  harangued  the  audience  at  great  hriLCil',  ^'i^^  ''  is  said 
with  considerable  declamatory  talent.  He  maintained  that  ihe  condition 
of  the  Slaves  was  comfortable — that  they  were  generally  well  tieated  — 
Tuid  lliat  much  had  been  done  bv  the  colonial  legislatures  in  ameliorating 
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ihe  severity  of  former  laws.  He  quoted  the  opinions  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  other  statesmen  in  support  of  his  as- 
sertions; and  maintained  that  in  Jamaica,  Barhadoes,  Demerara,  St. 
Kitts,  Nevis,  &c.  many  beneficial  enactments  had  been  recently  passed 
for  abolishing  Sniiday  markets,  for  promoting  religious  instruction,  pro- 
viding for  age  and  sickness,  and  so  forth.  He  contended  that  the  Slaves 
were  not  yet  qualified  to  receive  freedom ;  but  admitted  that  the  Anti- 
Savery  Society  had  done  much  towards  their  advancement  in  civiliza- 
tion. In  fact,  his  speech,  as  reported  in  the  Bristol  papers,  is  a  strange 
inconsistent  farrago  of  candid  admission,  preposterous  assertion,  and 
dauntless  denial  ;  and  it  only  deserves  notice  as  another  specimen  of 
the  tactics  of  that  party  of  which  this  man  is  so  zealous  a  partizan. 
After  allowing  that  slavery  m  the  abstract  is  contrary  to  the  spiiit  of 
our  national  institutions — that  its  existence  in  the  dominions  of  Great 
Br  iain  is  a  blot  in  our  escutcheon — nay  more,  "  thai  the  law  that  tole- 
rates the  absolute  dominion  of  one  man  over  another  is  an  abominable 
and  disgusting  law," — he  instantly  adds,  "  While  mentioning  these  as 
my  objections,  let  it  not  be  understood  that  I  question  the  planter's  right 
to  his  Slave,  or  his  absolute  coiitrcil  over  him,  anv  more  than  I  question 
his  humanitv  generally.  Nor  do  1  question  the  comfort  of  the  Slaves 
themselves,  f  r  their  perfectly  contented  condition,  before  you,  through 
your  "missionaries,  made  a  crusade  across  the  Atlantic,  and  worried  them 
into  a  different  belief,  and  robbed  them  of  much  of  their  hard  earnings 
for  pavments  to  love-feasts  and  to  keep  class,  which  rather  than  forfeit, 
they  would  commit  robbery  to  support." 

iVj  reply  seriously  to  sucli  stuff"  as  this  is  of  course  out  of  the  question  : 
and  yet  this  man  is  the  recognized  leader  and  champion  of  the  West 
India  party  in  Bristol ! 

He  concluded  bv  moving  two  resolutions,  the  first  in  favour  of  aboli- 
tion, "  Vi-ith  a  fair  and  equitable  regard  to  tiie  rights  of  property  involved  ;'' 
the  other  containing  a  claim  for  "  compensation  for  the  value  of  the 
Slave  before  the  agitation  of  thi^  question  reduced  the  same  ;  and  a 
security  for  the  lands  and  works,  in  the  event  of  free  labour  failing,  pro- 
vided the  planter  fairly  tries  the  experiment,  to  be  decided  by  constitu- 
tional au'lioriti(  >.''  Of  these  resolutions  the  former  was  passed  without 
opposition,  bemir  rjuite  accordant  with  the  principles  of  the  meeting; 
the  latter  was  iluown  out  by  an  amendment  referring  the  subject  of 
ronipensatioi)  to  Faili.uncnt. 

■29.  Derby. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  a  Meeting  to  petition  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  was  held  at  Derby,  in  the  Town-hall.  W.  Newton,  Esq.  late 
Mayor  of  the  Borough,  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  opened  the  pro- 
ceedings by  an  impressive  address.  He  was  followed  by  W.  Evans, 
Esq,  who  took  a  masterly  review  of  the  present  state  of  the  (picstion,  of 
the  actual  condition  of  the  Slaves  in  our  West  India  Colonies,  of  the 
failure  of  all  attempts  to  obtain  real  mitigation  of  the  system,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  urging  the  legislature  to  adopt  effectual  measures  for  speedy 
ubLilitiun.    The  Rev.  Messrs.  .).  Thorpe,  K.  Simpson,  G.  B.  Blackley,  Dr. 
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Forrester,  and    Messrs.   Gawthurn,  Longdon,  and  Strutt,   also  succes- 
sively addressed  the  meeting. 

30.  ClIELMSKOUD. 

On  the  same  day  (Oct.  "23),  a  .Meeting  to  petition  for  Aljolition  was 
held  in  the  County-hall,  Chelmsford  ;  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Strutt,  in  the  chair. 
The  meetinji  was  successively  addressed  by  the  ilev.  .).  Hunt,  Kiv.  .lus. 
Grey,  Dr.  Forrester,  Messrs.  G.  Stephen,  Kno.\,  Pownall,  Candler,  and 
Copland,  in  able  and  impressive  speeches. 

31.  Birmingham. 

On  the  •26th  of  October,  a  .Meetin^^  to  petition  for  Abolition  was  held 
at  Birmingham;  the  Rev.  Edward  Burn,  in  the  chair.  The  meeting 
was  successively  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Archdeacon  Hodson,  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Moseley,  James,  Marsh,  Kennedy,  Garbett,  Mayers,  Thompson, 
M'Donnell,  East,  Hnlton,  Morgan,  and  Crowther;  and  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  Turner,  Cadbury,  Corn,  Sturge,  and  Harris.  Many  of  the 
speeches  were  very  able,  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh  embraced  a 
most  masterly  and  comprehensive  review  of  the  (jueslion  in  almost  every 
point ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  find  room  for  an  abstract  of  the  arguments, 
and  it  admits  not  of  partial  quotation.  The  following  are  four  of  the 
seven  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  at  this  meeting,  and  which  may 
afford  a  fair  sample  of  the  seulimenis  that  pervaded  it. 

'*  That  the  obstacles  which  have  been  luised  by  Uie  colonial  assemliiics  .reiie- 
rully,  and  by  the  planters  individually,  not  only  to  the  accoinplisluiieni  of  the 
recorded  views  and  recommendations  of  the  le'^islalure,  but  to  the  endeuvijurs 
made  by  various  denoniinalions  of  Christians  to  improve  the  moral  and  relr^'ioub 
condition  of  die  Slaves,  have  still  furdier  strengthened  the  conviction  of  this  meet- 
in<r,  that  actual  emancipation  must  jjrecede  any  successful  etl'urts  to  raise  the 
character  of  the  aegro  population. 

'*  That,  impressed  with  diis  conviction,  and  believing  it  to  be  a  duty  to  use  our 
utmost  exertions  to  put  an  end  to  a  system  winch  so  flagrantly  violates  every  social 
and  religious  obligation,  this  meeting  deems  it  right  to  adopt  the  principle  of 
immediate  emancipation  of  the  Slaves,  accompanied  by  such  tem[X)rdry  rt-gula- 
tions  alone,  as  the  wisdom  of  FarUament  may  deem  essential  for  dieir  well  being, 
and  the  preservation  of  social  order. 

"  That  this  meeting  feels  the  less  hesitation  in  adopting  tliis  principle,  inasmuch 
as  it  considers  it  to  have  been  proved  by  experience,  that,  under  such  regulations. 
Slavery  may  be  abolished  with  perfect  safety. 

"  That,  although  this  nieelmg  is  of  opinion  that  no  injury,  with  respect  to  pro- 
|)erly,  will  be  ultimately  sustained  by  die  planters,  yet,  as  the  luitioii  has  so  hmg 
tacitly  sanctioned  die  continuance  of  this  evil,  this  meeting  is  willing  to  recn.;iii/.e 
die  [iiinciple  of  compensation  for  such  losses  as  may  be  proved  to  havt-  been 
necessarily  causeil  by  die  measures  adopted  for  changing  the  condiUon  of  die 
Slaves,  and  for  which  Padiament  may  consider  die  planters  to  have  an  e([uitable 
claim  on  this  country." 

32.  County  of  Rutland. 

On  the  2»3th  of  October,  a  numerous  County  Meeting  was  held  at 

Oakham,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery;  the  Rev.  C  Swann,  of  Riddling- 

lon,  in  the  chair.      After  some  appropriate   introductory  remarks   from 

the  chairman,  Mr.  George  Stephen,  of  London,  addressed  the  meeting 
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in  at  long  and^ipst  impressive  spceoli,  in  wliich  lie  developed  the  system 
and  effects  ofSlavejy  by  numerous  details  of  the  misery  and  iniquity  of 
which  it  is -4iTre  daafaillng  source  wherever  it  prevails.     After  relating 
many  cases  of  crtfeky  and  oppression  in  the  West  Indies,  from  recent 
authorities,  the  learned  gentleman  thus  proceeded  : — "  It  is  often  ob- 
jected by  our  opponents,  that  we  select  every  case  of  individual  and 
peculiar  guilt,  as  a  ground  of  reproach  to  the  West  Indian  community. 
But  observe  the  difficulty  under  which  we  labour.     We  know  cases 
sufficiently  numerous  to  prove  such  guilt  to  be  systematic  and  not  indi- 
vidual.    If,  however,  we  divulge  them,  without  declaring  names,  we  are 
charged  with  falsehood  :  if  we  give  up  our  authority,  our  informants  are 
subjected  to  every  persecution  that  malignity  can  devise,  and  others  are 
deterred  from  speaking.     Again,  if  we  state  facts  upon  information  not 
official,  we  are  threatened  with  indictments,  actions  at  law,  and  all  the 
array  of  legal  prosecution.     But  I  have  it  in  my  power,  I  might  almost 
say  by  special  providence,  to  communicate  to  you  on  authority  that 
cann.  t  be  questioned,  a  history  of  the  interior  of  a  colonial  plantation. 
It  belongs  to  Mr.  Wells,  of  Piercefield,  Monmouthshire;  and  I  mention 
his  name  without  hesitation,  because  I  am  able  at  the  same  time  to  de- 
clare that  he  was  not  less  ignorant  than  yourselves  of  the  circumstances 
I  am  about  to  state.     In  the  year   1812,  he  let  his  estate  in  St.  Kitt's, 
with  a  gang  of  140  negroes.     In  1816,  their  numbers  were  reduced  to 
108,  and  in  1819,  to  86,  showing  a  loss  in  seven  years  of  not  less  than 
.54  lives  out  of  140,  not  including  births  in  the  interim.     (Expressions 
of  horror.)     It  is  indeed  incredible  ;  but  I  state  the  fact  on  the  authority 
of  the  overseer  himself.     It  is  recorded  in  his  own  handwriting,  in  a 
book  in  my  father's  possession,  the  record  being  kept  as  the  foundation 
of  parochial  returns.     Have  I  not  redeemed  my  pledge  that  I  would 
prove  the  system  of  colonial  treatment  to  be  a  system  of  daily,  even 
hourly,  murder  ?     How,  then,  can  we,  without  the  guilt   of  murder, 
sanction  or  acquiesce  in  its  continuance  for  a  single  hour?  or  by  what 
right   can    we    substitute    a    gradual    for    immediate    emancipation  ?" 
(applause.)     Mr.  Stephen  then  proceeded  to  quote  from  the  same  book, 
several  cases  in  which  brutal,  though  not  in  colonial  parlance,  illegal 
punishment,   had  been  inflicted  by  the  lessee  upon  Mr.  Wells's  gang, 
and  had  led  to  this  destruction  of  life.     "  But,"  he  proceeded,  "  dread- 
ful as  this  narrative  is,  I  have  yet  a  tale  of  horror  to  unfold,  compared 
with  which  all  that  has  been  stated  is  insignificant, — a  tale  so  dreadful 
that  I  would  pardon  you  for  disbelieving  nie  if  I  stated  it  even  on  my  own 
authority.     What  I  have  already  said,  related  to  the  West  India  colo- 
nies:    we  have  another  colony   where   slavery  obtains  in  a  yet  more 
aggravated  form.     The  system  is  indeed  the  same ;   the  characteristics 
of  slavery,  wherever  it  is  found,  are  always  the  same.     About  four  years 
ago,  I  was  professionally  employed  by  Mr.  Buxton  to  examine  the  state 
of  slavery  in  the  Mauritius,  with  a  view  to  a  parliamentary  enquiry.     I 
conducted  the  examination  under  the  sanction  of  government,  and  every 
fact  that  I  state  has  been  communicated  by  witnesses  who  were  cau- 
tioned against  exaggeration,  informed  that  they  might  hereafter  be  called 
upon  to  confirm  their  statements  on  oath,  and  were  required  to  subscribe 
their  names  to  the  statements.     It  is  on  this  testimony  that  I  give  my 
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laic  o\'  lienor.  My  witnesses  are  nearly  300  in  nuniDvf. —  \  nuiu,)*..; 
alone  sufficient  to  prove,  not  cases  of  individual,  but  ot'  >v>teinalic  ii,>- 
pravity."  Mr.  Steplien  proceeded  to  quote  the  words  ct'  j.ver.il  niilii.n-v 
men,  all  to  the  same  effect,  and  tending  to  prove  that  the  sMteot' si.iv... -v 
wiis  one  of  the  lowest  degradation  and  misery.  He  then  ^ave  dcii.iK 
to  sliow  the  accuracy  of  their  general  descriptions.  ••  I  aiy  not,"  ^.•.../i 
Mr.  Stephen,  "  deputed  by  any  society  to  address  vou.  I  speak  as  ),<• 
advocate  of  a  class  who  in  this  instance  have  no  advocate  but  me, — •.n/, 
tribunal  to  which  they  can  appeal  but  you.  As  their  advocate  I  kn..-  v: 
no  fastidious  delicacy,  no  scjueamishness  of  feehng-  that  should  deter  ni\c 
It  is  a  shame  to  speak  even  of  those  things  which  are  done  by  theui  m 
secret;  but  if  I  do  not  mention  them,  how  is  the  secret  to  be  exposw>/l. 
and  how  the  evil  to  be  remedied'  They,  not  I,  must  bear  the  blainc." 
He  then  proceeded  to  detail  numerous  cases  of  atrocious  cruelty  per!^.vs. 
trated  in  the  Mauritius;  and  in  every  instance  mentioned  the  names  ,-,f 
the  witnesses,  several  of  whom  were  commissioned  officers.  We  can  j>^t 
here  give  any  of  these  details,  but  refer  our  readers  to  a  condensed  su.-n- 
raary  of  this  evidence  in  No.  44  of  the  Reporter.  This  sjH^ech,  wh\--h 
occupied  about  two  hours  in  the  delivery,  e.xciled  in  the  audience  a  ^vrv 
strong  abhorrence  of  the  evils  of  Slavery. 

The  meeting  was  subsequently  addressed  bv  the  Rev.  A.  Jenouc  .-vf 
Harringworth,  the  Rev.  J.  Wilson  of  Laxton,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Greei\  nf 
Uppingham,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Wing  of  Cottesmore.  Strong  resoluti^-ffjs 
were  passed,  and  a  petition  agreed  to  "  for  tlie  immediaic  aboliliou  ,^f 
slavery." 

33.  DiKiiVM. 

On  the  same  day,  (Oct.  26,)  a  meeting  w.is  held  at  Durham,  in  «.1x* 
Town  Hall;  the  Mayor,  T.  Chipchase,  Esq.  in  the  chair.  The  sub|c,n 
was  discussed  by  Dr.  Fenwick,  and  Messrs.  Shij)perdson  and  Gran^^vr, 
in  speeches  of  considerable  length  and  great  ability.  The  meuting  \\,^s 
also  addressed  more  briefly  bv  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Gilly,  .Mathcson,  Sti;»t- 
ton,  and  Mr.  Bramwell ;  and  appropriate  resolutions  were  nnanimouxly 
passed. 

34.  Halif.vx. 

On  the  '27lh  of  October,  a  meeting  to  address  the  King  ami  petition  1  '.u- 
liament  was  held  at  Halifax;  the  Rev.  Charles  .Musgrave,  Vicar,  in  tlu« 
chair.  The  business  was  opened  by  an  admirable  address  from  ihc 
Rev.  chairman,  which  concluded  with  the  following  observations, 
"  Difficulties,  I  can  well  conceive,  must  await  tlu-  final  setilemeni  of 
this  question.  But  we  ask  for  no  wrong;  we  ask  for  no  net  of  spub  «- 
tion  m  our  tenderness  for  the  slave.  If  under  the  proteclion  of  exi^llllg 
laws  interests  have  grown  up  which  we  hope  soon  to  se(!  cvpire,  we  mio 
prepared  to  abide  by  such  compensation  as  the  wisdom  cf  parliiiui.-iii 
may  adjudge.  But,  while  we  speak  of  reparation,  let  ns  bear  in  luiml 
ourselves,  and  respectfully  but  urgently  press  it  on  tlic  uMiiembrai.ec  of 
the  legislature,  that  reparation  is  primarily  due  to  the  slave,  (luud  chetrx.) 
— The  slave  we  have  deeply  wronged.  His  wrongs  we  are  bound  (o 
redress.      And  whatever  mav  be  the  difficulties  of  the  task,  we  are  por- 
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suaded  they  admit  of  adjustment — a  reasonable  and  righteous  adjust- 
ment :  indemnity,  as  far  as  such  may  be  due  to  the  master;  and,  at 
all  costs,  debverance  to  the  slave."    (Long  contmucd  applause.) 

The  meeting  was  successively  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Pridie, 
Farrar,  Turner,  and  Lusher ;  and  by  Messrs.  Browne,  Swale,  and  Bald- 
win. Several  of  the  speeches  were  very  impressive ;  but  we  can  only 
admit  the  following  passage  from  the  address  of  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Lusher, 
a  Wesleyan  minister: — "  A  distinction  has  been  made  between  Slavery 
and  the  Slave  Trade,  and  we  have  taken  great  praise  to  ourselves,  as  a 
nation,  that  at  last  the  latter  is  abolished.  But,  sir,  I  hold  with  you, 
that  the  slave  trade  cannot  properly  be  said  to  be  abolished,  while  it 
exists  in  its  present  form  in  the  West  Indies.  Is  not  the  infernal  traffic 
carried  on  there?  Are  not  immortal  beings  still  bought  and  sold  like 
cattle  ?  Look  over  a  West  India  newspaper,  for  instance,  and  mark  the 
advertisements  you  see  there.  Look  at  the  incongruous  mixture  of  hu- 
naan  li|ings  for  sale  with  timber,  catilc,  fish,  and  other  articles.  First 
comes B  cargo  of  cow  hides,  then  tliiee  or  four  or  half  a  dozen  fine, 
healthy,  youns:  niale  negroes.  Next,  |>erliaps,  is  a  tempting  offer  of  a  prime 
lot  of  Canadian  horses  or  pie^s,  and  then  three  or  four  young  female 
negroes,  followed  by  a  lot  of  Nova  Scotia  dried  fish.  What  a  disgrace 
to  the  English  nation  are  advertisements  and  proceedings  like  these  ! 
Well  may  this  vile  system  be  denounced,  fas  it  has  been  this  day,) 
as  unchristian  and  inhuman,  (chrrrs.)  Passing  over  these  points, 
where  is  its  policy  ?  What  national  interests  are  promoted  by  it  ?  It  is  a 
system  opposed  to  all  sound  principles  of  legislation — and  it  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  well-being  of  every  stiiie  by  which  it  is  tolerated.  Do 
our  countrymen,  or  rather  the  colonists  of  our  West  India  islands,  com- 
plain of  their  drooping  commercial  interests  ?  No  wonder  that  they  are 
smitten  with  blasting  and  mildew  in  this  region  of  slavery,  '  which  has 
become  the  dark  habitation  of  horrid  cruelty.'  The  curses  of  millions 
rest  on  those  islands;  and  the  judgments  of  Him  who  is  the  Avenger 
of  oppression,  hang  over  them  like  a  thunder  cloud.  I  have  never 
lived  in  that  land  of  slavery;  but  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  intellectual  capacity  of  the  blacks,  from  a  residence  of 
several  years  in  North  America;  and  I  can  state,  in  confirmation  of  the 
preceding  speakers,  that  '  give  them  liberty,  and  teach  them  religion, 
and  you  make  them  men.'  You  make  them  better  servants  than 
ever  they  were  slaves.  I  speak  experimentally,  {hear,  hear.)  I 
have  had  them  in  the  domestic  relations  of  lite  as  nurses  for  my 
children,  and  in  other  situations,  as  well  as  under  my  pastoral  care ; 
and  I  repeat,  give  them  liberty,  and  you  make  «ay  for  their  moral  and 
intellectual  elevation  ; — give  them  liberty,  lest  just  heaven  should  per- 
mit them  to  redress  their  own  wrongs,  or  the  .\lmighty  Power,  who  has 
said  '  vengeance  is  mine,  and  I  will  repay  it,'  should  undertake  their 
cause. — '  Give  them  liberty  '.'  —  this  cry,  1  trust,  finds  a  responsive  echo  in 
every  heart  in  this  assembly  ; — it  has  become  the  unanimous  voice  of 
the  British  nation  ;  and,  1  trust,  it  will  soon  be  the  rallying  cry  in  the 
British  senate.  — Give  them  liberty  !  let  this  prayer  be  laid  at  the  foot 
of  the  British  throne ;  but  above  all,  let  it  ascend,  in  fervent  aspirations, 
to  the  God  of  Britain,  and  who  shall  dare  to  say  no?"  (Loud  cheering.) 
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33.    Chesterkieli). 

An  Anti-SIavery  meeting  was  lielJ  at  Chestertield,  on  llie  2f(th  of 
October,  and  was  numerously  attended  ;  the  Rev.  T.  Hill  in  the  chair. 
The  Rev.  John  Thorpe,  of  Witrgintou,  who  had  been  invited  to  attend 
the  meeting,  in  order  to  describe  the  present  character  of  slavery  iu 
Jamaica,  '^ave  the  result  of  his  personal  observations,  in  a  detailed  de- 
lineation of  the  practiced  etftcls  of  the  system.  We  have  already  given 
a  summarv  of  his  valuable  testimony  in  No.  71.  .Alter  some  appro- 
priate observations  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mudie  and  Wallace,  and  Messrs, 
Booker  and  Mugglestou,  a  petition  for  ttie  abolition  of  slavery,  which 
the  Mayor  had  already  signed,  was  unununously  adopteil. 

36.    SvLISIiURY. 

On  the  same  day,  (October  28,)  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  Negro  emancipation  was  held  at  Salisbury.  The  Very  Rev. 
the  Dean  presided,  and  opened  the  proceedings  by  an  excellent  address. 
He  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  such  meetings  were  necessary  to 
arouse  public  attention  to  this  most  important  subject.  He  joined  in 
the  feeling  which  was  now  excited  through  the  country,  and  hailed  it  as 
an  omen  of  ultimate  and  complete  success.  He  declared  that  the  vene- 
rable Bishop  of  the  Diocese  was  as  warndy  interested  m  this  question 
now,  as  when,  several  years  ago,  he  stood  forward  as  one  of  the  Hrst  ami 
ablest  writers  against  slavery.  There  were  difficulties  connected  with 
the  subject,  but  not  greater  than  those  connected  with  all  extended 
plans;  the  most  formida'ole  arose  out  of  interest  and  prejudice,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  nMe  and  generous  mind,  to  disentangle  itself 
from  these — labouring  after  a  clear  and  just  view  of  the  subject,  and  de- 
liberating upon  it  with  all  that  seriousness  which  the  dearest  interests  of 
800,000  of  our  fcllow-creatures  and  fellow-subjects  so  justly  demand. 
In  condcmnirg  slavery  he  made  no  charge  against  individuals — he  de- 
nounced the  system  itself,  not  merely  on  theory  but  as  practically  exhi- 
bited— as  founded  on  a  cruel  invasion  of  natural  rights — hostile  to 
humanity,  justice,  and  religion.  The  original  crime  of  men-stealing  was 
perpetuated  in  the  claims  which  West  Indians  made  to  a  property  in 
their  fellow-creatures,  as  mere  chattels;  buying  and  selling,  and  diiving 
and  punishing  men  and  women  also  without  any  control.  He  could 
scarcely  speak  with  any  degr.-e  of  .moderation  on  the  subject.  He  con- 
sidered that  every  one  should  raise  his  voice  against  it,  and  declare  that 
this  power  should  be  continued  no  longer.  No  such  state  as  that  of 
West  Indian  slavery  had  existed  in  any  previous  age  of  the  world,  and 
it  only  existed  now  because  it  was  not  tully  known.  It  was  a  state  op- 
posed to  the  progress  of  Christianity ;  for,  though  through  the  pious 
labours  of  Christian  ministers  of  various  denominations,  not  a  lew  slaves 
had  become  partakers  of  the  Gospel,  this  was  in  spite  of  the  system  of 
slavery,  and  not  at  all  by  its  assistance— since  all  its  etfects  were  to  de- 
gradeand  brutalize  both  blacks  and  whites.  The  subject  had  now  been 
discussed  for  several  years  ;  recommendations  had  been  tried  by  parlia- 
ment, but  they  had  been  scornfully  rejected  by  the  colonial  assemblies.. 
The  question  was,  therefore,  uow  thrown  upon  the  country;  and  he  hadi 
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no  doubt  that  the  government  was  well  disposed  to  act  with  energy, 
provided  it  was  supported  by  the  voice  of  the  country.  He  wo.ild  leave 
the  question  of  compensation  to  the  decision  of  parliament,  when  the 
great  act  of  substaative  justice,  the  enfranchisement  of  the  nei^ro  shall 
have  been  dclermined.  We  were  called  upon  to  do  this  as  a  duty  to 
ourselves,  as  an  example  in  the  eyes  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  to  avert 
those  calamities,  which  we  mav  expect  will  otherwise  follow  us — being 
assured  that  on  nations  as  well  as  on  individuals  the  blessing  of  God 
can  only  rest  where  the  obligations  of  justice  and  religion  are  fulfilled. 
He  hoped  therefore  every  one  would  do  his  diitv  ;  and  if  any  gentleman 
present  sliould  diflfer  in  opinion  from  those  "wlio  would  address  the 
meeting,  he  would  readily  hear  their  opinions,  if  expressed  temperately, 
and  to  the  point. 

The  address  cf  Dean  Pearson  was  follosved  up  and  supported  by  ani- 
mated and  argumentative  speeches  by  the  Kev.  Messrs.  Chatfield, 
Sleigh,  Elliott,  .lohnson.  Good,  Safi'ery^  Simmonds,  Granger,  and  R.id- 
forJ;  and  by  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Baldwin,  and  Phillips.  Appropriate 
resolutions  were  passed  and  a  petition  ao^reed  upon. 

37.     Calne. 

•An  Anti-Slavery  Meeting  was  held  at  ("alne,  on  the  let  of  November. 
The  Rev.  \V.  Money  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  opened  the  business 
by  an  appropriate  address.  He  was  followed  in  a  long  and  eloquent 
speech  by  the  Rev.  C.  Townsend,  Hector  of  the  parish,  a  devoted 
and  indefatigable  friend  of  emancipation.  The  Rev.  W.  Lisle  Bowles, 
a  magistrate  of  the  county  and  a  canon  of  the  church,  and  eminent  also 
as  a  literary  man,  delivered  a  most  impres>ive  address  in  aid  ot  tlie  good 
cause  which  he  had  supported  with  iiis  pen  in  earlv  youth.  The  other 
speakers  at  this  meeting  were  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Duboulay, 
and  Messrs.  Blair  and  Baldwin.  The  two  genth men  last  named  had 
both  been  personal  witnesses  of  the  condition  of  the  Slaves  in  our  colo- 
nies. The  following  are  two  of  the  clauses  of  the  petition  adopted  at 
this  highly  respectable  and  interesting  nKeting  :  — 

"  Tha^  3'our  Petitioners  feel  assured  no  ciicumstances  of  pretended  expediency 
or  of  ])olicy,  can  for  a  moment  justily,  in  liie  si'/iii  of  God  or  man,  tlie  continu- 
ance of  a  state  of  society  like  that  \slneh  <jhtaiiis  in  the  Slave  Colonies  of  the 
British  Empire  ; — a  .stale  of  >u(iety  hi  «hich  Imiiiaii  beings  are  goaded  to  labour, 
under  a  troi.ical  sun,  by  tlie  laslies  of  the  cart-wiiip — in  which  they  are  exposed 
to  dreadful  lacerations  and  cruel  torturts,  at  the  arbitrary  will  of  brutal  drivers 
and  overseers— in  which  die  \er)  woi.n.n  are  subjected  to  indecent  exposure  and 
to  public  scourging — in  which  frnni  the  exeess  of  labour  required  of  them,  the 
great  body  of  the  people  are  virluailv  d''i)rived  of  the  Sahbalh,  vfhelher;is  a  day 
of  rest  from  their  toil,  or  as  one  to  he  devoted  by  tliein  to  the  duties  and  services 
of  Religion; — a  state  of  society,  ui  whuh  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  chil- 
dren, may  be  torn  asunder  for  ever,  vMliionl  an  opluju  on  their  part,  or  a  moment's 
warning;— in  short,  a  state  of  society  so  demoralized,  that  amontrst  Us  victims 
Christian  rites  and  domestic  lies  ar^comparatuely  unknown — in  which  uialnmony 
is  the  exception,  licentiousness  the  rule!  When  your  l*elitioiiers  cuntemplale 
such  a  state  of  society  as  this,  they  cannot  but  ftel  convinced,  that  it  conlaiui 
within  itself  no  renovating  principle — no  elements  of  self-adjustment  or  improve- 
ment— but  OD  the  contrary,  tends  to  corrupt  and  debase  all  who  come  in  contact 
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with  It,  aiid  that  little  hope  can  be  indulged  of  any  salui.ir\  chaii.e^  beiiv^  eHtcted 
by  those  wlm  pariiciiiatc  in  it  and  become  blinded  to  its  tiinrnmits. 

"  Vour  I'eiitioiiers  thertfoie  rebpectlully,  but  most  earnest!)  |irayyuur  honour- 
able House,  without  furthe-  delay,  to  make  such  enattnieiiLs  a>  -hall  at  once  and 
for  ever  put  an  end  to  British  Colonial  Slaver)',  and  therebv  i-rtectually  remove 
the  evils  they  have  enumerated  ;  that  they  may  no  louder  be  partakers  of  a  system 
which  is  a  reproach  to  their  character,  both  as  Britons  profe>sinjr  to  value  free- 
dom, and  as  Christians  professing  to  regard  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  reliijion. 
And  while  your  Petitioners  once  more  decidedly  deprecate  any  further  a[)pro- 
priation  of  the  public  money  to  the  upholding  of  Slavery  as  it  now  exists,  either 
directly  or  indirectlv.  by  means  of  drawbacks,  bounties,  or  protecting  duties; 
vet,  after  the  desirable  changes  sliall  have  taken  place,  they  declare  iheir  readi- 
ness cheerfully  to  contribute  their  share  to  make  good  all  tosses  necessarily 
consequent  upon  such  changes,  that  may  be  sustained  by  individuals  according 
to  any  arningement  that  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  seem  equitable  and 
just." 

38.     Watford. 

On  the  same  day  (Nov.  1st),  a  very  numerous  public  meeting  was 
held  at  Watford,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  Pailiament  for  the 
abolition  of  Slavery  ;  the  Hon.  Granville  Rvder  in  the  chair.  Among 
the  individuals  who  addressed  the  meeting  were,  Dr.  Lushington,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Pell,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Rosdew,  Rector,  and  Blackmore,  Curate 
of  Bushv, — the  Rev.  John  Edwards,  of  Watford,  Josiah  Conder,  Esq.* 
—  Chambers,  Esq.  of  Harrow  Weald,  and  other  gentlemen  from  the  im- 
mediate vicinity.  The  speech  of  Dr.  Lushington  was  powerfully  im- 
pressive ;    and  the  interest  e.\cited  was  unexampled  in  that  town. 

3'J.     Lincoln. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  a  numerous  and  most  respectable  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Guildhall,  Lincoln,  to  petition  for  the  abolition  of 
Slavery.  'I'he  Mavor,  Thomas  Winn,  Esq.  presided;  and  the  meeting 
was  successively  addressed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  .Melville,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wavland,  of  Bassingham.  the  Rev.  Messrs.  .Milner,  Philp,  Crapps, 
Clego",  Alderman  Fowler,  and  Messrs.  Cropper  and  Thorold. 

On  the  same  evening,  another  Meeting  was  held  for  establishing  an 
Anti-Slavery  Society  in  Lincoln,  at  which  several  of  the  clergy  of  the 
establishment  and  the  principal  dissenting  ministers  attended  and  took 
an  active  part. 

40.       BUK.HTOV. 

On  the  Hith  of  November,  a  public  Meeting  was  held  at  Brighton, 
in  order  to  petition  the  legislature  for  "  the  early  and  entire  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  in  our  Colonies,"  and  also  for  forming  an  Anti- 
Slavery  .Society  and  a  Ladies'  Anti-Slavery  Association.  S.  F.  Milford, 
Esq.  was  called  t*^  the  chair;  and  the  meeting  was  addiessed  at 
considerable  length  and  with  much  intelligence  by  that  gentleman,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Blom.-held,  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Goulty,  Rev.  Mr.  Geaden ; 
and  by  Messrs.  Glaisyer,  Young,  Wigyey,  Bass,  and  Mr.  F.  Marten, 


•  Editor  of  the  *  Kclectic  Review,'  and  •  The  Modem  Traveller;'  in  both 
which  highly  resi)ecUible  works  Mr.  Conder  has  ably  and  unweariedly  advocated 
'he  cau^  of  Negro  Emincipation. 


M'. ituiy  at  Bury^Mr.  PhiUtps.  ^^ 

of  Lewes.       Sir    7>.oriias    Blomefieid  and  Mr.  Milford    were    elected 
Vice-Presidents  of  t'-.r  new  Ami-Slavery  Societv 

41.  BruY  St.  Edmpkds. 

On  the  19th  of  .Vvveniber,  an  Anti-Slavery  meeting  wa«  held  in  the 
Guildhall,  Bury  ;  "iIk;  most  numerous  public  meeting,"  says  the  '  Bury 
and  Norwich  Post,'  "  which  has  taken  place  in  this  town  for  many 
years."  The  interest  was  not  a  little  enhanced  by  local  excitement,  oc- 
casioned by  the  piibbf;dtioM,  a  few  days  previously,  of  a  scurrilous  pam- 
phlet, libelloiisly  a«»;iilir)[r  the  characters  of  the  chief  persons  who  were 
expected  to  advoc^f-  at  this  meeting  the  cause  of  Negro  emancipation, 
and  more  especially  those  of  the  Rev.  J.  Orton,  Wesleyan  missionary, 
and  Mr.  .Joseph  J'bi)lrf(S,  of  Antio:ua,  who  had  been  invited  to  assist  iii 
the  discussion  of  ffi«:  i-ubjecr.  This  pamphlet  was  understood  (and  has 
been  ^'^nce  ii vowed;  lo  be  the  production  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Greene,  a 
well-known  pro-sliviy  champion  in  that  place.  The  writer  did  not, 
however,  apr^'-ar  in  p»;rson,  but  sent  his  friend,  Mr.  George  Saintsbury, 
another  zealous  conl/oversiaiist  of  the^same  party,  to  defend  the  cause 
of  the  We--*  India  planters. 

The  pro<-.er"Jui<.'s  co/mnenced  by  an  address  from  the  chairman,  Mr. 
R.  Dalton,  Vrho  animadverted  with  just  severity  on  the  vile  spirit  and 
slanderous  insinuations  of  tlie  West  India  pamplilet.  He  was  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Jeiila,  the  latter  of  whom  strongly 
advocated  measures  for  immediate  emaiicipaiion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Phillips,  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  detailed  the 
circumstances  of  hit  own  pt-rsecution  in  Antij:ua,  and  save  his  testimony 
against  the  evils  of  sliiv<'ry.  lie  remarked  that  he  appeared  as  a  speaker 
at  thai  meeting  iindi'r  pi  cuiiar  feelings,  as  it  was  in  consequence  cf 
a  controversy  betwci  n  Mr.  Clarkson  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  place, 
(Mr.  Greene,)  thai  he  had  sufTered  imprisonment  for  375  days,  and  ruin, 
• — not  onlv  imniediad'  ruin,  but,  as  far  as  his  enemies  could  effect  it, 
prospective  ruin,  by  'he  blackening  of  his  character,  and  by  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  his  getting  a  mouthful  of  bread  to  support  his  starving 
wife  and  children.  Tfioy  had  resolved  to  crush  him  because  he  advo- 
cated the  cause  oi'  lht\uiifortiinate  beings  whose  sufferings  he  had  wit- 
nessed durin"-  a  residence  of  twenty-seven  years  in  the  West  Indies.  In 
conseriiicnce  of  the  sii<l(len  dc.ilh  of  a  Moravian  missionary,  who  was 
secretary  to  a  socicly  established  in  England  for  relieving  the  deserted 
and  diseased  slaves  of  Antigua,' he  had__  filled  the  office  for  four  years 
without  fee  or  reward.  The  society  had  existed  twenty-four  years,  and 
in  that  time,  as  was  shewn  in  a  memorial  to  the  Governor  and  Sir  G. 
Murray,  it  had  expended  2.000/.  in  relieving  destitute  and  diseased 
slaves,  deserted  by  tlieir  masters.  The  negroes  were  subject  to  a  loath- 
some disease  called  the  black  scurvy,  and,  when  attacked,  were  often 
cast  out  and  allowed  to  beg  aboat  the  streets.  He  had  often  been  called 
upon  as  a  jury-man  to  sit  upon  inquests  on  their  bodies.  The  Rev.  R, 
Holberton  had  established  a  society  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  daily  meal 
lo  those  poor  creatures;  and  when  he  (Mr.  P.)  left  the  island,  there  were 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  of  them  on  the  list,  sixty  of  whom  were  des- 
titute, diseased,  and  deserted  slaves,  and  these  belonged  to  only  one  [>art 
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of  the  island.  When  brought  tjtfore  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Mr.  I^e,  one  of  the  members,  asked  whv  he  would  not  jjive  up  his  pa- 
pers;  to  which  he  answered  that  he  thought  the  committee  had  no  right 
to  demand  them.  Before  Sir  G.  Murray's  answer  upon  the  case  arrived,  it 
was  imimated  that  he  would  be  discharged  if  he  would  apologize  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  ;  but  he  refused  to  botrav  his  tru>t,  or  to  give  en- 
couragement to  such  inquisitorial  proceedings.  The  demand  was  tjra- 
dually  reduced  to  the  smallest  description  of  apology.  .\  Mr.  Scotland 
was  requested  to  speak  to  him;  but  he  spurned  the  idea.  At  last 
they  got  a  person  to  inform  his  wife  that  a  mere  note  would  satisfy 
thein ;  but  his  answer  was,  that  if  a  piece  of  waste  paper  would  satisfy 
them  he  would  not  give  it  as  an  apology;  and  iio  was  sure  there 
was  not  an  Eiiijlishman  in  the  room  who  would  not  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  As  his  character  had  been  aspersed  bv  an  inhabitant  of 
•  his  town,  he  would  request  the  chairman  to  read  a  few  testimonials. 
[These  were  accordingly  handed  to  the  chair,  and  read  to  the  meeting. 
The  first,  which  was  signed  by  some  of  those  very  nien  who  had  com- 
mitted him  to  prison,  declared  his  ciiaracter  to  be  upright  and  unim- 
peachable. The  next,  signed  bv  two  Members  of  the  Assembly  and 
the  Collector  of  the  Customs,  was  dattd  .\pril,  1S30,  and  described 
him  as  a  pious,  honest,  and  industrious  man,  who,  they  were  con- 
vinced, had  been  wickedly  and  unjustly  slandered.  A  third  was  from 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  the  same  date,  and  bore  testimony  to  his  strict 
probity,  conscientious  feelings,  and  lowliness  of  character.  A  fourth  was 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newby,  a  Moravian  missionary.]  .\fier  these  testimo- 
nials he  wuuld  leave  his  cause  in  the  hands  of  the  meeting.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  observe  that  there  was  no  ert'ective  law  which  provided  su[)port 
for  decayed  slaves  in  Antigua,  the  ameliorating  law,  which  was  so  much 
boasted  of.Tieing  a  mere  dead  letter.  The  law  provided  that  whereas 
slaves  having  no  owners,  or  none  to  be  discovered,  often  became  inca- 
pable and  disabled,  the  vestry  might  su[)ply  their  wants  at  the  public 
charge.  But  Mr.  Newby  had  declared  before  the  committee  that  he 
never  knew  there  was  such  a  law,  and  ihe  whole  sum  disbursed  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  island  on  this  account  did  not  exceed  luO/.  in  twenty- 
five  years,  whilst  the  society  to  which  he  belonged  had  t  \pended  "2500/., 
every  farthing  of  which  was  accounted  for,  with  the  name  of  every  in- 
dividual to  wliom  it  had  been  paid.  The  law  was  intended  to  blind 
the  Government  and  people  of  this  country,  and  was  of  no  more  force 
than  waste  paper.  There  was  an  oath  which  ought  to  be  tnken  by 
managers  and  proprietors  of  plantations,  that  they  had  duly  distributed 
the  full  ratio  of  provisions,  but  in  twenty-seven  years  he  bad  never 
known  a  single  instance  of  its  being  taken.  He  had  lived  on  a  planta- 
tion where  it  was  the  common  practice  of  a  manager  to  Hog,  and 
otherwise  brutally  iTial treat  women  advanced  in  pregnancy,  to  chain 
negroes  together,  and  in  some  instances  to  attach  oiiib.  weights  to 
their  feet.  One  of  the  negroes  who  had  been  sent  to  the  chained  gangs 
for  some  offence,  had  declared  he  would  rather  remain  in  jail  all  his 
life  than  return  to  his  plantation.  He  knew  some  estates  where  the 
slaves  were  better  treated,  but  in  others  they  wer«'  Htill  worse.  -Mr. 
Phillips  then   mentioned   the   case  of  seventeen   slaves  who  ran  away 
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from  Sir  Christopher  Codrington's  estate,  owing  to  a  new  attorney  having 
been  appointed  ;  and  who  were  sentenced,  some  to  three,  and  some  to  one 
month's  imprisonment,  and  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  at  two  different 
periods.  He  had  interceded  in  their  behalf,  being  a  rdlow-sufterer  in  the 
same  prison,  but  to  no  purpose.  Some  time  after  the  manager  was  bound 
over  for  cruelty  to  a  negro.  He  (Mr.  Phillips)  was  in  the  Court-house 
■when  a  person  (whom  he  named)  was  brought  up  for  trial  under  a  charge 
of  cruelly  flogging  a  slave,  in  consequence  of  which  he  died;  but  there 
being  no  white  or  free  witnesses  against  him,  the  murderer  escaped  with 
impunity:  if  500  slaves  had  seen  it  they  would  not  have  been  al- 
lowed to  give  evidence.  Such  is  the  law  up  to  the  present  moment  in 
Antigua.  After  mentioning  the  case  of  a  man  committed  for  Jive  years, 
without  warrant,  who  was  released  at  his  intercession,  Mr.  Phillips 
concluded  by  assuring  the  company  that  West  India  slavery  was  the  same 
now  as  it  ever  had  been, 

Mr.  G.  Saintsbury  requested  to  be  heard  in  reply  to  Mr.  Phillips, 
which  was  unanimously  accorded  to  him.  He  maintained  that  slave 
evidence  was  by  no  means  so  generally  excluded  as  had  been  repre- 
sented ;  that  the  Barbadoes  law  of  1829,  admitted  the  evidence  of  slaves 
against  whites  in  all  cases  of  murder,  assault,  &c.  requiring  only  a  cer- 
tificate  of  baptism  ;  and,  even  in  England,  no  person  was  allowed  to  give 
evidence  who  was  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  an  oath.  As  for 
the  detail  of  cruelties  that  had  been  given,  in  every  instance  the  offence 
had  been  followed  by  a  penalty  ;  and  what  more  could  be  expected  in 
this  country.  If  a  case  could  be  adduced  in  which  the  offender  escaped 
with  impunity,  he  would  be  the  first  to  hold  up  his  hand  against  the 
system.*  He  admitted  there  were  cases  in  which  he  should  be  grieved 
if  friends  of  his  were  concerned ;  but  as  reference  was  often  made  to  the 
Jamaica  papers,  he  would  read  from  the  Courant  of  last  September  an 
advertisement  which  he  hoped  would  go  a  liltle  way  in  answer  to  the 
charge  t  that  slaves  were  allowed  to  perish  in  the  streets  of  disease.  He 
then  read  an  advertisement  of  a  "  Negro  Hospital  for  Curable  Diseases," 
which  assured  proprietors  that  the  greatest  attention  would  be  paid  to 
the  negroes  who  might  be  placed  in  it.  To  shew  that  the  practice  of 
branding  ihe  slaves  was  not  allowed,  Mr.  S.  cited  the  case  of  a  person 
.tried  in  1818,  for  branding  his  slave  Amey  in  five  places,  who  was  sen- 
tenced to  six  months'  imprisonment;  the  Judge  commented  on  his  bc.r- 
barity  in  the  strongt  st  terms,  and  Amey  was  declared  free. J    In  another 

"  What  does  Rlr.  Saintsbury  say  to  the  casts  referred  to*by  Mr.  Phillips— 
to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges  and  his  slave  Kitty  Hylton,  and  to  many 
other  recent  ones  detailed  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter? 

t  The  charge  was  made  in  reference  to  Antigua,  and  the  facts  detailed  by  Mr. 
Phillips.     But  as  regards  Jamaica,  also,  see  Mr.  Orion's  statement,  p.  74. 

\  In  this  ven.-  case  tlie  culprit,  Joseph  Boyden,  was  indicted  not  simply 
for  branding,  which  is  no  legal  offence  in  Jamaica,  but  for  "a-uellj/,  muliciousli/ 
and  wantonly  7nntt>  eating,  hy /logging,  and  marking  in  five  different  parts  of  hei 
body  with  the  initials  of  his  name  and  of  his  estate,  a  Sambo  slave  named  Amey." 
But  Mr.  De  la  Beche,  himself  a  Jamaica  planter,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
refers  to  this  ffagrant  act  of  cruelty  in  his  late  publication.  Notes  on  Jamaica, 
adnuts  the  prevalence  of  branding,  at  a  very  recent  period.  Three  slaves  on  his 
own  estate  were  branded  mlB'22  or  1823^  and  the  overseer  by  whose  directions 
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CM*;,  of  assault,  Ihe  owner  was  lined  100/.  and  10/.  a-yeur  ordered  lo  be 
paid  to  the  slave,  who  was  declared  free.  No  doubt  there  was  cruelty 
iQ  the  Wtst  Indies,  and  where  was  there  not  ?  but  it  was  competent  to 
any  indivwlual  to  t;ive  information  to  the  proper  authorities;  there  was 
law  to  punish  the  offender,  and  if  found  s^uilty  he  would  be  punished. 
He  declared  trum  the  bottom  of  his  soul  that  he  was  not  the  advocate 
of  slavery.  There  was  not  an  individual  present  who  would  rejoice  at 
its  alxtlition  more  cordially  than  himself.  If  it  were  proposed  to  him  to 
erect  a  state  of  slavery  at  the  present  dav,  he  trusted  ihev  would  believe 
that  no  one  would  receive  the  proposition  with  greater  iiidiy;nalion  than 
himself.  But  when  he  was  called  upon  to  alter  a  stale  of  society  which 
had  existed  for  centuries,  he  must  be  allowed  to  point  out  the  difticultv 
of  accomplishiii'jj;  the  task. 

Mr.  Orton  requested  Mr.  Saintsbury  to  read  the  name  affixed  to  the 
advertisement  of  the  .Negro  Hospital ;  which  beina:  done,  Mr.  Orton 
observed,  that  the  j^^entleman  named  was  in  immediate  c-onnexion  with  the 
W  esleyan  Society,  and  the  establishment  was  an  act  of  almost  indivi- 
dual charity.  Mr.  Saintsbury  replied  that  he  supposed  the  party  did 
not  insert  the  advertisement  without  reason  to  expect  it  would  bring 
patients.  Mr.  Orton  said  the  advertisement  had  a[)[x;ared  100  limes, 
and  its  object  was  to  induce  proprietors  to  send  the  negroes  to  a  place 
where  lliey  would  be  treated  with  care  at  a  low  charge.  It  was  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  estates.  He  also  stated  that  the  slaves  were 
actually  branded;   he  had  t'rc(juently  seen  them  brande<l  with  a  hot  iron. 

The  Meeting  was  •subsequeiiily  addressed  by  Kfv  .Messrs.  lilven. 
Freeman,  Orton,  Jones;  and  Messrs.  Alexander,  lievan,  Hall,  and 
Bay  ley. 

Altliough  we  have  already  given  in  Reporter,  No.  69,  a  summary  of 
Mr.  Orion's  evidence  on  West  India  Slavery,  yet  as  the  facts  adduced 
by  him  on  the  prea''nt  occasion  were  either  new,  or  not  before  so  spe- 
ciKcally  stated,  being  specially  called  forth  to  meet  the  assertion* 
recently  promulgated  by  the  pro-slavery  advocates,  respecting  ihe  fa- 
vourable condition  of  the  slaves;  and  as  we  consider  Mr.  Orion's 
testimony,  for  the  reasons  formerly  mentioned,  (.See  No.  69,  p.  442.) 
to  be  particularly  valuable  and  Irust-worthy,  we  make  no  apolotry  lor 
inserting  the  substance  of  his  speech  at  the  Bury  meeting. — It  had,  he 
said,  been  remarked  bv  the  Chairman,  that  loo  much  stress  was  laid  by 
some  speakers  upon  particular  acts  of  cruelty.  He  did  not  insist  upon 
such  acts,  except  as  evidence  of  the  fruits  of  the  system ;  but  ■s>un>*\ 
upon  the  higher  ground  that  slavery  was  radically  and  thoroughly  bad 
iu  its  basis.       He  had  often  conversed  with  planters  and'  slave  owners 

it  had  been  done,  could  not,  it  appears,  be  brought  to  puiiislmient.  The  fact  u, 
there  is  no  law  against  this  abominable  practice,  though  it  may  be  punished,  as  that 
or  any  other  act  may  be,  when  it  is  accompanied  by  such  circum-^taiices  of  enormity 
as  a  jury  of  slave-holders  may  rpfjard  and  punish  as  "  cnu'l,  wanton  and  mali- 
cious maUreatment."  Branding  is  commonly  performed  by  uMug  a  silver  brand 
healed  with  burninu;  spirits  ;  and  m  tins  mode  ii  may  le^'ally  1)6  inflicted  by  any 
ruffian  on  any  man,  woman,  or  child,  placed  under  his  authority  ;  and  "  brutal 
Lh:iraciers,"  as  .Mr.  de  la  Beche  rL-maiks,  "  when  po^.essed  of  power  will  abuse 
It."  The  Jamaica  Newspapers  prove  that  branding  is  "'till  <  ommon.  See  Negro 
Slavery  Tracts,  No.  xv.  168,  I J9.     See  also  Reporter,  Vol.  i.  p    254. 
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(amongst  whom  he  knew  many  kind  and   humane  men)   and  he   had 
never  found  one  so  unreasonable  as  to  attempt  to  defend  that  abomina- 
ble system  which  deprived  a  man  of  the  greatest   blessings   conferred 
upon  him  by  his  Maker. — The  natural  rights  of  liberty,  property,  and 
hfe,  were  inalienable  so  long  as  men  acted  in  conformity  with  law  and 
justice ;  but  his  eyes  had  beheld  men  sold  in  the  market ;  he  had  seen 
human  life  (and  he  challenged  any  man  lo  refute  him)  made  a  monstrous 
and  murderous  sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  avarice  and  cruelty ;  and  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  creatures  cried  aloud  to  heaven  for  redress.     Absolute 
power  over  a  fellow  creature  would  always  degenerate  into  cruelty-     It 
was  vain  lo  seek  for  what  were  called  ameliorating  laws  from  the  legis- 
lative assemblies  :  he  had  seen  too  many  instances  where   such  laws 
had  proved  mere  dead  letters,  and  those  who  ought  to  be  the  guardians 
of  the  slaves  had  been  the  very  persons  by  whom  they  had  been  most 
cruelly  treated.     He  should  tire  the  meeting  were  he  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  those  cruelties,  and  he  did  not  mean   to  employ  them  as  a 
principal  part  of  his  argument,  but  as  so  many  exemplifications  of  the 
enormity  of  the  system,  and  as  a  reason  for  urging  at  least  its  early  and 
entire  abolition.     He  would  first  take  it  as  a  whole,  as  a  system  of  hard 
labour.     The  toil  of  the  slave  was  not  so  excessive  for  its  violent  exer- 
tion, as  in  point  of  constancy  and  rapidity  of  motion.     A  gang  of  from 
thirty  to  fifty  men  were  placed  together,  some  not  so  strong  as  others, 
though  he  admitted  they  were  generally  selected,  as  nearly  as  they  could 
be,  of  equal  strencih;  but  manv  were  often  weak  or  diseased.  These  slaves 
were  placed  in  a  line  in  the  field,  with  drivers   at  equal   distances,  and 
were   oblifred  to  maintain  that   line  throughout  the  dav,  so  that  those 
who  were  not  quite  so  strong  as  the  others  were  literally  flagged  up  by 
the  drivers  ;   and  this  in  a  rapid  and  constant  motion  ; — rapidity  was 
its  characteristic.      In  carrying   manure   the  practice   was   the   same. 
With  regard  to  the  time  they  were  employed,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
make  a  correct  calculation,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  allowed  that  his 
statement  was  within  the  mark.     He  had  taken  great  pains  in  observing 
the   lime    when   the  negroes   were  called   out   in  the  morning,  and  the 
time  when  they  lefl  the  field,  and  he  believed  they  worked  fifteen  or 
sixteen    hours   on    the    average   every  day  of  the  year.     During  crop- 
lime,  which  lasted  about  half  the  year,  from   the  time  that  they  were 
called  out,  (usually  bv  the  crack  of  the  whip,)  till   they  lefl  work,  was 
at   least   eighteen  hours.     This  he    stated  without   fear   of  refutation. 
During  the  other  part  of  the  year  the  average  was  at  least  thirteen  or 
fourteen  hours.     He  maintained  that  this  was  cruelty   and   excessive 
labour,  in  a  burning  climate,  where  they  well  knew  that  such  constant 
exertion  was  not  necessary  fur  subsistence.     To  obtain  snch  a  quantity 
of  labour  coercion  was  indispensable,  and  the  driver  accordingly  was 
always  armed  with    a   whip.     It  had  been    said  that  the  whip  was  a 
mere  symbol  of  office,  but  this  was  arrant  trifling.     The   missionaries 
had  stood  bv,  almost  boiling  over  with  indignation,  whilst  the  driver  was 
summarily  punishing  and  lacerating  the  bodies  of  his   fellow  negroes, 
without  any  other  whites  than  themselves  to  witness  it.      And  this  was 
in    addition  to   the    numerous  punishments   for   petty  offences   at  tlie 
close  of  the  dav.      Even   this    might  be    more    tolerable   if  the  slave 
were  remunerated  for  his  toil,    but   not  only  uas  he  not  well  provided 
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for  Imii  i*«  "■*  obliged  to  make  the  grcalcsl  SKcntices  tor  liis  bare 
tubnilcnrr.  He  tdmittt-d  that  lweiity-.*ix  i.ays  in  a  year  were  allnwed 
for  the  cuilJv  ation  of  tlicir  pruvihion  ijiuiiiids.  In  tlie  l.-tward  inlands,  he 
knc»»,  the  ut-^roc-i  were  partly  ltd  frcjni  iheir  masters'  stores,  but  il  wax 
not  so  at  Jamaica,  except  duruif:^  crop,  wlien  they  had  not  time  to  '40  to 
their  provision  grounds.  At  other  times  they  liad  to  ^^o  to  a  pjrtion 
of  mouotainous  ground,  of  no  value  lor  the  cultivation  of  the  cane, 
from  tive  10  fifteen  miles,  and  in  one  instance  that  he  iiad  known, 
twenty  miles  distant.  They  were  often  so  tired  and  dispirited,  that 
thev  would  not  go,  and  were  Hog^ged  to  their  own  grounds  by  the 
driver;  their  grounds  were  often  robbed  or  overrun  with  weeds;  and 
he  had  known  them  to  travel  thirty  miles,  with  a  heavy  load,  on  the 
Sunday,  to  sell  the  produce  at  a  low  rate  in  order  to  obtain  the  little 
comforts  they  required.  It  was  said  that  the  planters  supplied  their 
wants  when  sick,  and  it  would  be  bad  policy  indeed  if  the  same  atten- 
tion were  nut  paid  to  them  which  any  one  present  would  pay  to  his 
horse  if  he  were  ill,  but  the  negroes  would  otten  complain  for  some 
time  before  they  were  admitted  to  the  hospital,  or  hot-house,  and  that, 
frequently,  after  being  punished,  as  idle,  for  complaining.  The  hospi- 
tal was  almost  invariably  the  prison  of  tiie  estate  ;  they  were  generally 
put  into  the  stocks  and  allowed  to  he  on  an  inclined  hoarding,  to  pre- 
vent their  taking  too  much  exercise,  he  had  been  lold  ;  but  the  impres- 
sion had  always  been  made  upon  him,  and  upon  the  negroes  also,  that 
they  were  thus  treated  to  make  the  hot-house  as  undesirable  as  possible. 
In  the  negroes'  huts  he  had  witnessed  scenes  of  distress  almost  bevond 
conception.  He  had  found  old  negroes  in  houses  nearly  falling  over* 
their  heads,  and  their  bodies  almost  eaten  up  by  disease  ;  and  when  he 
had  inquired  if  their  masters  did  not  supply  their  wants,  the  answer  was 
— "  No,  Massa,  me  done  up;  me  ask  for  salt,  me  ask  for  salt,  but  massa 
never  give  salt;" — (their  disease  is  usually  scorbutic)  •'  me  have  no- 
thing but  what  piccaninny  bring  to  me."  In  the  streets  of  Jamaica  it 
was  common  to  see  old  negroes  begging,  whose  masters  had  had  the 
benefit  of  their  youth  and  strength. — .Another  instance  of  the  nature  of 
the  system  was  the  intolerable  act  of  religious  persecution  by  which 
the  slaves  were  deprived  of  those  blessings  which  alone  could  render 
their  condition  supportable.  The  negro  in  general  was  quiet,  cowed, 
and  dispirited  by  oppression  :  why  then  should  he  be  restrained  in  his 
religious  principles  '.  But  they  all  knew  that  the  .Missionaries  had  been 
persecuted  to  martyrdom,  and  Christianity  had  been  compared  to  a 
cankerworm  which  would  eat  out  the  fruits  of  slavery.  Tiie  .Mission- 
aries had  been  charged  with  seducing  the  negroes  into  dangerous  no- 
lions  of  the  rights  of  men,  and  with  being  disturbers  of  the  peace,  but 
the  charge  had  l)een  honourably  disnroved  in  the  Courts  (jf  Law,  and 
had  fallen  with  double  vengeance  on  the  heads  of  their  accusers.  His 
brother  Grimsdall,  whose  memory  would  ever  be  dear  to  him,  had, 
however,  sunk  a  victim  to  this  persecution.  He  (Mr.  Orton)  was  im- 
prisoned m  a  gaol  which  had  been  pronounced  untit  for  negroes  some 
years  before,  and  the  Marshall  at  his  own  risk  had  released  him  on 
his  parole  at  the  end  of  eleven  days,  from  the  fear  that  his  life  would 
he  in  danger.  He  applied  for  a  habeas  corpus,  and  was  removed  to 
Kingston,  where  the  CIncf  Justice  immediately  said  he  wa«  extremely 
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J  ,  ,;^  < iuj  been  placed  in  such  a  situation,  and  ordered  him  to 
v!^^V\  ^^  iK'*'  '  *"^  ^^^  Magistrate  who  committed  him  was  struck  oil' 
,  '  '  \;  )*»*i«'/»ti-  Upon  this  the  actions  which  had  been  commenced 
^  '^'  .  ,  ?;></.  *^ut  the  proceedings  had  cost  the  Missionary  Society 
^^"'J^'^''^,j^  '^'^'  ^^  ^'^'  Grirasdall  was  similar  to  his  own,  and  the 
*  I  ■  |i4  ia'^'ti',  been  the  same  if  he  had  lived.  Many  of  llie  negroes 
f^""  rj'  </,tMh'  punished  for  attending  the  worship  of  God,  and  on 
hart  DOf'^  ^  ,^^  jjj^^  Magistrates  had  been  sent  to  the  workhouse,  and 
complrtii'  y,^.^^\n  and  coming  out,  as  disaffected.  Whilst  confined 
nogffr(  ■'  ^^  .^^  ^gj  witnessed  barbarities  bevond  description,  in  the 
*"  II*  r  '■*'-^,  which  it  overlooked.  The  Governor  of  tlie  House  of 
workluMV  ^yyyj  over  and  watched  with  the  greatest  indifference  the 
Convcti.  ^  y  j^^^^  negroes.  Night  and  day  the  crack  of  the  whip  was 
cuUuij:  v^»  _j^^,/j.  During  the  ten  days  of  his  confinement  he  (Mr.O.) 
constaiv  »^^  ^i*-/;!.  Dne  poor  woman  he  saw  laidon  her  stomach,  with  two 
scaicph^  ^  ^  1^^,^  arms,  and  a  third  her  head,  whilst  another  herculean 
men  no,'  \^^^,fif^  her  naked  body.  Such  occurrences  as  these  ought 
tellow  V  ^  ^j  ft^-int-nx^  and  called  upon  them  to  use  every  lawful  means 
to  cno"'  ^  ^.,  ^•^^(.^  yg^y  speedy  and  utter  abolition  of  slavery.  After 
*°u ''*'?'/;•''''  >^^^^''-''  '••  ^^'0"'d  be  preposterous  to  compare  the  condition 
what  \w^      _^  ^^,jj  jj^^j  qC  ,_j^g  peasantry  of  this  country.     He  admitted 

\  y.'r';  wlII  treated,  but  was  this  a  reason  for  suffering  the 
tliat  !\  ^  1^^  remain  in  their  present  condition?  In  the  last  few 
vast  r^7  _^j  fravelled  through  this  kingdom,  and  he  lamented  to  see 
month*  ^^j  j^^^.  £ngiigh  poor.  But  any  attempt  to  compare  the  worst 
thodis;  ^^  ^  j/<  asantry  with  the  worst  treated  slaves,  must  be  grounded 
treatc*.  ^</>found  ignorance  or  incurable  prejudice.  Admitting  how- 
€itn«n  \'»  ^^  ^^j^^,  of  argument)  that  their  sufferings  were  equally  great,  was 
ever,!,!'  ^^^^  k/eeping  our  fellow  creatures  in  bondage — for  refusing  to 
It  a  ro  -  ,^^.).^,,.  for  tiie  relief  of  distress  at  a  distance,  because  there 
1  •"^  *»'  liome  ?  Ought  we  not  ratiier  to  believe  that  Provi- 
was  d\>  y^.j^^/;  power  the  affairs  of  all  nations  were  regulated  had 
denof.  ^  ^^^^  <iji4tress  in  our  own  country,  as  a  just  judgment  for  our 
^j"i"'  ■  ''"  *'''*''  oppression  of  the  negroes  ?  And  might  not  our 
inairli ;  ^  ^^ji  ,^g — "  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother,  in 
conscit  ^^  jj^^  atiguish  of  his  soul,  when  he  besought  us  and  we  would 
that  wv  ~  - ,, 
not  h<   >  


I.-, I  \U*   present  we  must  stop,  although  a  large  number  of  Anti- 
'       ,  (iMii/*  Still  remain  to  be  noticed.     To  these  we  shall  endea- 
Slave»>      ^^^j  ^^^  an  early  number, 
vour  t.'  '  

II. — Axti-Slavery  Petitions. 
)\iv  1 7th  of  November  to  December  23d,  inclusive,  eleven 
,  ,  *  ^  ./u'i  lw«;nty-five  petitions  for  the  early  and  entire  abolition  of 
hunan  .  ..j^jy,.,.y  were  presented  to  the  House'of  Commons.  From  the 
^  ^^'^'  . )!)« lit  of  the  session  to  the  Christmas  recess,  the  whole  number 
comnii  ^  ^  ^^  ihree  thousand,  two  hundred  and  fourteen.  A  very  large 
P^^^.'^  i  f/iiiiiber,  it  is  beheved,  will  still  be  presented  before  the  discus- 
^"^^'"'   ,     ,|H( ulion,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  given  by  Mr.  Buxton,  for 

the  l«i 


Dontiliunt  and  Remittances 


\\\. — Dijn.vtions   am>   Rr.Mi  rr  vnces, 
In    aid  nf  the    Funds  of  the  A nti- Slavery   Society,  from 


Eciinhurgh  .^.ssuciat^OI^  ... 

Hull  Association  ... 

Mr.  Henry  Tvlor       -  -  .  - 

Mr.  H.  .M'l'arlane,  Paisley 

G.  \V.  Alexander,  Esq.         .  .  - 

Melksliam  Association     -  -  - 

J.  V.  Dwij,  Esq   Tredegar  Works 

Mr.  J.  Koss,  Cli.itteris 

Riciiard  Poole,  Ksq.  (Jrny's  Inn  Square 

Rev.  .Mr.  Dunant,  Poole 

Mr.  VV.  Bums,  {'oole 

Mr.  Richard  Pumey 

Southwark  Ladies'  Association 

Mr.  Bowley,  Gloucester 

Checkley,  Croxdon,  and  Alveton,  Staffordshire 

Truro  Association  -  .  _  _ 

Youghal  Association  ... 

North  East  London  Ladies'  Association,  by  Mrs. 

Cork  As.sociation  .  .  . 

W.  B.  Hudson,  Esq.      - 

Marirate  Association  ... 

Richardson  Purvis,  Esq.  Sunbury 

Mrs.  Purvis,  ditto  ... 

AHss  Jane  Purvis,  ditto 

Miss  Elizabeth  Purvis,  ditto 

Miss  Prances  Purvis,  ditto 

Buckingham  A.^sociation     .  -  - 

C'olebrookdale  Association 

Lewes  .'Sussex)  Association 

.Salisbury  Ladies'  Association 

.Mr.  E.  Suter  _  .  -  . 

Miss  Buttrel,  of  Bellevue,  by  Miss  Prideaux 

Rochester  Ladies'  Association 

Rev.  W.  B.  Hayne         -  -  -  - 

Banbury  Association  ... 

Darliuulon  Association 

Ditto  ditto 

Liverpool  Ladies'  Association 

.L  AL  Strachan,  Esq.  Teddin^n    - 

J.  Harford,  Esq.  Bristol  ... 

Bath  Association  ... 

Southampton  Association  ... 

York  Ladies'  Association 

Anonymous  from  Banbury       ... 

Mr.  Jabez  Stuterd,  ditto 

Southwark  Ladies'  Association 

Beverley  Ladies'  Association 

Ditto  ditto 
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•  This  list  does  not  contain  the  Subscriptions  recently  paid  to  tlie  Society's 
Collector — which  will,  however,  be  entered  as  usual  in  the  annual  list  of  Sub- 
"tcripuons. 


Laodon  :  S.  Baiitrr,  Jim.  Printer.  14.  Bartholomew  Close. 


